
摘要

本研究调查了中国英语学习者的语言学习观念及其与语言水平的关系。研究

的焦点在于中国英语学习者语言学习观念的基本特点以及他们的学习观念与语

言水平的相关性问题。

通过对文献的综述，我们知道，语言学习者可能持有一些语言学习观念，并

把这些观念带到课堂中来。而这些观念会对他们的学习行为、语言水平、学习效

率以及学习策略等产生深远的影响。

在中国，尤其是大陆，不少专家学者对学习观念进行过研究和探讨，但是很

少有人对学习者观念和语言水平的相关性进行直接、深入地研究。因此，到目前

为止，在大陆范围内，对学习者观念和语言水平的相关性研究还寥寥无几，探讨

大陆英语学习者学习观念之特点的研究也很少见诸文献。本项研究通过对中国英

语学习者观念的调查，旨在弥补这一缺憾，为学习者观念研究提供原始数据和资

料。

本研究主要探讨以下几个问题：1)中国英语学习者观念的基本特点以及与

其它国家或文化背景下外语学习者观念的异同：2)中国英语学习者观念与语言

水平的关系或相关性；3)本研究对中国英语，外语教学和学习的启示。该项研究

的主要目的在于调查并确定中国英语学习者语言学习观念、探讨这些观念与语言

水平的关系，以期对语言教学大纲设计和教师教学实践有所启示。

本研究对大陆3所高校的384名英语专业二年级学生进行了调查。调查中主要

利用Ho聊娩(1985，1987，1988)首创的“语言学习观念调查问卷”搜集定量数据。

该问卷包括五个部分：外语学能，语言学习难度、语言学习本质、学习，交际策

略以及动机。采用“受试者背景信息问卷”来调查他们的背景信息和其它语言学

习观念。所有受试者都参加了2006年全国英语专业四级考试(TEM 4)，本次统

考成绩作为衡量受试者英语水平的依据。最后，调查还通过访谈的形式搜集了部

分定性数据，作为对定量数据的补充。

调查结果发现，在“语言学习观念调查问卷”的34个学习观念中，有的与语

言水平呈正相关(如观念4，6，12，13和15)，而有些呈负相关(如观念9，11



和18)。文章总结了中国英语学习者观念的基本特点，并与荚国和中国香港地区

的类似研究进行了比较，结果发现：就总体趋势而言，不同文化背景下学习者观

念的基本特点非常相似；但就某些具体观念来说，它们在特定文化背景下具有一

定独特性。本文还探讨了该项研究对我国英语教学和学习的启示作用。最后，文

章指出了该研究的不足之处以及在以后研究中的改进措施。
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ABSTRACT

1Ks snldy sets out to i删estigate Clli∞辩EFL lc锄e培’beliefs aboIIt forei驴

l锄g岫ge l∞rIling觚d tIIeif l觚guage proficiclIcy．The fbci ofthe study a∞tIIe ge∞mI

慨ds ofChine辩EFL lcarr埘s’bclkfs about fore弛Ia玎guage le啪啦and how妇if

lea玎ling beliefs cofrclate诵tll the laIlgLIage pfoficiency．

B雒ed on tI地litcratII∞，it is likely t11at l柚guage le甜ners hold a Variety of beliefs

矗的毗l懿舒laj吕e le蛐g强d brh培也e∞beIiefs∞the cl鹪杖oom．The辩憾iefs may
havc a profb吼d mn啪ce On le咖e心leanling behaⅣiors，their l粕g瑚ge pmfici吼cy，

the e硒ciency觚d efrective∞ss of tlleir l∞ming，雒d meir u∞of e仃&tivc l锄g∞ge

leaming stm：【egIes，

Altllough IllaIly stIldies concefIling learIling beliefs we佗conducted in Cllina’

they did not actually have a difcct雏d inte璐ive illvestigation into tlle IeIatio略hip

k婀惝I lcame鹤’beliefs孤d￡heif l她guage proficiency．Theriefore，∞fb‘tllere haS

been a lack of reporccd stlldy in Clline辩comext m缸spccialIy investigates how EFL

le锄e船’beliefs about language leanling correlate wim their l缸gIlage pmnci∞cy锄d

wht me ch甜acteristics 0f Chinese EFL le锄ers’le锄ing beliefs黜．Tms蛐is
supp0∞d to complement otller studies，觚d adds to thc body of I【Ilowlcdge of leamers’

beliefs in geneml，but more spec衢cally’learIling beliefs of EFL students in Mailll觚d

China con慨t．

11lis snldy addresses me follo晰ng q佻stio髂：1)What are thc cIla豫cteristics of

lailgIlage le栅ing beliefs hcld by Cllinc辩EFL leam盯s雏d how d0 mcir beliefs di腩r

f如m tho∞held by le姗ers ill otllcr】e锄ing groups or otller cultIlral contcxts?2)

Wh砒levcls of c0仃elation exist betwe肌langIlage lea】ming belie色of Chim∞EFL

le锄erS锄d their English I锄guagc profici锄cy?3)What pedago百cal implicatio∞

can恤pre辩m research pf0Vide for EFLtcaching锄d le锄ing in Chi脚The抽s of

the咖dy are to ident晦the leanling beliefs about forci印l卸gtlage le锄ing in Chi舱

for tlle purpose of infb丌Iling syllabus design aIld teacher practice，aIld also to
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investigate levels of correlations bctween leaming beliefs锄d tlleir l勰guage

proficiency．

11lis thesis卅ports a study of tI峙bclie6 about laJlguage lc锄ing held by 384

EFL(English嬲a Fore甑Lallguage)lcan埘s in Maillland Clli舰111e survey

iIls饥衄e咄Ⅱ璩“Belie矗Abom‰guagc Le锄ing Invcnto矿’(BALLI)illilia自ed by
Honvitz(1985；1987；1988)，is llsed to collect q咖tita舡ve da协．BALLI consistS of

five aspccts of bcliefs：difficu埘of l锄guage leaming，foreigll I锄gllage aptitude，血c

nan∽of 1粕guagc le栅ing，le姗ing aIld comm砌cation S仃ate百es，aIld molivatioIls

arId expectatioIls．A Qllestio姗Iaire of Subjec心Background is i11cllIded in this study

to hestigale the subjects，background infomation舔well髂龇ir additio∞i beliefs

abom fo】rci萨l锄gIlage lcarning．A s切ndard English profici％cy test一坤]陀M 4(Test

for English M萄ors Band 4)w鹳used鹊a黜to assc踞me吼Ibjccts’EngIish
p∞如icncy level．In additioII，s锄i-structured i账抵We咒at∞conduc白ed t0
s叩port me daCa collected fbom the BALLL．

Ik findill铲of me队LLI respons∞砌icate出at tlle糟黜si嘶ficant positive
co仃cI面ons betweeIl l觚gIlage profici∞cy锄d fow Ie锄ing belie谯(Items 4，6，12，13

锄d l 5)，翮d negalive con_elation be：wecn l锄guage proficiency柏d仰o le锄ing

bcliefS(№ms 9，11柚d 18)．Mor∞v％characteristics of Chine∞EFL students’

l洲ng be王ie6 are summ撕zed，and m∞compared witllⅡ地rese龃ch findings in U．S．
and Cllinese Hong Kong contexts．The results also鲫ggest that in te加s ofthe geneml

咖ds of stIldems’leanling bclie趣beliefs abom I锄guage lea玎ling rcported by
gcIldies across cultIl】ral掣Dups埘sirIlil盯iIl most calegories，but some beIiefs proVe to

bc cullll嘣ly Spec洎c．T1lis study al∞di∞璐ses nle implicatio船of“s mldy for

ClliIla’s EFL teaching肌d l伽1ling．FiIlally，Ⅱ圮snldy concluded by stating limi协tions

OftlIis research and suggesting ways t0 impr0Ve“．

Key Words：L湖ling Belie6；Lang：Ilage Proficiency；Correlation；BALLI
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Introduction

It is likely吐lm l强g唿ge I∞rners hold a vde谚of beIiefs abom I觚guage

le啪ing锄d雠ng血e∞bcliefs t0 me cla嚣n00m．n地∞beliefs may havc a profound

砌碳moe∞le雒f埘s’k缸ning k鼽aVio髂，mcir I铽喀uage pr06ciency，也e疆icieIlcy

锄d em娥iV曲ess of theif acqllisition，觚d mdr u辩of efl＆tive l肌guage leam访g

m砒egies(I{or晰tz，1987；量嗽1999；Peacocl【’1998；Yue巩2002)．According t0
Honvi乜(1988：283)，“sn】defl协’bcIiefs about l蛐gIlage leanling would辩em to llave

d晰。璐relev锄cc to meir md蝴ding of stlldent expcc诅tion of’commi乜lleIlt to，
sllcce鲻in，锄d satisfacti∞嘶m tlleir l卸图mge cl嬲辩s”．Vict嘶arId L0cktlart(1995)

砌icate nlat succ部s彻le锄c硌hold“insightml belie妒while poof leame搭

“∞gatiw or liIrIi自ed beliefs，’。What’s mo∞，PIlchta(1999)嬲serts that“bclie砖蛳

gIliding pfincipleS for oⅢsmIdents’bchavior雒d s仃0ng pcrceptllal fiIlcrs⋯tlley∽t器

if tlley wcre n佻”．All the辩quotatio邶reVeal me iIIlp0咖t role mat le删er beliefs

play in tlle proce豁of fofe咖l锄guage l蛳ing．me to tlle importance of studying
le锄er beliefS about laIlguage le锄ing，tlle purpo辩s of mis stIldy are t0 ident毋the

beIi如about English I锄gIlage learningheld by EFL(English嬲a Foreigll L她gllage)

le枷e塔in Cllina’t0 develop hypotIle∞s about Chinese le咖ers’beliefs about foreign

l勰gIlage lear】[1ing，锄d t0 iIIvcstigace IeVels of correlation beMeen le帅ing belie危

缸ld meir lan昏lage proficie嗽：y．

BacI【gm帅d to the Pmsent study

Up t0 now，a largc body ofresearch h勰bcen conduc蜘iIl a Variety ofcontexts

锄d∞tt垴gs：

(1)Fo陀igIl l觚guagc le锄e稻inⅡ地U．S．A．：(a)commonly协u曲t fo坨i印

I柚guage Ie锄ers in tI地U．S，A．(Hon^，itz，1988；Kem，1995；Hun’1997；Rifkin，2000；

Linda E．L嬲sitcr'2003)；(b)less co舢0nly协ugIlt foreigIl languages in the U．S．A．

(Oll，1996，Kuntz，1996；S锄mimy&Lec，1997；Mori，1999a，1999b；Hinenoya，

l
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20001．

(2)k哪∞rs of EngIish舔a∞cond l铷lguage in an EngIish-spcalcing country

(Wend锄，1986b，1987；Hor啊％】987；Cotte糟ll，1995；Chawh卸a11d Oliv％2000；

Siebert，2003；Benlat，2006)．

(3)Le锄e碍of English船a forei鲫lallguage ill Jap觚(Luppescu&Day，1 990；

Sal嘶&Gaies，1999)，Ko渤(Park，1995；Tmm，1995；鼬m-Y00n，2000；Yo峨Yallg，

锄d choi，2001)，ckIla(su，1995；WaIlg，1996；wen＆Joh璐011，1997；U，2004；Lu，

2005)，Chillese Hong Kong(Benson&Lor，1999；Peacock 1998)，Cllinese 1撕嗍

(Yang，1992，1999；Htlang，1997；BaIlya ct a1．，1997；Cheng，200l；H啪g＆Tsai，

2003；Tsai，2003)，Norway(Dalll et aI．，2005)，R喁sia(T岫posky’199I)，Yem吼

Ⅸuntz，1997)，NomI Cypms晖u咄1997)，Vi眈N姗(Bemat’2004)，aIld Brazil

(Barcelos，1995)．

Among the linli倒伦search埘tll北fe嘲ce to Chinc∞context，Su(1995)

妣used on缸忙咖dy of English l嘲劬玛gtfategies a耐styles of Chine∞嘶versity

students i矗relation to llleir cultllfal beliefs锄d beliefs abDut 1earIling English，Wang

(1996)pointcd t0龇毗llionship be帆en Cllin黜college Engljsh m萄ors’belie矗
about lang船ge learlling锄d nleir u∞of lcaming s嘲egi∞，while Wen＆JollrIson

(1997)explored levels of踟elati∞be附eell a numl埘of L2 leamer Variables and
En列sh acllievemem嬲well鹪Ⅱlc di∞ct e脆c培of belief VariabIes on s仃ategy

Ⅷ{abIcs．IIl addi60II’“(2004)illVestiga删Clljnesc EFL le枷e体’beliefs abo眦me

rolc of fntc le砌ng in vocabu【ajry le锄ing sⅡa置cgies，me focus of wllich w酗
‘℃Knc∞EFL le锄e墙’cuItIlmlly·砌uenced bcliefs about their preference for RL

str2魄百es勰opposcd to other melIIofy s仃altegies”；Lu(2006)investigatcd thc leanling

beliefs of a group of foumye盯English m旬ors舫m Sballdong UIliversity by using

BALLI，tl地fmdings of、^越ch indicatcd tlla主“l铭ming bcliefs play∞impomnt rolc

iIl 1aIlguage learIling'’，锄d“may a腧ct the choice粕d u∞of leanling sn铽egies，mIIs

iIlfluencing t量le le枷iIlg∞llieV锄enr’．

～tllough the a1)0Ve·mentioncd studies in Chine∞context haVe more or Iess

touchcd I巾响也e problem of l啪crs’碱icfs abom l柚磬mge leaming，they did not
取：tl】_ally have a direct锄d intc璐ive investigation intO the relationship between

2
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l咖1le巧’belie6锄d tlleir l锄guage proficiency．Therefofe，∞fhr'tl犯∞h嬲be∞a

l∞k of feponcd fc∞arch讥Ch疵∞contcxtⅡ嫩sp。ciaIly investiggtes how EFL

leanlers’bcIie6 about laIlg吼ge lean【Iing correla培、vitlI tIleir lallguage proficiency．

n嶝，tllis咖dy complemencs other snJd记s，azld adds to t}豫body of knowI酣ge of

lcaH碡fs’bcIie6 in generaI，bllt mofe specifica王Iy，l龃rnjng belie蠡of EFL students in

Chinese come媳

Signi岱cance of the Present SlⅡdy

The prcs即t stlldy h罄both impc毗锄t theoretical锄d pmcticaI sigllificarIccs．

Theorctically'mc 6ndin笋of衄s Ic辩砌黜expected t0 add to me body of
knowledge o￡肌d to co枷butc t0 nle deVelo御Aent of e妇sting tllcori鼯of leanlers'

beliefs dbom langllage Ie锄ing．Morc iTIlponantly，this study will be one of tlle first in

CKne∞co眦虹to i删ga钯intcnSiveIy吐坨d沁ct feIationship be铆een lea订lers’
belief§鼬d Ianguage proficiency，柚d to provide黜pirical insig虹s imo the

cllamc硎stics of Chinese EFL l∞fllers’beliefs abom languagc le枷ing．Previo峭

stlldi豁e．nIef investigated t11e learning beliefS of Iea耵lefs based咖otller ettmic or

cullIl】m backgrollllds，or t01Ichcd Very Ii坩e upon the心lalio璐}lip bcfwc伽Chine∞

learne噶’learning beliefs and language proficicncy．In order to蜥dge this gap，it is of

grcat impona芏Ice and sigIli丘cance t0 idemi句tlle uniq唧ess of learning beliefs hcld

by Cllinese EFL Ie啪ers’锄d to c)【锄妇how也eir beliefs撇related t；D临r

l柚g‘Iage proficiency．Acco柑ingIy，幽is study is to compare tIle le锄ing beliefs of

Chinese EFL l鼢mers w砒l tho辩“leamers l如m础埘cultu托l cont蹦船．so鹤to

discovcr whether tllere are di商：r曲ces between tllem，舳d if any，to what degrce do

thcy di妊ef?m也is way，the pfesent shIdy is to p佗scnt a whole picture of也e

siIIlil撕ties觚d di黼nces of lallgIIagc leanling belie岛融we蛐Chinese EFL
le赶嫩璐髓d thosc f如m ot妇all{=llral bac嘶unds．
1k filldings of曲e presellt slIldy may also pmVide pmcticaI values幻r EFL

teachiIlg and karI妇g in Chi姐．Since tllis is o∽ofthe qu柏titatiVe studies in Chim to

唧lore廿loroughly t11e le咖ing beIie盘of EFL le锄ers，it might serVe as a model or
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proVi幽implicatiolls for fil枷∽research of the same kind．MoreoVer，thc findings of

tIlis stljdy might con晡bIlte t0 n圮EFL teaching in ChiIla in that they heIp Clline船

tcachers to better眦de馏talld tlleir snlden留leaming belie蠡趾d to devise Ieanling

strategies慨sIJpport and improve studen招’18nguage pro丘ciency．
As甜鼬弧Idents也em辩lV酷arc concem甜，me proce豁ofexpl嘶ng belielj may

％sure nlem t0 mlderst蹰d tllemselv髂mo阳in me le删ng pfoce站(YuclI，2002)．
1deally，111is c舭be the beSt way to lead to more e行ective laIlguage learning behaviors

insidc锄d ou招ide cl嬲sroom，勰well勰greater seIfknowledge锄d autonomy

(Ho刑itz’1987，1988)．

4
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Chapter one Literatum Review

Tllis cIlaptcr will first review伽e m∞arch Iite：r砒u陀pemlir“ng t0 tlle two major

co郴nucts of tIlis study：“belief’and“le啪ing belief'乙inclllding血e p盯adoxical
mt哪of‘‰li∥鹳well鹬nle definitio璐of‘‘leanling belier'．nen，tIle lit州t啉

他“ew regarding tlle r懿earch llistory of langu锄昏c leanling belie蠡is t0 be included in

this蛳衄：Finally'tlle relationship betwecn laIlgmge pmficiency锄d le蜘er beliefs
will als0 be re“ewcd becau辩mis is tlle maill foc懈oft}Ie p佗∞nt stIldy．

1．1 The Pa豫doxicaI Natu弛““BeIie置’’

Re∞arche塔havc es乜Iblished tllat the tel_lIl“bclief，’is very di伍cllIt to define，姐d

岫t’s why喇撇s(1992)regarded“belief，’鼬a“messy”constnJct．He argucd t|lat the

dimcul够mi咖be panly due to恤paradoxi龃l船t哦of beliefs觚d the varying

agendas ofre∞娜he璐．

I扭rd and SmitlI(1982)鹕ued that mc p盯adoxical mture of beliefs stems f如m

tlle v曲‘‰believe，’exprcssillg botIl doubt锄d as鲫啪ce；锄d the le加belief is啪ed

to fo肌orjudge，justi母or condem．

Dcwey(1983)cxplailled吐mt we a地c㈣tly imerpfeting此al时锄d tllis
me趾s using o叫beliefs to mal【e辩n∞ofour en、，im姗em and its events．He(1983：84)

如rm既explail埘也al“bcliefs afe∞¨nade by cxistencc in a meclla础cal of lo画cal or

psychological鼢lse”；“Rcal姆Ilaturally instigaIes belief，’；Dewey descm刷bclie蠡髂

paradoxicaI，ch锄ging and dynamic．

According to Fishbein&Ajzen(1975)锄d Ajzen(1988)'belie括afe a celltfal

constnlct in every discipIi∞that deals、vitlI h啪粕bcllavior觚d IearIling．

Dewey(1933)defined beliefS猫a fom oflllought姐d a pan ofour experiencc；

tllcy ar；c not considcred tlle ideal fo咖of mought becau辩mey are not baSed on

“idence but on opiIlio∞，仃aditions and customs；∞a pan ofoIlf experi％cc t11ey a糟

obstacles锄d promoters of knowledge at tlle s锄e time．Rokeach(1968)defined the
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咖‘‘belief'’鹤“锄y simple proposition，conscio瑚or岫cO麟iolls，infe玎ed胁m
讲lat a per∞n鼢y or does”．Thc∞might be two of tIIe eadiest啪dersta|ldings of the

tem‘。belief，’．

Ome陪al∞have identified tlle钯咖“belief，’I如m tlleir own thcoretical

pe猖pectiVes．

Ho∞nfcld(1978)established“beliefs”鹊‘‘mini-mcories”，whilc Omaggio(1978)

蠲‘铀sigllts’：锄d鼬1cy(1 980)岱“Ieamer a豁哪ptio璐’’．

J锄髓(1991)noted tllat belie盘砌uenced actions孤d actio邶or fhcts，ill t呱
删)dified beliefs．Pintrich et al。(1993)claimcd tIIc natu托of beIiefs船a paradox tha土

cxisted forⅡ抡Ie锄er：∞me o∞halld，c硼_em concepti伽s potcntialIy co璐tit删
mom即tum 1llat resistcd collaB班ual ch觚ge；bIIt tlley al∞≯oVided矗锄eworks tllat

蚀峙learI埘collld u∞to i眦fpret and瑚derst觚d new potentially conflicting

iIlfomlation．Rust(1994)idelIlifIed“beliefs，’∞“辩l仁constnJctcd r印re辩ntalional

systems，’．

Borg(200l：186)s姗med up the definition of‘klier'雒followS：彳6P，矽括口

p唧osit{on which m缈妇comcto砒ly or H眦。瑚cto档ly}leid．is evnl撒fiW in thn“t is

口ccepted珊n．tle by t}le i谢如i如“n积is t}ler《fore imb雠d Wi|h emot如e commifme∽

}访fhe^“∞n，e“岱d gHide to f}10tlghf绷d behcrvior．

Such interdisciplinary Re∞arch suggest tllat beliefs are iⅡ跏惭ned witll触。稻

such鹬∞IGcon‘涫pt觚d id删ity，∞lf毛ffk∞y，徉稻onality，and other i11diVidual

difrc陀nces(EpstciIl，1990；Bemat&Gvozderlko，2005)．

Acc0戚ng to B甜℃clos，(2000)，me charac锄stics of beliefs arc：a)Tlley gIlide

ac廿∞，but tlley are aIso innuenced by∞tion；”They are orgallized in a stmctu托in

州ch each bcIief h勰a sp吲fic domaill．；c)111ey are more di衔clllt to challge，t}le
eadier mey arc mcorpoml[ed；d)ney a∞socially c0Ils饥lctcd and cultIlrally

船峨枷ttcd；e)They a∞pan of ollr iIltcrpretive abiI时of maI【iJ唱scnse of our∞cial

world rcsponding to me problellls we‰e；f)They胁e to bc i心蒯舶m

stal鲫entS，intcrltioIls，and actiolls；g)Thcy a∞dyn锄ic．What’s more，the如nctiolls

ofbelic盘arc：a)help people∞derstaIld也em辩lves觚d othe幅and adapt t0 n尬world；

b)pmvide meaning；c)help individuals t0 identi匆、Ⅳi也柚other gm叩锄d f0册

6
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groups锄d∞cial systems；d)p∞Vide s仇lctII化，ordef’dircction and shared values；e)

代d、赋di∞跚衄佗e缸ld co梃缸ion；D矗眦ing锄d defiIliIIg t觞ks明d fkil‰ng the
m咖oIy proce鼹．

Tb pm it silnply缸d f．or convenience’s鼢kc，me term‘1)clief’caIl be defincd in

硒s蝴点镐甜1)，∥eco舵e却ed舯tto凇，ide∞．v{eWs甜d Dpinio，Is thnt om hns，
based∞tbe dcfinitions m豇ItiOned above．

1．2 Language Learning BeHefs

S咖e psychological stlldies into l锄盯perceptio鸺觚d beliefs about le锄ing
‘堆ned a whole new Aladdin’s cave of perso眦l beIiefs，mynls，岫derstalldings，锄d
superstmo啮船mey we∞rcvealed by the伴蝴’thoughts锄d fceliIlgs a：bout their
l蹦恤19”(1km鹪&Harri．Augu咖ill，1983：338)．F0f ex枷ple，in cogllitive

psychology，kam盯beliefs a_bout tIle nan|rc of l【Ilowledge锄d lemliIlg'or

印i嗽瓢ological beliefs，lla_Ve been iII_vestigatcd埘th tlIe idea nlat thcy are pan of the

础ly证g mech醐isms of meIa吒ognition(Flavell，1987；Ry锄，1984)，矗wm龇
bIlildiIlg blocl【s of epist嘲ology(Goldman，1986)，and a北a driVing force ill

intcllecn墙l pe渤nIlancc．Fr0In tllis pers供ctivc，bclie6 about langtlage learIling are

“ewcd∞‘‘a componem of me协cognitive knowledge”，which incIude all tlIat

iIldiViduals understaIld about山emselVes船learne格and ttlinke塔，including tIleir 90als

勰d needs(Bemat&Gvozdenko，2005)．

In applied linguistics，researche陪are al∞trying幻啪ders州how stI|dents’
leanling bclie矗础luence the actio璐ttley t薯妇to Ie姗a fo陀i弘or second I觚guagc，
锄d l鞠millg beliefs have been a topic ofre∞arch for at Ieast foIlneen yea璐(Barcclos，

2000)．心in也c c墩、vitll“beIie砖it is aI∞船舶m e嬲y to de6ne mc tcrIn

“langIlage leanling beliefs”(LLB)becau∞many a tclm h勰beell u∞d to ref打to

LLB。

1he follo、Ⅳing are di腩reIlt te肌s and defirIitions of l锄guage le锄ing beliefs：

1．Folk．1inguiStic tIleories of le锄ing(Miller&Gillsbm岱1995：294)：ide船that

snJdents haVe about language and laIlgllage le枷ing． ，

7
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2．L％mef r印∞scmations(Holcc，1987：152)：le枷e培’∞tering船s啪ptions

蜘thcirroIes锄df沥ctioIls oftcacherS锄dteachjngma主erials．
3．R印resem甜。璐(mlcy'1994：8)：p叩lll盯ide船iboIlt me nature of lang吼gc

and lan目埔ges，l觚gI】衄gc s帆Ic眦and langllage llse，the teIa主ionship betwcen

l锄guage and thoug呱identity锄d l锄guage，laIlgllage柚d mtelligence，lallg明ge a11d

IeanIing，aIld∞∞．

4．I舶me陪’pIlilosophy of laIlg阻gc I乩rning(Ahah锄锄d va尬，1987：95)：

belie6 about how laIlgtIage op锄l嚣，柚d c0璐equ锄tly’how“is leamcd．

5．Me眦ogIlitivc knowledge(WeIIdell，1986a：163)：thc stable，锄d statabIe

aIthougll删iInes i玳omⅪt knowledge mat l韶mers llavc acquired“bou“锄g∞ge，
le珊ing alld l雅g陋ge le锄ing舯oc龉s；al∞re删to船knowledgc or conc印ts
abom l卸舒mge le蛐g or l湖lcr belie6；me阳a北thr∞I【inds：p哪on，task矾d
s帕|legic hIowledge．

6．BeIie括(Wendell'1986b：5)：0pinio船wIlich黜妊嗣on experience and mc

opilli∞s of糟spected o也e培，碱ch infl啪∞tlle way stIldents act．

7．Cultural埘icfs(Ga幽％1988：110)：唧Iec诅tiD璐证雠minds of teacbefs，

pa舷l协，驵d stlldents concc】rIling theent沁second I锄guage acquisition task

8．Lc帅ing cldturc但il锡1997：122)：a set ofreprcsentations，beliefs觚d values

他la自ed to k锄ing that dircctly i11llmn∞stulients’le锄iIlg behavior．

9．Culture of Ie锄ing(Co哟z五&胁，1996：230)：me“ltural aspects tc删ng
锄d l黜iIlg；what people Micve ab0Ilt‘留00d”aIld‘‘nomal”le砌ng activities飙d

p∞ces辩s，whefe∞ch belief§have a伽l咖m ofigin．

By looking砒the di船rellt tc咖s缸d definitio璐mentioncd abovc，“is not

dimcuh to make two general observalio璐：FirSt，alI thc definjtio璐stress th砒LLB

托fer to the nature of l飙gIlage孤d l缸gIlage le锄ing；second，∞me defiIlitiolls

锄plIasize龇socia№ultural namre of beliefs．In me pre∞m sttIdy'we adopt me鳊

two船s钮tials蕊也e basic concept of LLB．Th璐，l柚guage leaming beIiefS，扣戚鹤tlle

telm‘1，eIief，’，a陀∞t彻ly a co鲥tive concept，bIlt a∞social or cIll仙ral co船nucts

bom out ofolIr c)【pcricn∞s肌d咖blcnls‘hItllis啪y，j删勰wlmF∞锄觚(1991)

pointcd oIIt'investigating beliefs me觚s fi)cIlsillg∞wl饿snldents I【llow’iIlsIead∞

矗
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撇theyneedtok∞w．

1．3 The Research Histol了of Language Learning Be¨efs

SiIlce the 1970s，a considerable arnount of research has so fhr been conducted in

吐圮丘eld ofl甑gllage leaming beliefs．Bemat(2006)吼蛐marized thc fe蛇缸ch m啾s乜

“tIle pre“o璐snIdi锚∞ncem证g me IearIling beIiefs Iike血is：Recent stlldies have

麟锄ined 1锄e塔’bclie6 abollt l锄g岫ge l始111ing f．of tlleir relationship lo f缸tors
such船s昀tegy u∞(Y柚g，1999)；锄xiety(Tsai，2004；Kunt，1998；B柚ya&chcn，

1997)；motivati∞(鼬m-Yoon'2000；B锄ya&Chcn，1997)；leanler mnonomy

(Cott蹦lll，1995；wenden，1991)；attitudc①arIya&ch肌，1997)；acIlievemem(BaIIya

&Chen，1997)；gender(Bacon&Fi咖emanIl’1992；Siebert，2003；Banya&Chen，

1997)，pe啪nal毋扛ajts(Benlat’2006)；and l锄guage proficiency(HuarIg&Tsai，

2003；Peacock 1998，1999；M锄tle·Bromlcy，1995；T姗l【a&E1lis，2003)．All mese

咒Sc鲫ch pfoduced．蛳ponant illsi曲ts into也e role of IaIlguage le姗ing bcliefs in

forei印langIlage lca=rning aIld teaclling．

P印alia’s(1978)stIldy of 316 niⅡth gradc studc“ts is coIlsidefed to be one of龇

e甜Iiest咖dics锄beIie盎abollt laflguage leaming．Howev％HonⅣitz is genemIly

cfedited w油il】mating sigll访c柚t stIldy of be】jefs a蚰ut J粕guage le姗ing w油tlle

development of tI圮BALLI(Beliefs About L锄g龃ge Lc锄ing I“Ven“)ry)which he

u辩d to iIⅣestigate stIldents’，teache心，柚d pre—service teache心beliefs(Hor、vitz，

1983，1985，1987，1988)．Since men，sttldies on le姗ing beliefs Ilave been carried out

extensively witllin Various paradigms．

B撇los(200嘎2003)m黝ged to cl猫si匆吐le fescarch inIo three caccgori锵
ba∞d∞tlle appro瓤湘es diffbrent rc靶archerS cnlploy： the No姗ative’me

Me协cogllitive，and虹圮Contextual．We also find out that tlIe犯a∞studies(Peacock，

1998；Fall，1999；SakIli&Gaies，1999；Y锄g，1992；Bemat，2006)吐哦a托∞tb踮ed

on锄y sillgle appro∞h mentioned above，bllt on tlle combination of all tlle tllrce

approaches．We may嬲weII Ilame tIlis approach硒‘‰SyIlthetic Appfoach”．We

adopt m船e four appmach巧(i．e．，me No蛐alive，me Meta-co印itive'the Contexnml

9
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aIld t11e Syllmetic)hcre fof廿1e purposc of a brief Iitcmture re“ew on me research

IIistof)，ofl锄gu雒re leaming beliefs．

1．3．1 The Norm叠t．ve Appm墨ch

nle nornlativc approach is clla掘cterized by tlle u辩of Likcrt-scale

qwstio衄aires ill吐瞎investigation of learIl盯beliefs．Hon^，i乜(1985，1987)is

generally c蒯ted埘tIl illitiatiIIg signific锄t research i咖bcliefs州tlI the

devel叩mcnt Of mc BALLI一-Beliefs Ab0眦Language LeanliIIg Inventory．HonⅣi乜

used lllis 34·item questiOm城i地t0 expIOre sh工dents’，te∽h粥’，and pre·scn『icc

tc2Ichers’beIi如．ne BALLl con协im 34 items that盯e categorized into 5 categories：

(1)me dimculty of forei髓1e锄i119；(2)foreign l柚gtlage apti砌e；(3)the nature of

langIlage learning；(4)le删ng and comm吼ic砒ion stI锄egies；锄d(5)motivation锄d
expec伽om．T}圮instlllm锄t w髂first pilo“ested wim 150 first—semester foreigIl

laIlgllage stIldems at 1k Univ盯s时of Tex够at Austin(Hor、Ⅳitz’1985)，and n抡n

Horvvi乜(1987)adfninistcred nle BALLI to 32 intc加cdiate ESL(English嬲a Second

L锄gIlage)咖dents舶m嘶。吣cul删b∽kgro啪ds黜olled in a uIliv粥时
int吼sivc English program．Subscquemly，Hon】I，池(1988)used tlle BALLI、jvim

Am盯ia眦st_【IderIts of fbrcign l锄昏lag髂．Two hundred锄d forty-one university

studen招ofG锄锄，F嘲lch and SpatIish p硎cipated iII this study．ne rcsults ofbotlI
stIldies showcd tllat most stIldents beIieved ill tlle difficulty of leaming a∞cond or

forei印l锄guagc but u曲erestim砷cd tIle time needed fof m翘蜘ng a language．They

generally had oVerly-0ptimistic觚d唧calistic expcc诅tio璐for le锄ing achicV啪em．

D∽t0 i忸higll po”larity，BALLl was co璐cquently used in a nurnber of smll

彻d Iargc-∞ale re辩arch stlldies．

Kem(1995)璐ed the BALLI to cx锄i∞Ⅱ圮de掣∞to枷ch Americ觚fo诧i印
langIlage s叫en博beliefs about larIgtlage l伽rIliIlg co玎esponded to tllo∞of tlleir

ins砸∞to陪．Twelve i略tnlct0措柚d two hlmdred eigbty-eight university students of

Frcnch panicipatcd iIl“s study．The findings showcd tllat oVerall，the students’and

me ins协】ctor’s bclje盘were sillli】瓿but some of me stlldents’beliefS did not malch

tlleir∞spc蜘ve ins协Jcto陷，particularIy wi也respect t0 pronunciation，锄r cor陀ction
and tlIe import锄ce of lear】【ling伊锄m盯锄d Vocabulary．Kem indicated m砒
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iII蛐nl鼬。瑙’p硎ic嚣might∞t be consisteIn、^rim their o啪belkfs bccau辩the

i璐艄lcto邝llad t0南Jlow t11e requirefn锄ts of tlleir pfogmm．The北如f；e，instmcto培’

te∽hmg删ices might have a greater impact∞le锄e培’beliefs tllan也c
ins眦t0心a曲la】beliefs．The degfee of“fimcss"betWeen teach盯S’锄d stude鹏’

belie蠡might“t圮related or出疆脚1d on omcr facto瑙s眦h蠲instmctors’per∞nalities，

tcaching st)，l鹤，level of expcricnce，伊ading practices，choiccs aIld implemen诅tion of

cl船sroom activities’'(Kem，1995：80)．

0h(1996)w鹊p∞bably nlefirstt0 u辩theBALLItoinvestig舭the beliefs of

snld曲瞳s of a less commomy talJght f．o托i辨langIlage．0ne hu删rcd Ilinety石vc

uIIiVers时咖da吣enrollcd iIl first-aIld second-ye盯J印anc辩cl勰淞panicip删in
tllis stIldy．The他刚ts sho、Ved that more of me second-ye盯scIJdents tended t0 agree

甜s仃∞gly agr∞州tll tlle indiVidllal BALLI it咖s．W1lile bom groups co鹏ider耐

Jap姐e∞to be a dimcult to a vcry di佑砌t Iallgmge，tlle first—ye盯stIlde吣we豫

Inore optimisdc m觚the socond year．sttldcIl【协abom thc tilIIe needed to bccofne nIlent

in Japane∞．111e∞cond—ye盯stIldents more s咖ngly believed tIlat leafIling a fofei缈

I锄guage rcqIli咒d a special aptitude maIl the first—ye盯students．Both伊oups

托co卿zed tlle importancc of leaming cul啪，but tlle second·ye缸snldents
emphasizcd leanling grammar nlles morc tIlan tIIe first-year studeIlts．Botll groups

also lligIlly valued Ic锄ing K锄i and haVing锄exccllent pronuncialion．nlcy also

oven沛elmill班y endo嗽d me hnport锄ce of repeating and practicing a Iot，showed a

s响rlg m06vaiion t0 le踟J印觚ese and IIad optimistic views about a better job．Oh

concluded’～im也e glob。1ization of the economic co哪umti鼯of the world趴d tIle
need fof Americ衄s to be compctitiVe in intemationat business，J印ane∞progr锄s arc

at昀cting ambitio砸孤1d motiVatcd studcncs．The data showed that t量ley indeed held

谢。哪beliefs龇d opillions tllat were di饪hem矗_0m students Ieanling other

commordy-协ught laIlg岬s”(oh，1996：67)．
SeV酬stIldies used me BALLI to ex锄ine EFL le枷ers’beliefs abom l锄gllagc

IearIling试forei弘coun仃ies．Most of me studjes we诧condIlctcd in East Asi姐

co岫伍es(Jap越：Luppescu&Day，1990；Saki&Gaies，1999．Korea：Park，1995；

Tnlitt'1995；鼬m-Y00n，2000．Chim：Su，1995；WarI＆1996．Hong Kong：Benson&
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Lof，1999．1．aiw锄：Y锄g，1992；H啪g，1997；Tsai，2003)．R印idIy developing
economics iIl E晒t Asia make EFL leame墙in t11is area me largest EFL popul鲥∞in

thc world．弧e differences betwc∞East Asiall and Amcfic觚culturcs，including me

I觚guage sys钯IIls，ma工【es snldies on EFL Ieamers’beliefs about lallguage le删ng
paniclllarly releVant to tlle prcsent stlⅡdy．

Y锄g(1992)w嚣the first to u∞tlIe BALLI outside the Nonh Americ觚contcxt．

She admiIlistcrcd a Chi芏Ie辩v粥ion of tlle BALLI to 505 stIldents enrollcd in

underg豫dllate English cl鹪ses in Tai啪n．ne f咖l协indica伽that EFL leanlc硌i11

喇w锄genemlly had silllil盯beliefs about langIlage learIIing to tllo∞of ESL leamers

ill me U．S．Howevcr，EFL l∞me嚣ilI Taiw锄showcd gtronger a芦∞m∞t州th

仃admoIlal tcacIIing锄d le矾ling舢锄ods卸d mo糟叩tinIism籼ut tlle tiIne nccded

缅m疵ring English，and mcir ultimate success in English tllan me EsL smdents．

Many矾埘shldies in East Asi勰coⅦ俩cs sh蝴『耐simil牡fes“ts(Ko嗽：P缸k 1995；

TrIlitt，1995；Kim—Y00II’2000；SlI'1995；WaIlg，1996；H啪g，1997；Tsai，2003)．

su(1995)inve鲢igaIed tlle rclationship b吣№en I柚guage leaming strategies arId

learI[Iing styles of 369 Chinc∞uIlive格时stIldcnts觚d thcir cultural beliefs abom

le锄ing and tc觚lling EngIish in a fo咖aI situ砒i∞．11lc findings船ggesoed tllat

beliefs were not relatcd t0 leamers’pref打∞ce of s怵egies．Howevcr，tlle author

statcd mat∞e spccific cultural belief—theory oricntcdne豁一w嬲rcl砷ed t0 me

m咖ory s眦egies蠲d鼬em：lined by statistical柚aIysis．

In additioIl，∞me otller stIldies u辩d modificatio略of the BALLI，such鹊tllo∞
■

ofMamle-Bmmley(1995)锄d K啪垃(1996)．Bot}l investigated AmericaIl snldents of

forei弘l锄gIlages．

MantIe-Bromley’s咖dy eX锄ined 94 high截h00l咖dems’砒itudes towafds

l锄g∞ges锄d cuItI|】滢in their first l粕guage cI弱s．Mamle—Bmmley uscd cla鼹

obsen，atio璐，iI螂iews，and a modified version of t11e BALLl witlI onIy 29 items．
，

Hcr诧slllts indicatI。dⅡlat stIldents believed Sp锄ish锄d French were e舔y and colIId

bele鲫＆cdiIllessm锄咖yea娼．They als0 belieVedth砒some peopIe had a special

abil姆to l姗l矩guages，that l∞nljhg、№s mostIy IearIling V0cabula巧and words，
锄d恤at cuItIIra王岫dersta咀ding w鹊not necessary to leanl l锄gIlagcs．
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K岫忆(1996)expanded n把BALLI卸d c∞ated tIle K岫tz-砌fkin InVcntory．She

iIl”stigated mc LLB held by 113咖dents ofcommonly诅u咖I锄guages in tIle US，

姗h鹤ESL，G锄m，SpatIish，觚d French，锄d co唧a硎tll咖wi血nle beliefS of

students of S讪li．K啪钯explained tllal students of less co舢ollly诅llght l柚g岫ges
鲫ch鹅S鼬ili rcquire mo他timc to∽hicve nle minim眦level of proficiency．H盯
results showed tllat botll乎Dups belieVcd in tlle inlport觚cc of畔tice觚d州ition．
Swahili smden招disagrccd most s虹Dn舀y mat one does not need t0 speak mtil∞e can

say it correctly，whcr朗s stIldents of conun∞taught l锄guage di髓gre酣tllat o∞

n∞dstoknowalltllewordsillordert0坞adinafbreignl柚guage．

Apart f}om the BAU二I，ottler“kert．咖pe questio嘲ircs wefe al∞deVeIopcd to

invcstigatc l柚gIlage le锄er beliefs．

Cottelml(1995)w锄ted to d眦珊k the factors in studcnts’beliefs nlat would

in‘lica：【e也eir“嘲dine嚣6M a毗onomy．”SIle co删瞳ucted a 5·point Likert scale

questionnairc舶m in锄、，iews、Il，itll l 30 adult EsL k锄e俗in teltiary iIIstimtio璐iII

New Zealand．Cot|[eI_all’s study娉Vealcd six岛cco鹉：me role of me teachcr，me role of

feedback，le锄er ind印endence，le锄er confiderlcc iII stI坩y abiIity，experience of

l锄guage lcanling，觚d印proach to stlIdying．The代sults indicated mat le锄efs were

not“ready'’fbr autononIy bcca吣e mey held traditional views ofme te∞hers’role．

C姗pbcll et aI．(1993)investigated t11e beIiefs held by 70 Amefic龃ulliverS时

sttldents in也eir 6rst lower．1eVeI course．1ky did∞t u∞thc BALLI but crcaled a

di虢佗m questio衄aire’c{IIled Beliefs籼m‰gtIage Learning，晰t}I辩ven
sta_tcl珊llts勰d an OpelI-cnded question．The嘲tements dealt with gramm缸，aptitIlde，

nu％cy，and pron蚰ciati叫．Thc r；esIllts砌icaIcd t}娜most studcnts bclievcd mat

l朗milIg how to u辩伊锄m盯correcny is morc challenging ttlall Ie啪ing to u辩

vocabuIa巧co∞哪ly'tllat tlley should memorize掣甜【lIIl盯mles，and that most people

啪le锄a foreign l强gllage，出hougll some c柚le锄f奴ef tll觚ome璐．111e

opcl卜∞dcd q∞stion rcvealed stIldeIIts’beliefs in tlle fole of age，the value of

∞pctitiml’锄d keys to success舢laIlgIlage learning，such鹅exposure to meaIIing觚

pm吐ice，detenIlination锄d motivation，llard work，open-mindedness，and搬lchers’

teactling．Tw0 bcliefS werc similar t0 tlle oneS reponed in other stIldies t}lat used the

13
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BALLI一也e role Of agc卸d r印c￡ition嬲tlle key t0跚ccess．How“ef，tlle

op哪-e11ded part showcd otller beliefs tllat were not雏d a坞not prc辩nt in any of tlle

items of tl艟BALLl such鹊deterrIlinali∞，hard work，open—mifldedne龉，龇d

tc∞he塔’teaching abil时．

Sakui锄d Gaies(1999)im，cstigated l，296 Jap她e∞EFL Ie锄ers’belie缸at

public锄d砸Vatc i哪titIltiolls of bigller cducation IIsing tlleir own ins仃llmeIlt．Thc

stlIdy aimed t0 VaIi幽把a 45一iteIn questio肌aire卸d ex锄ine the vaIlIe of intefview

da协t0㈣plem咖alId explain tlle questioIlnairc胁，柚d to describe Jap卸e辩
leamcrs’beliefs，嬲weU嬲to dete肌妇the organization of me∞beliefs．Their

fiIldings sugge髓岫belie矗about l锄g∞ge learning a托dymIIIic and sitIlatioIlally
conditioned．Thc r髓川ts删dIed a ten戗ive support for the view tIlat Japmle∞
I∞mcrs llaVe iIIte|1lalized a coherent sct of beliefs aboIIt me如odologicaI options for

t量le EFL classroom ins灯tIction．

Dahl et a1．(2005)cx姗incd t11c他lali∞ship befwe朗bcliefS abom le锄ing觚d

k∞wledge，趾d repons of leanIing s觚她gy—u∞relev锄t for success削 text

comprehensioll’by inVestigating 8l Norwegi觚吼iversity smdentS．Students’beliefs

ab0Ilt knowlcdgc锄d le锄ing、】I船me弱urcd wim me scho咖cr Epis姗ological
(№stio珊Iai把．Le啪ing s咖egies panicIllarly惦emI for text-based leanling werc

m麟咐ed、Ⅳilll the Motivatcd S劬tcgies for Le枷ing QueStio加aife．A correIation

锄alysis姗een me鹪ures锄d血ll∞gression彻_alyses of how beliefs i珂1uencc
sn铽e时∞Icction we托耐bm湖．111ey concluded恤t∞f∞，bIlt not all，bcliefs
aboIIt hlo、订edge aIld le锄ing o丘打iIlsight into stlldents’糟pDr矧tl卵of ie锄吣

蛐眦gies∞levant fbr reading course lite吼hJm．

Thc adVaIltages of∞彻ativc印proach lie iIl tllat questi咖aires“are less

tll他删ng tlI蜘observatioll，u∞fm if tlle托se盯ch盯h船limited resouIces雒d t洫e”
(Barcelos，2000)，“are easier to tabulate锄d particlllady印prop“ate for l盯ge n啪bers

of rcspondcms"(GilIIenez'1994：76)，锄d“a髓rd precision锄d cl耐ty，aIlow access

to o嘣dc com蹦|乜．觚d allaw da土a to bc collected砒diff秆em time sla心’

(McDo∞ugll&McDonougll，1997)．Ho、^wer，qucsti∞Ilai∞s al∞have s咄
liIIli锄。璐．QuestionlIai障s make it di行icult t0 guarantee consistent iIlterpretation by
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tlle individuals bccau∞of tlle generality，锄d rcspondems tend t0 r印ly in te眦s of

wllat tlley nlilll【would be appro两ate(GimerI睨，1994；Block 1998)．Questiomaires

alsO Ies仃ict mspondell心 choices by如蚰lillg tlle a地wers accordirlg to a

p修es协blished set of state眦nts，tll惜nlaking“difficuh to investigate beIiefs in

stlldeIIts’or teachefs’o啪tems(B姐son&Lor，1999；Block，1997，1998；Conazzi

&Jin，1996；Gifmn％1994。削面a，1995；K岫tz，1996；Mmby，1984；P面arcs，1992；

黜ley’1996，1999)，MoreoV％ques缅n船拍s make“dimcIllt for∞seafche硌to s∞

shldents’dile眦吣of妣olls娩ncies(W00ds，1996)．FillaIly，question觚res雠too

c鲫s昀iIling，derived矗Dm∞holafly liteI锄眦，锄d predetc吼incd by the fe辩archer

aRjcha幽ll’1996)．Accord堍to黜chardson，teachers’勰d scudents’bcliefs黜
lligllly cclcctic赫d may be on bom endS of a pamcular∞holarly educationaI

∞n仃ove船y or be vcry di仃erent舫m讲lat the literan盯℃suggests．

1．3．2 The Meta·co弘i佃e Appmach

The me‰cogfli石ve印proach is charactcrized by tlle u辩of辩mj-stfuctuf{ed

inteⅣiews髓d∞ln印ons mer n姗tbe u∞of questionnair鹤．In most咖dies of

tllis聊oac虬碱iefs戤defmed勰m咖-cognitive knowledge．The．Ⅱnplicit
邪s啪ption in tllis approach is tll砒stIlden留meta—cogIlitiVe knowlcdge alSo

constitutes tlleir‘‘theories in解tion”t11at help t11em to refl∞t on What they are doing

alld t0 dcvclop their芦tential for le锄ing(WendeIl'1987，1988)．

W∞d锄(1986a)investiga_刚25 ESL adult snIden协eIll训ed in adV雒ced

lcvcl-cl勰s部at Col啪bia UIIive硌ity by means of semi-stnJctIIred interviews．The aim

of tIlis stIldy w鹅to investigate龃d cl舔si移Ie锄cfs’knowledge abom tllei『lallgtIagc

learnjllg．11le findings indicated tllat leame馏are able to talk about(a)the langIlage，(b)

lhcir proficicncy in thc langtlage，(c)the outcome of t量1eir le姗ing endeavo体，(d)their

mle．m me language 1∞miIlg prDcess，and(e)tlle bcst appfo∞h to l觚guage Ic锄ing．

Wend朗(1 987)r印om：d∞the l姗crs’prescriptive beIiefs髓d tllc rclation蜘p
between tlleir beliefs柚d sl：嘣e西es．The regIllts sho、vcd mat lc锄ers held p陀∞riptiVe

be№fs a_bout(a)thc imponancc of tlSing tIle l卸g∞ge iIl a抛1 way，(b)me
importaIlce ofle柏伽g about t11e l觚gllagc，觚d(c)the imponarIce ofpersonal妇ctors．

She 8_Is0 concIuded that common sIra【egies were related to beliefs about using me
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lang岫窘c，and也at co础ive stralegies were related to beIiefs a_bout me I锄guagc．
Goh(1997)岫estiga脚fony ESL le拍e培’me协co卿tivc awareness about

listeIling．She acces∞d t0 t11is knowledge by asking learIlers t0 kc印a‘‘1i咖ning

dia∥’w量lere they descfibed tlle way tlley listen，react to，arId perceiVe tIIe info姗ation．

IIl her咖dy，G0h印pIied the s锄e cl笛si丘cati∞of m心卜co印itive knowledge鹤

Wend％(1991)used in hcr study：person knowledge，协sk knowIedge and s仃ategic

knowle电e．she also developed sIl妇tegories f．or each of tlIe∞tIlr∞maill groups．

The snJdy revealed that the le砌ers lIad a lligh degrce of meta．cognitive a、】哪℃neSs

觚d wefe cofIscio憾of tIleir le锄ing stmtegieS in listeIling．As is s∞n f如m tIIe data，

也e stIIdents we糟able to bo也曲祝rve their cognitive proces∞s as welI鹞anicul硝Ic

meir bclie砖about le锄ing to listcn in EngIish．()Ile ofthe st∞ngths ofthis舱se甜ch is

that l韶me鹉bccof琳awafe of thcirleanling styles，stralegies锄d beliefs that couId

lcad tllem to improve their own leaming processes in othcr cmI渤‘ts．

BrowlII∞(200 I)investig鼬。d the Ilatum of印istel[Ilolo舀cal beliefs，in panicular

tlIe聆latio啮llip bctween co∞卸d p嘶pIlcral epistcmological belie8，ill pre‘辩rvice

te∞h髓edllcati∞snJdents．This stud乳b髂iIlg on咖pirical data collected Via

∞Ini．s劬lctured intenriews丘Dm 29 stlJdem teache巧iII Ausn氇lia，ex锄ined how core

beliefs a_bout knowiIlg were relat耐to peripheml beIiefs abom IeanIing．A tlleoretical

融嘲删ork w豳developed f研con虹deril鸣mese bdiefs dbout knowing．m rel撕on to

bcliefs籼眦learIling∞觚oVeralI set of epistcmological belie如．As a grol驰itⅥ郴

fb瑚d，stIldents’bcliefs a_bout kn0咖g瑚ged硒m a focus on lnlowlcdge船absol帆
矾d艘ivcd to a view that knowledge w雒cons仃Ilcted alld托嬲∞ed．The哪egories
rcl砒cd to le枷ng托nectled a mnge of beliefs矗Dm r；epfoductiVe mrough t0 mof；e

恤sfommtivc bcliefs about l鲫f11iIlg．A∞lationsIIip w砸noted bctwceIl tlle morc

sophisti ca_￡cd belicfs如out l【ll佣，iIlg and拄aJlsf6嘲ative beliefs abolIt l∞nIing．

1he advantages锄d di豫dvamages of m咖-co驴mVe印proach are also obViolls·

1'圮advaIltages colIsist i11 that the u辩of ifIIcrviews“百Ves le锄ers t}le opportIlIlity t0

elaboratc锄d re日cct on thcir exp硎encc，allo谢ng students t0 define锄d eValuacc tlle

leanling pro∞ss iIl theif oWn tem∥(BIocI【，1997)，卸d that‘‘it conside璐beliefs豳

l‘Ilawledge，谢矗ch implies th缸lcamers’beliefs are part of Ieamers’弼埘mng"
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(Barcelos，2000)．As for tlle disadVamages，iIl tllis appfoacll，beliefs afe s∞n硒

abs仃act entities iIlside l船埘e嚣’miIlds，arId tIle)，are not infcrf司f幻m∞tio璐，but

矗Dm illte而ons锄d statcments o|lly．Tllis印proach al∞fails t0 explain the铀ctio∞

廿lat beliefs play iIl sttldents’contexts．

1．3．3 The ContextII叠I Appm"h

The conlextllal appf0∞h is chamctcriz。d by tlle u∞of etlInography(Bal优los，

1995；Allell'1996)，diaries，jo啪als，n锄tivcs，and mctapho塔(Millcr&Gi璐bcrg，
1995)．b this印proach，beliefs a佗Viewed勰emb酣ded in stud∞tS’coll∞exts．伽
h鹊ic idca behjnd tIlis印pmjlch is combiIIing di侬：rent metllodS to inte呻t stIldents’
beliefs iIl tI圮ir c伽她xts(BarceJos，2000)．

Barcelos(1995)investigaled 14 seIlior EFL unde秘duate咖dents in B瑚比il by
llsing paIticip锄t observatioll'∞【Ili-stnlcnⅡ耐intel啊ews， 矾d open．ended

q∞stio蝴ires for me purpo∞of understaIlding stIIdents’L强gIlage“：跏ing Beliefs

tl啪ugh the ch嬲哦踊zation of mcir cuIture of l船nling lallgIlages．shc f．omd that

stIIden乜hcld thc beliefs about tlle role of掣ammar，me mle oftlle tc∞hcr，觚d tllc

mle 0f the tal_get·language c0IlIl_时．She aIso concllIdcd that stlIdents’previoIls

l锄gIlage le锄ing experienccs cx州铡s舡ong influ∞ce on t11eir l锄gIlage learIling

belie白．

Miller&GiIlsbc唱(1995)employed 80 detailed na啪tive diaries，29 audio·taped

oraI n枷tives，10 smdent note-book jo啪als，锄d student interviews t0抽veStigate
Am硝can吼der酽aduate锄d grad∞舵呶ld哪s gmdying in Russia．They aimed to

dcscribe the folk_lillgIlistic tllcories of stud锄ts stIldying abroad about tlle naturc of

l柚gllagc l洲ng锄d how it is le姗刚．The results shoⅥ蜘that studems belieVed(a)
l锄guagc is words and syn协x，@t11e坨is onc corrcct way t0 say tllings and fixed

ml髂，锄d(c)meaIling of words lies in me words tllemselves，鲫d mat students also

hcld me鲰'ho塔abou“觚guage le枷ing．

AlI饥(1996)conducted a c褐e stIldy of one Libyan ESL iIl据硼cdiate蚰Jdent in

Canada州m me aid of cl嬲s啪m observation，doc啪∞t allalysis，搬曲er alld student

interviews，Ieamer diaries，Ⅱle purpose of which is to mlderstand the influence of

teachers’beliefs on leamerS，lallguage le矗rIling beliefs．She concluded that the leanler
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ch彻ge his bcliefs about l鲫guage l髓rnjng d耐ng n圮ESL cour∞，a11d his belie自

became mor它similar to me teacher’s beliefs．

11lc co砷嫩ual approach o脑rs a broader definiti∞of beliefs嬲dyll锄ic and

social and prop0∞s a dif!fbrent methodology t0 inVestigatc beliefs．InVestigating LLB

ill context m眦s lcno晰ng Why leamers hold panicul盯types of bcliefs，how恤eir
beliefs丘t晰协omers tl诅t tllcy have，锄d how lllcir碱iefs arc relatcd to their∞tio鹏

(W00ds，1997)．In addition，mis印proach also pres∞ts a much more positive view of

lhe leamer mm tlle no腓ative and the meta．cognitive印pmaches，by tak访g students’

own perspectives柚d contcxts iIlto account．But mis approach also h勰i拄limi诅tions．

For ex锄pIe，some studies fail。d to i玎V酬ga肥me“olution of le锄e培’beliefS彻d

t量地iJlfamction bt帆惦en beliefs柚d actio璐；this ap仁oach辨ems morc sIlita_bIe for me

咖d诘s诵1ll small s枷pks∞ly．

1．3．4 The synthetic Appmach

The Syllmctic Approach is characterized by the u∞ofnot ally sin西e印pm∽h of

坞∞砌memioned籼ve bm me c0nl_binat诂n of the∞three approaches．In ather
words，nle辩锄pcs of Iese眦h may be conducted by the use of L墩ert-∞alc

qu船tio雌ai螂，seIIli-stnJcnlr甜interviews aIld self-reports，etc．to mterprcl slud∞ts’

bdiefs in tlleir resDective sociaVcul咖l contexts．

Peacock(1998：149)conducted a stlldy of 202 fifst-year咖dems h口m 11le

science，Mal崦柚d Engineefing D印amIlents锄d 45 tcachers硒m mc DepamIleIIt

of E心ish访Hong Kong Ci哆Umv懿时by us吨a self-化port queStio吼aire for

le锄e培伽beliefs抽ut l觚guage(BALLI)鹊wcll as a teacher version ofmc黜培

question舱№，a comprcheIlsive pronciency tcst，a sheet∞Ⅵihich Ie枷ers werc鹧ked

lo辩lf．mtc nleir proficiency，a∞mi·咖ct删imerview Sheet for Ie锄e塔锄d矾
essay topic．The pu耳lo∞of tlle stl坩y was to investigate the lir血s between le踟er

beliefs，tcacher beliefs强d EFL pmficiency．He concluded mat“a s诅ti妇cally

si印ifi啪t勰∞ci砒ion啪s found bctween 1eamer beliefs鲫d proficiency’’in Hong

K册g comc】(t．

Yol|n，Y她g，and Choi(2001)invcs【igated me nam聆of印islemological beliefs

曲Dm l朗miIlg by彻_alyzing the typc of f如t0搐iIlvolved in血e印iStemoIogical
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devclopnlent of SoIIIh Kore锄hjgh∞hool stlIdents．TlIe questiomlaire p∞kage，

consisting of the KoIe孤、惯sjon of印istemolo舀cal∞ale deVeloped by Jehng e￡a】．

锄d tlle Kote弛Ve您ion of辩lf-co舾tnlaI scaIe by Singelis，Ⅵ∞administered t0 a

g∞叩of K．ofe翘higlI∞hool mldents(N卅55)．11le package aIs0 included a su“ey

shoct collectiIIg dcmo孕apllic iIlfo姗ation on age，gerIder，cducati0Ilal level，GPA，

social eoonofnic stat憾(f缸nily i姒籼，p鲫e玎舡education矗l kVel，etc．)，and代ligion．
T11is stlldy showed t11at Sout量I Kc憾柚sh_aents leam．mg beliefs were北l砒ed晰tIl吐屺ir

inde础nt-∞lfcons衄laI(indiVidualistic∞l仁view)but not、Ⅳim meir imerdependcm
辩l舳舭s蚋】al(collectiVi鲥c∞lFView)．The辩r鹤ults rec彻fi咖ed tlle cultu静specific

n舭of印ist锄ological belicfS wllich we咒id％tmcd舶m p∞“o啷compamtive
snldies诵tll South Ko嘲n and Amcric觚collegc咖dcnts．

B锄at(2004)reponed on a study mat invcstigated belie蠡about l蛐gIIage

lc锄iIlg among 20 adult ESL le踟erS in Vie雠吼e∞context．11le survey ins仇珊e咄

a‘‘Belie蠡About Lang∞ge Le锄irlg InVentory”(Hor研tz 1987)，w勰used to coIlcct

da饥The廊ary aim w觞to idemi匆l锄ers’bclief§al’out second laIlguagc I髑栅ng
for tIle purpose of infbrInirlg syllabIls design锄d tc∞hcr p∞而ce．The secoIl‘lary抽玛

w鹬to discover if lilll【s e)【isted be押雠n stIlde玎腮’m娟va矗on for l肌guage le锄ing

锄d their beliefs．Results indicatcd tIla￡，despilc thc responden协，reportcd lack of

Iang∞ge l∞miIlg印timde，弛d the beliefiIl me s叩r眦acy ofchild’s sccond lallg岫ge

acquisitioIl'me l∞me塔’motiVation rcmaincd tligh．She出us concluded that extenlal

motivalors，such雒n∞d内r瞰Iployment pred啪i∞ted．

Su(1995)studicd 369岫iVersity EFL stIldents in Chine∞context in order to

dct锨ine tlle felationsh．p bctw蝴stIJdems’ln萄or learIIing s眦egy，style pre向ences
粕d t11eir bcliefs about langllage Ieafning by tlle u∞of SILL(S仃ategy Inventory abollc

L锄g吼ge LearIlin曲，Lc卸1ing Style Survey，BALLI，锄d BALAT(Beliefs about

leafIling跚d teachin曲，咖．She concludcd tllat culnlral beIiefs were∞t directIy

relatcd to Iea订地r’s prefcren∞ofstrategies．

Sal【lli&Gaies(1999)studied l，296咖dcnts at colleges a11d啪ive培ities ill

J印锄esc con乜ext by tlle u∞of beliefs qucstio蚴aire(45 Likert-type items)舳d

semi·smJcttIrcd interviews t0 invcstigate the beliefs of Japallese leanlers of English

19
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md dct锄ine if learIlers are co眦ist跚tin他p0谢ng their beliefs about laIlg∞ge
learIlmg．111ey concluded that LLB c锄change depending咖the situation，如d

stI硼enb inte印rct itcms in the questioIlI]【aire difI’ercntly舫m rcseafche娼．

Y锄g(1992)stIldied in Clli眦辩砥waIl 504 underg豫duates enr0Iled in EngIish
cl嬲ses at collegcs aIld uIliversities to e)【pIo坨second l龇gllage le锄e馏’beliefs about

l强舒lage l翩millg锄d tlleir u∞of lan娶I锄ge leamillg s协ltegies．He rcached tIle

conclllsion tllat糟latio璐llip be铆∞n bcliefs锄d s仃atcgy is not a sirnple onc and

should be interprel甜carc血lly．

Yu％(2002)删ed a sllrvey of tlle beIie蠡about leafIIing English hcId by 72
Secondary FoⅢ咖deIlts ill chincse Hong Kong context．The ai嘲ofme smdy were

t0 investig啦the levels of tlleir ofal proficicIlcy觚d their belie盘，and to ex锄im

levcls of co玎clatio潞betwecn t量坨ir beIiefs觚d oral proficiency．ne BALLI

questio蛐ai他by Ho州tz(1985)w雒邶ed．seIIli-s仃uctIIred inteIviews懈als0
c蛐ductcdt0 support缸da诅collec锄舶mthcBALLI．hltIlis stIldy，“w嬲f0岫d

that the陀啪s signi雠am posi咖e c0圩elation bct嗍l o蹦p∞ficiency ill坨lation to
eleven out of tllir哆-four BALLI items．0f吐le％o∞fell illt0 fo地igll l觚guage

印titude，t、】m imo tIlc mItl】∞of lang岫ge le锄ing鼬pcc协，锄d fow iIlt0 leanling粗d

commuIlication s妇tegies，and motivatio粥锄d expe删。船rcspcctively．
Benlat(2006)reI，ortcd a stIIdy of beliefs held by 262 English for Academic

PuIpo∞s(EAP)lang岫ge leamc娼iIl A1lstraliaIl context．HonⅣitz’s(1987)BALLl

w嬲lIsed to collect da_ta’砌ch w勰latcr compared、vinI觚Americ锄咖dy of 156
EAP le啪e培(Sicbert，2003)．Data缸alysiS Ilsing疗朝啪cy statistics showcd也at

belie6 aboIn Iang吼ge l洲ng∞porh：d by both snldy乎口ups wer；e simil孤in aIl
catc90ri鼹．n w鹊c∞cluded tllat dcspitc a∞谢l娜mb盯“intc卜grol巾di腩r∞ces，“

s∞ms pr朝1an鹏to concludc tllat beliefs about language le鲫fIing vary by contcxtIlal

setting．贼h仃，tlley a∞due t0 tlle ef‰ts of indiViduals’compIcx m悯gllitivc
smJctIl佗(as af艳cted by a n哪ber of sociaI，cunural，comextIlal，cognitive，affective，

锄d personaI f．actors)tllal is陀sponsible for tlle naturc柚d strcngm of伽e∞beliefs．



山东大学硕士学位论文

1．4 Language Learning Benefs and Language Pro矗ciency

＆哪嘲aIld O’【fotd(1995)ex勰ilIed thc rel粕nships of a Variety of indiVid、】al

variabl髓to∞d_of由raining pmficiency ra_tings in speaking觚d rcadillg岛r 855 aduns

iII intensivc tra埘ng ill a谢dc聊19e ofl柚guages al tlle US D印棚ent 0f Stalcs．
ney fo呻d a s臼ong correlation bet、】v∞n cogIlitivc印titudc锄d proficieIlcy tesc

代su帖in bo也sI=ills．They als0 rcported mal‘‘bclieving mat one c孤leam languages

weU w嬲sign镳c锄tly cor∞lated、^，itII proficie眦y in both speal【ing锄d reading”

(1995：79)．Howcver’tlle co玎el撕on of tIIe u辩of cogllitive s昀tegi韶w弛speal【ing

proficiencyw鹪foundt0 below．

Manne-Bromley(1995：373-383)惦edⅡ圮BALU to investigatcⅡle bcIiefs of

208 sevenm grade IIlidme sc_hool stIIdents tal【ing firmycar FD∞ch缸d sp雒ish in

心m瞄．Shc found that some of her studen俘belie6 about laIlg∞ge Ie枷ing di脑

fbm comm∞姆held teachers，bdiefs．The results al∞出；mo璐t豫te mat hef learner3

underestimate t量Ie di瓶cmty of langlIage learIling t0 a great extem aIld I咖y young
stlldems enter their伍哑laIlguage cl豳s w曲misconceptiolls a_bom IaIlguage le栅ing

tlIat rnjght hilld盯tlleir pfogress in l锄g旧ge le帅ing．Therefore，she s缸它sses t11at

teache娼need to ha’rc a c：e盯understaIlding of foreign language stIldents’beIiefs’

bcca晒e le锄e培晰tll realistic aIld iIlfo册ed beliefs对e mo∞likely to beIIave

productively ill d船s，work llardcr outsidc class，and pe档ist longer、vith l柚g峪ge

study，FiIlally，sbe pr叩oscs tllat when stIldem beliefs强d Perfomlance do not match，

they bccome缶lstr砷ed诹tll tIleir class锄d tlleir potential for le姗ing will bc

damaged锄d mat cenain misinfomled beliefs觚d expcc伽。璐may actually proVe

h锄mdm to tbeif乳Icce豁in虹圮das研oom．
‘

w髓锄d Jolln∞n(1997)即oncd a stIldy in a Chinese com∞(t of L2 Variables

锄d恤ir relaIionsllip to EngliSh∞11iev锄enI．111e subjects were 242∞con(1-ye甜

English喇ors舶mfive倒iary融itut沁IlsinN妣jingandshanghai．hthc s觚y，a
hypothetical causal modcl of sixt∞n嘣ables a虢cting En舀ish∽hiev锄em w勰

coflstnlctcd．h w踮f．o吼d tllat fiVe Variables including∞，【’U and L2 proficicIlcy，

st组tcgies mlat谊g to vocabulary 1eanling锄d mothcr tollgue aVoid孤ce，had positivc

2
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direct ef‰协锄d o∞Valiable，risk—taking s锄tegy，llad鹏gative direct ef钕ts on

En舀ish∽hieVement．Moreov％tlle direct eff＆ts of bclie内V撕ables on str8tegy

variabl韶were exammed锄d follIld to bc snDng and co嬲istent．Tllis他irlforc伪tlle

“ew nlal tcache陪觚d mal鲥als writers need to be awa陀o￡觚d se璐itivc to，

gtll山Ints’prc—exis血lg部sumptions a1)0ut t11e language leaming process．

F锄(1999)carricd ollt缸inve姒g撕on into tlle beliefs and s仃alegies of Hong

KoIlg stlldentsiIIle锄ingE叫i妣mcpu唧seof砒chw∞tofind outifth眦is觚y
砖latio璐llip be协雠n the∞tv∞fktors勰d whetllcr tlley arc∞laled t0 l觚gmge

pmfici曲cy．11壕subjects啪der stI|dy incll|ded 529 Ye盯O∞dc印e stIldents at onc

oftlle屯ertiary insti枷011s in Hong Kong，锄d tIle iIlstmm踯t f．or data c0IIecti∞w裙a

questio衄ail．c ada暇cd f如m WeIl(1993)based maillly on the岫issues reIev锄t to
nle 1觚guage le棚1ing process disc峭scd in Stem(1986；1992)．Findings of n地study

revcaled a∞璐is僦lt fclatiomhip be佃e％lallgllage lcaming beIic蠡a11d s啦l钯西es舔

well弱硎her complica土ed felatidtlsllips k咐e％也雠．MoTeover，IaIlgllage 1％ming

beliefs锄d s仃ategies related t0 hi曲English pfoticiency have beeIl identificd．111e佗

w鹊a m毽a土i：、他con宅la：tion bet_Ⅳeen Ehglish profkiency and螂bution belie矗，
fo册-fbc璐beliefs雏d Ll啪li8m beliefs w11ile a negaIive c0玎elation b酣Ⅳcen

L1．reliam bcliefs觚d En西ish proficie眦yⅥ懈statistically si凹ificant．In con打a巩

English profici饥cy con它latcd positively、vim m觚agement beliefs and meaIling—focIIs

bcliefS锄d i据rcl砒ionsIlip wim tl帕latcer啪s si舯湎cant．

Mori(1999a)coIlside塔how llle beliefs tllat iIldiViduaIs hold about langIlage

le锄jng∞late to t}leir nlore gencral bclicfs．IIl llef study of ex姗iIling 187 collegc

studems lca]rning J印anese嬲a f．ofej肛l觚guage，She finds some咖piricaI evidence

如r tlle existcIlce of l锄gIlage le椭g-陀l眦d belief dimemio船觚d for a relationsllip
bcnV蝴general印iscem0109ical bcliefs and l锄guage l锄岫g beliefs．She aIso finds
∞Ine evid锄ce for坞latio衄hips betvveeIl le锄efs’beliefs，acllievement in a f0咒ign

l锄guage(vafiables includc daily quizzes，acllievemem ex撕s，proficiency tcst，锄d

courSe achicV啪ent)，tlle锄ount of laIlg岫ge insm尬tion receiVed，觚d pc代印tion of

lhe course iIl which the learIlers enroned．

Peacock(1998)u∞d me BALLI to investigate the beliefs of 202 EFL students

22
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锄d 45 EFL tcach粥ill the D掣I栅ent ofEnglish al mc C时UniVers时of Hong

Kong．Results枷ica：ted that four of the mi鲰latched leamcr beIiefs ncgatively

a侬cted EFL pfoficiency．The students who ag嗽d that“lc栅ing a foreiglI laIlgIlage

is mostly a maner of l∞ming a lot of掣猢缸mles”werc less proficiem tllan tIlo辩
who disagreed．nle stllden乜who underestima∞cd也e di瓶cult)，of leanling a forci弘

we佗Iess pm右cient tll册tho∞诵m a more realistic view．The st|响缸lts who disagreed

嘶m tlle g眦ment“ifyou are allowcd to mal(e mistal(es in the bcgiming it谢ll be

hard to get rid of 111em l撇on，’we∞more proficient mm mo∞whO agrced．The
stlldeI】临、Ⅳho dlsagreed丽lh stat鲫ent“You shouldn’t say锄yming in lhe foreign

l觚gLlage瑚til you can say it cor他ctly'’wem mo托proficiem m姐mo辩who agrccd．

In additioll，me snldy found ll谊t a舢nII，er of dim鹏m l∞mer beliefs werc tnlly

detfi】m锄tal to succcss砌l强guage 1eaflling and thcy础mltcd in m鲫y dis鞠tisfied alld

fh蛐撇d咖dents who could not unde瑙胁d tlle枷伽me bellind the tasI(s也ey

c鲫丘cd Om in cl舾s．Fllnllernlore，the fi|谢iIlgs abom nle g印s be脚een tc∞her彻d

1eam盯beliefs黼如il甜to Ho聊i乜’s(1988)柚d MamIe·Bromle)，’s(1995)．
Le釉e硌’s撕sfhction witll the cour辩，co—idence in teache墙锄d∞Kev哪eIIt might

be negatiVely a脑cIed．

1．5 Summanr

11lis chaptcr h嬲first looked at tlle pamdoxical朋加re oftIle te册“belief’’．Bascd

衄tI：屺defmitio璐feViewed，‘‰lief'’is dcfined勰‘‘觚y pfeconcciVed notions，id髓s，

vie粥觚d opinio玎s that one h硒”．11lcn，this c11apter h鹤∞viewcd difl确t defi咄ions
and tlle naturc of l柚gllage lcafning belie盘．Just勰the telm“bclief，’，langllage

leanling belie盘ar；e∞t OIlly a c0弘itive concept，but are social or cultuml constn|Icts

bom om of伽e’s exp嘶ences锄d probIems．ne re∞arch histofy ofl舭gIlage l蜘rning

beliefs h豳also b嘲rcViewed in accordance谢tll t11e印proaches diffbrcm rcsearchc墙

锄p10y：the№malive，tlle Me协co鲫itiVe，me ContextIlal aIld me Syntlletic．111e

adV卸tages觚d disadⅧtages of each印proach have been su舢arized respectively．
Fillally，tllis chapter tullls to tI]屺l“erature review concenling the studies that
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iIlvestigate tlIe relatiO嬲Ilip betwe∞laIlguage le明1mg beliefs卸d l锄guage

proficicncy，since tIlis is t王le main foc璐oftlle present snldy．
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Chapter Two MethodoIogy

2．1 Research Questions

The m血妣i“也e pres既t scudy眦雠st哦n协’bcliefs灿ut En昏ish

laIlguage Ieaming强d theif relali咄llip丽th l觚gI膪ge proficiency．Tllis stlldy is to

addre豁tlle follo谢ng queslio璐：

1．What a托the generaI骶nds锄d ch撇ristics of l蛆gIlage leaming bcliefs
hdd by Cllinese EFL le锄ers?

2．狮lat heIs of co玎elalion exist b蜘l锄guage le籼ing beliefs of CtIinesc
EFL leam啪觚d tlleir En西ish l孤guage profici∞cy?

3．How do meir belicfs di触硒m tho辩heId by lea腓rs in other leafIling

groups or culmral conte)(ts?

4．What pedagogicaI implicatio璐c锄吐屺p增sem陀∞arch pr0Vidc for EFL

tcaclling锄d Ie锄ing in Chim?

2．2 Subjects

Altogether nine cIas∞s of En西ish m面ors f如m school of ForeigIl L锄guages of

Shalldong Institute of Light Indllstry，Jinatl UlliverSity锄d Linyi University

parcicipdted ifl thc study⋯-a total of 384 students，1^，itll 58 males雅d 326触ales

frhe s甜ollsly iIIlbalaIlced pmportion of mles to fenml懿is tl】时stat憾qIl0 of foreigIl

l锄guagc cl鹪∞s in ncarly 8ll me CKne辩colleges or ulliVersi：tiIes，Ⅱ坨liIIlital：：io璐of

wIlich afe to be addressed in me co玎csponding pan ofmc C0nch珞ion Sccti∞．)．ndr

avcmgc agc is a吣眦2l，雏d all students arc硒m Mailll卸d C王Iil饥All oftIlem bcg弧

studying English疗om their jllllior mid珊e school，i．c．tlley have previollsly studied

English for ac least 7 ye嬲．111ey耵c sophomore Engl曲majors who tIavc been

gtIldying sIlch cour辩s嬲B嬲ic En西ish，Readillg，Listening，0ral English，Sociely and

Culturc of English—speal(ing Coun仃ies，etc．111ey have just忱d‘en tIle natioIlal English
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proficicncy test fof EngIish m匈。侍—陋M 4，tIle scores of which will bc used to

evaJuate the stIlden饵’English pro矗ciency．

2．3 Instruments and Data Co¨ection Procedu嗽

Four da组collection inst咖en拓are uscd in mis study．
1．A∞lfrcl)ort quesdo蛐aire⋯-Beliefs About LaIlguagc Le锄ing InVentoly

(BALLI)iIlitiated by H0r、】vitz(1985)

11Ic BeliefS舢m L锄gIlage Learning Invcmory(BALLl)is a∞lf-report

qucsti咖a如developcd by Honvitz iIl 1985 tllat investigaled 34 di脑rcnt leamer
beJie蠡a_b0III l锄g噼ge Ieaming．In tIlis research，me BALLl w嬲used almost

埘ch锄gcd，apart舶m a couple of items sli乒tly modificd for chille∞contcxt．n had

a Likeft-scale fo珊at：Ie啪ers were asked t0 choo辩f硒m’s投Dngly雄邸增，agfee，

neithcragr∞or disagree，disa伊ee，s虹ongly disagree。for questions∞lndomly ordered)

啊蜘ch fcn into five afe髂：(1)di街clIIty of lallg岫ge l∞rIling；(2)forci驴l蜘guage

aptitIlde； (3)t11e nanlre of l觚gIlage l ea】nling； (4) Ie帅ing 锄d 蚴疵cation
smategies；觚d(5)motiVatio邶觚d expcc锄om．

The BALLl wa3 administ盯ed to 384 smdents．They con叩l酏ed the questionnaife

in．class，om fb珊for each leam％∞t№respon∞mte was loo percenl．111e

Q雠stion眦ire is both iIl English锄d Clli船∞v盯si∞aIld is slightly chaIlgcd to su“

Ⅱ地Chine辩context．For懿锄pIe，it咖30 w船chaf培cd i哟“胁删册d C协f，坩卵miIl】(

mat h is imponam t0 speal【a forei弘l锄guage，’and沁m 33．mto‘％i，lf勰d国j脚印

a∞鲫d at leanling forei印lallgmges’’．If lcamefs haVe questioIls conceming mc

sta_tem伽临，1 would explaill them to伽e stlJdents in Chinese．The fomls were

completcd锄onymollsly，锄d the studcnts werc told tllat tlleir infbm眦ion would be

kcpt strictly con崩ential．

2．A q、lestio姐aire ofgubjec拈’backgroundjnfo咖ation

The aim of this queStionllaire is t0 collect da协concerning the stIldents’previous

learIIing experiences，meir b∽kground inf0呻ation that is ofhelp to t11is stIldy，舔

weU嬲their additional belie盎about English l锄guage lea芏11i119．
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StIld砷’back髓)切m诅fo撇tion锄d o出盯additional beliefs held by也e
鲥bjects were colIectcd tllIIou曲op∞—朗dcd questioIls．StIldents al∞conlple硼thc

backgmund questionIlairc豁well笛tI忙BALLI in cl船s．

3．A s切ndard English proficiency tcst for En91ish majo璐

WeuscdTEM4，2006∞tforE蟛ishM面ors，Gmde 4)t0缎sess mc stIldents’
pmficiency level．11lis tc或c0Ilsists of 7 pans：W耐ng，Dic诅tion，ListeIling

Comprche璐ioII，Clo跫，lkading Comprehe砸ion ilI addition to VocabuLary and

S觚咖．TEM 4 coVers a谢dc range“questio璐to evalua把studen：【s’English
pro矗ci伽叼，姐d is consi出麒沁to be∞e of也e most conVincing柏d rcliable

proficiency tests．m Cllilla．

The flIll score ofthe test is to be com，a伽int0 lOO．StIIdents weIe cl鸽sifiod嬲

nH优groups．stlld锄ts wbo gct 65-1 oo points ar；c to be cl器sifIcd as lligll·proficie∞y

le锄ers．1110∞啪fing 57·64缸d 40-56谢n be categorized勰middle-proficiency
le锄ers觚d lo”proficiency le锄ers rcspcctively．
4．A semi．s饥lctllred interview

The勘of tlle∞5捌mlte Semi—s咖n删in伦rviews is t0 collect qualitalive
data abloIn tlle origi璐ofthe subjects’beliefS to back up a11d勰sist interpretation ofthe

data obt￡Iilled矗Dm tlIe BALLI．ne iIlten，iews are to be held afIcr咖dentS completc

the questio衄aircs．D∞to a lack oftime，oIlly a total of 9 studen协(3丘Dm each

category～high-，Iniddb，alld lo”proficiency le粼s)、ⅣiU bc interviewed．弧e
whole procc鹞of ill：【erviews win be乱ldi伽taped fbf l栅仃aIlscription缸试
int唧re协ti∞．

Bom q∞stio加ai嘲and smdents’ex锄ination sco把s lead to q咖ti协tivc
infb帅a吐∞dbout s叫觚’belie砖about Enmish l柚g岫ge leaming锄d their

l柚guage proficiency，wbere鹊tlle queStio衄aire of subjects’b粥kground mf0锄ation

勰wcIl豳tlle opeIl·eIldcd int盯views lead to quali诅廿vc i耐-oIm撕。几

2．4 Data Analysis

2．4．1 Quan“tative AnaIysi墨

27
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T0 summarize mc studen招’responSes t0妞BALLI iterns and s叫ents’

proficiency test scores，descriptive statistics(f}equencies，percentages，meaIls，雠d

standard deviatio璐)wefe comput耐l断each item by nmning sPSS procedures．Since

merc甜e no cle盯一cut right and wrong answers to me BALLI queshons(For exanlple，

me ques矗on of“everyone锄le锄t0 speak English welr’is也e sdbject of

comrov盯sy．)，it is not llle purpo∞of mis paper t0 identi每“．mconecr’stud饥t

opiIlio璐，删her，it seel(s to describe speci矗c belie盘and discuss the pc岫ntiaI i呻’act

of tIl黜belie蠡on leamer expectatio啮粕d s眦egies．Statistical猢Iysis w硒al∞

donc to compu_【c me con℃lation(r)betwe∞snIdems’beliefs锄d tlleif IaIlgu咎

pmficiency．Subjects’respoIlses to the BALLI itcms were黝lyzed by calcul砒ing

m啪sc0坤s．The fiVe pOsitions删ng f}om“strongly a铲ec”to“sn．ongly disagree”
werc given weights of 5，4，3，2，and I for scorirIg purpo辩s．Studcnts’En鲥sh

profici伽cyismarkcd筋mOt0 100．

The reslllts w嘴唧增sscd ill a correlation coc旃ci铋t which啪geS舶m·l舶，
indicating pe疵ct negative c0玎elatiolI，t0 l，oo indicating pem赋positive co嘶lation．

11峙rcsllIts of the BALU wc陀comp眦d晰tll吐地佗sul协of pr“iotls studies of

a蛔ESLorEFL㈣幻曲硎ga主cif也ercwouldbcd豫rerIcesb咖艘nbeHefs
“Chi∞∞E乳k啪e玛觚d tI均sc lleld by learners in硎br kanling gf01叩s or oth既

nl蛔Ⅱal c‘瑚舡峨s．

2．4．2 Qualitative Analysis

As a qualitatiVe‰collection tool，intervie、】ving is翘other appropriatc
ill鼬mmeIlt to meet me fequirements of the presem study．Tucl【rn锄(1975：293)says

tllat“bypro、ridillg∞cessto wllatis‘inside apcr∞n’s head’，(it)makes“possiblet0

mc觞llre what a person^mows(kIlowledgc or inf0彻ation)，H，h砒a pc稻on likes or

dislikcs(val嘲觚d preferenc船)柚d wl斌a perSon tlliIll(s(anitudes觚d beIiefs)”．

Mopeov％illtefvi唧illg is defmed by F彻ta舱&Fmy(1994：361)邪“one oftI抡most

common aIld Inost powc血l、vays(we璐e)t0 ny 10 llIld蝴d ow fellow h啪舭
bcings”．

Inte州eWing can be g咖ctllJ．ed，semi·struct删or uIlshucml刮，depending on the
de缈e of co咖l over tlle intenricw．In thc preScm stIldy，semi·stnlcnlred intervie、Ⅳs，
2矗
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w量Iich me姐tllat ttle intcr“ews a佗b硒ed on tlle u辩of锄interview guide——a list of

qwstio略柚d topics n∞ded to be coV盯ed in a particul甜order(Bemard，1994)，a陀

ado娜ed b∞ause ofttIe tinle c0潞m血t锄d tIle lirIIit ofresourc船．

2．5 Summary

T1lis chaptcr h嬲first put fbrv，ard the reseafch questio鸺ofthc prcs曲t stIldy，the

main矗)ci ofⅥ加ch afe t11e gcneral trcnds of Chine∞咖deIIts’bclie6 about English

l觚guage le啪ing aIld the rel砒i蛐诵m meh l孤guage proficiency．AftenⅣa“b
thc subjects，insm船erI瞧a芏ld da置a collection procedures of也i$scIldy haVe bcen

specified．～to鼬er n妇classes of Eng“sh lmjors矗啪SchooI of F0fci印
L锄gIlag部of slIandollg hlStitutc of Light IndIls蚵，Ji哪UlliV粥ity锄d Li蛳
UIlivers姆panicip砒cd iIl t}Ie stIldy⋯-a total of 384 stIlden忸，谢m 58 maIes aIld 326

females．m tllis坨辩arch，we maillly u∞d questi咖air鹤to collect quantita_tiVe da协．
IIl ordcr to o啪me tlle lirni协石。璐of tIle ove卜d印蜘dencc on qu锄titatiVe data，we
also coIlected qllalitative da诅by mealls ofsemi—s叽lctIlred in姗iews．
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Chapter Three ResuIts and Discussion

11lis chapter研n present吐坨rcsIllts ofⅡlc present stIldy．The resIllts include

studenb’Eng置ish‰guage pro矗ciency，b∽kgrolIIld info咖ation of le锄ing English，

snld翎W respon∞s to thc BALLl wIIich show theirIanguage leaming bcliefs，aIld

corrclatio砸betwc％stIlde嬲’beliefs and t置leir laIlguage pfoficiency．IⅢbrII]嘶on

a_bolIt stlldcIlts’origi哪of beliefs丘Dm me∞mi—stmcmred inteⅣiews wilI aIso be

r印。删．
Tllis chapter is al∞deVoted to discIIssing me rcspon∞s of mrce groups of

stlld朗ts w曲dinbrent levels of lang啪【ge proficiency t0 tlle topics addres∞d by the

BALU．1rI碹m鲫lts a把90ing t0 be disc邶∞d according to the five main嬲pects

蹦ating to l∞me培’beliefs mal tlle BALLI intcnds to investigate．The cbar∽teriStics

of ClIinc∞EFL stl砌ents’le枷ing belie6 wiIl be s哪m捌捌．111is ch印ter wiIl also

disc璐s tlle similarities粕d di疵rences of l觚gIlagc k删：ling bcIiefs beMe朗di脆rcm

research contexts．

3．1 EngIish Language Pr06cienc’7 1lest

1．abte l giV船t11e English l锄g阻ge proficiency test results．ne subjec协were

diVided int0 three groups ofrougIlly cqual n啪bers onⅡlc b勰is ofpmficiency∞o∞s．

For a l硼；e s锄ple“kc tllis，“is rccommendedⅡmt tI坨higIl’middle aIld low

proficiency g∞ups each i|lclude equally one·tllird of tlle、vhole诧se缸ch popIllation

(Q虹2003：37)．In that c撇，tllere shollld be 128(1，3 of 384)鲫bjccts ill each

profici如cy group．Howc憎，iIl血c pres胁t咖曲，劬m me 128m协me 145m，mey all

havc 64 pointS．11l玳fore，wehavetotake也etopl27船血e h讪proficicncy group．

喇s mle aIso印plies t0 me division of mc otll盱№groups．Tht is why cach

pmficiency group does∞t kwe eqllal n啪bers ofsI|_bjects．
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Table 1．Pr够cie呻’Tesf ResM№口EM 4)
Gmup Numbcr Pe“；cnt Raflgc ofScor∞ MⅢ Std Dcvi砒j曲

Higll 127 33．1 65．100 7I．1496 6．17609

Middk 134 34．9 57斟 60 5672 2．24930

I一0w 123 32．O 4皿56 5I．0488 4．16632

TOtaI 384 loo 40．100 6lmls2 9．26614

3．2 BackgI’ound Information of Learning English

Tms pan s岫蛆arics stIldents’background info衄alion∞Ieanling EngIish，

Which is supposed to help support觚d explain studems’le扰ling bcli如．Tables 2，3

锄d 4、ⅣiU present tlle info】∞ati∞including tlle毹qu锄cy of ming Engljsh ou协idc

cl鹤跚Dom，也e矗equency ofwalching TV of movies or listelling to也e radio in English，

踮well鹪stud曲招'expcc诅tioIIs ofac量Iievcmen协in the first Engljsh ex锄ination tIlis

acad锄ic ye酊．

Tnble 2．The Freq钍enc)，嘭Us嗽English olltside clnssmom

Using EngIish outside cl鹅sroom
Total

Never Seld啪 Sometimes oRen

High 8 68 49 3 127

Gr叫p MiddIe 16 73 44 l 134

LoW 26 72 24 I 123

Total 50 213 116 5 384

T口bk 3．T沁Freqtlenc)’彰脚c蜘g TwMovies or Listening fo Radios
w面chingTV，Movi船甜LislI啪ingtoR赫os 酬

I。c鼯manoncc a l t03tinl嚣a MO忙th硼

Ncv贯 f110nth nmntIl Onccawcd【 on∞awock

Higll 5 18 32 2I 5l 127

Gfoup Mjddlc 5 柏 29 17 43 134

i∞w 12 29 33 19 30 123

‰tal 22 97 94 57 124 3“

3l
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Table 4．The Frequency醇Studen∥Expeclattons《nchi删emems

Exp洲S∞瞄in thc Fi括t Eng|ish Ex姗inali帅
抽isYcar To伽

o．29 30．59 60．79 80．100

GⅫp Hi窖II O O 23 104 127

MiddIc 0 O 7 127 134

LOw 0 0 12 lll 123

州 0 0 42 342 3科

G瞰emIly spcal【ing，tlle￡℃quency Of璐ing or being exposed t0 English outside

cl船sD00m白r botll stIlden括诵tll hi曲，nliddle锄d low proficiency is quite low．Only

5 shld曲tsom of384 r印0nto瑚e En曲shomside classro咖o‰，w油∞ly 3矗锄

higll proficiellcy伊oup，l丘Dm Iniddle锄d low respectiveIy．About 13 percen￡(50)

stl】d蜘ts r印ort that tlley nev盯uSc English out of class，锄d altogether mo∞thall 85

pe】雠m(329)of mc咖dents璐e English狮糟or less outside cl邪s啪m．RelativeIy，
mo心stIldents研lll hi曲English proficiellcy will u∞En91ish outside cl邪sroom m锄

stL出nts埘tlI low pr0&iency。

Ⅵ，ll砒is morc，irI tem培of the 6嘲uency of watcIIing TV／mo“es or listening t0

radios，stI|dents、】lrim lIi曲pro位iency谢ll w撒h Tv／moVies or listcn to radi∞in

En西ish more oft％m锄tllose诵tll middle and low proficiency．

As f缸娼the蠹equency of stu(【e11乜’expe碱m甜ks i$co张瑚nI耐，aU s叫ents，
lligll，middk or 10w proficiency，rcport a IligIl缸quency of g瞰ing hi曲marks in the

first examination in the ye盯：All the snldents exp∞t t0 get more than 60，aIld more

th孤89 pcfcem(342)ofmem exp∞鹋the wishes to get at lest 80 in tlle coming

En91ish ex锄ination．However，nlere is one poim that n∞ds to be noticed：stlldenls

w妯middle柚d low l锄guage proficiency have a Ilig}ler expcc锄on of their English

cX锄ination resul招since omy西out 82 pelrccnt(104)of me gtIldents、vim lligIl

proficiency expcct tllat they wollId get at least 80 in tlleir ex“natiofI’w量lile 95

percent(127)of tl圮students晰tll middle觚d 90 peraent(1l 1)砸tlI low l锄guage
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pro矗ciencyexpectth越tlleywouldgct all髓st80inmeex锄．

3．3 The Self-Report Questionnaire—BALLI

Descriptive咖listics were first computed for n忙BALLI，and，ANOVA w舔tIIen

condumcd to cbeck if merc were siglli矗cam di行brenccs amoIlg llle tllree proficiency

g咖啦∞让峙BALLl items．FiIlally，co骶lation analysis(Bivari删w够cond嗽ed to

check疆me心we∞si鲥ficant cor托htio啦between BALLI i把ms and I∞guage

profici∞cy．

3．3．1 D璐c—ptive Anab，s缸of me BALLI

The studen酽阳sponscs t0 t量le 34 items of the BALLI arc reported in mis part．

n屺restllts a托幻bc pre$emed ill化lation to tlle fiVe嬲pects～foreign Iallguage

印咖姬c，Ⅱ地n帅of l孤guage learning，leanling觚d comm岫ication st瑚【tegies，tlle
dif五cuhy of langIlage 1earning，眦d motiVatio璐觚d“pec诅tions．⋯which mc

quesli咖a醅statelll曲ts were dcsi印ed t0 inv嘲igate．The蛐bjects’responses we∞

绷Ayzed dcs啦心由ms髓ab)in o妇to蛔emm恤缸ends of蛐M豳
that tbe le锄ers held．

3．3．1．1 Foreign Language Aptit|lde

Items in mis嬲pcct of le跏ling beliefs concem tlle general cxistence of

specializcd abilities for I勰guage le锄ing a11d bcIiefs abDut me chafact翻s“cs ofmorc

of less success矗Jl l觚guagc l朗mers．Thus，thc∞itcms addrc嚣the i豁ue of indiVidmI

芦tential fof∞hievcm明t in I柚gIlage Ie枷ing．T曲le 5 rcl'ons∞sponscs to廿le forei髓

IarIguage ap畦tllde iteI邶．

Tnbk 5．Respo憾髓to Fore{醪Lan削ge矗pt{lude妇嘲(BALLI讹眦l，2，lo．15，22，29
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Gm Hi曲 9 14 104

Middlc 9 14 111

Low 5 15 103

ltemlO：It is e豁ier for solTIeone whO a王ready spca工(s a fbreign Iang雌ge to l∞m鞠omer One．

GfotIp Higll 39 42 46

Middlc 40 49 “

Low 40 40 43

Itcml5：l have fbreig|l l锄guage aptitude(a sp。ciaI abil时for Ie枷ing fomi印Iallguages)．
0roIIp High 29 16 8I

Middlc 40 5l 4I

L0w 93 9 21

IIem22：Wom∞are better than men at leamjng foreign l绷guages．

Gmup H曲 39 37 5l

Middlc 36 45 48

LOw 4l ，6 43

Item29：People W110 a∞good越malIlematics 0r sciencc a此∞t 900d at le帅ing foreign l锄guages．
Gfot甲 Hi曲 94 2l II

MiddIo 98 23 10

Low 94 17 lO

Item32：P∞plc who speak mo∞thall otle language well a陀very intelli铲nt．

Gm叩 High 39 42 45

M{d棚c 43 42 “

L，ow 43 37 42

I懈n33：Mainland Chincse a他900d al leaming f酣eign languag％．

OⅫJp High 38 63 25

Middle 46 67 18

L0w 44 54 24

I佃1134：Everyone c锄I∞m to speal【a forei印language well

Gmup HjgII 30 42 ”

Middlc 3I 36 64

L0w 40 ” 59

‘No钯：l=slro鸭ly dtsnFee．2=msn铲ee．3=舵tt}ler n矿ee nor d{跚gree，4=口秽ee，
5=s打onglyo蛰．ee

Fig坩es re伊esem num南ers《respo拍enls．

km l indicatcs that about 79 perc锄t(303 out of 384)of the stIldents believe

tllat‘‘Itis e∞ierfor出ldrentIlalI adul协tole锄aforei印language”．Ⅲs showstlIat

for most stIldems丘Dm a}lir峨·，it might be e嬲i盯to le跏a foreign Ian母lage iIl tlleir

cllildll00d period

Item 2 indicabcs吐Iat mofc lll龃82 pc麟mt(318 out of 384)ofⅡ碡咖dents

believc m砒“S砌e people黜bom州th a special ability which helps them le锄a

34
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forei弘l觚911age'’，wIlich强pIa．ms n蛇di侬僦ce betwe％higll proficiency students

锄ld low proficiency smdeIlts嬲shown by t|le lligh degr∞of correlation(剐．489)
kl押∞en i锄n 15 and langllage proficiency．Ifo舵劬ds t0 a确butc tlle success ofhigh

pr0氏ieIlcy stIldents oIlly to their special abil时iIl fofeigIl laIlgIlage learIling，he，she is

mdikcly to mal【e subs伽1tial e珏bns to leanl a foreign lang岫ge，tllus resulting in low

pro丘cicIlcy or poor perfbrnl锄ce． In mat ca∞， for也。辩studems wh0 1ack

∞lfconfidence，t∞chers’encouragements wOuld be 0fgreat vaJue．

n锄29 indical_es nlal about 74 pe嗽Int(286 out of384)ofme stIldents do not

bcli州ethat‘‘Pcoplewho are good atmamem撕cs or Sci吼∞a犯not 900d atle鲫lillg

forci卵l柚guagcs'’．This finding proVidcs僦is血al c、，idcnce against tllc complain协
of tllo辩如ls眦甜teache档who f葡l in鼬lt of the students majoring．m m砒h锄atics

or science．Tllis c强also懿plain ttle fbct tllat mam咖a虹cs觚d science students are no

less capable of gailling high proficiency tll觚othcr smdcms in leaming a forci髓

l觚g∞ge．

Results舶m itcm 32 iIldicale tllat 34 percem of the leamers believed tllat

‘砷叩le who speal【morc协arI one larIgIIage well a糟very imelligent’’，33 percIent

s仃ongly disa掣eed or disagreed，觚d still ot|ler 33 perccnt were in a neutral position．

11lis fmding suggests tlle diVerSified opinio璐of chine辩EFL le锄ers in tllis陀spect．
I钯m 33 indicatesⅡlal oIlly 17 percent(67 out of384)ofthe students agreed that

‘‘Mainl粗d ChirIe∞a阳good at le跏ing forcigll lallgIIages”．1Ks is all iIldication tllat

gcnerally，for Maillland Chinese studen招，tlle托is a l∞k of stIldem c0娟dence wllich

、Ⅳill probably lead to p00r pel晌姗趾ce in pm矗ciency．办is beliefmight be cau辩d by

the VaSt cultm_al and Imgllistic di佰：rerIces between Chinese and En西ish．

3．3．1．2 Natu聆of Lanpage L阻ming

T11is category includes a bmad mge of issllcs relaled to tlle natlI糟of l锄guage

lea玎ling，sIlch硒也e role of cultIl】ral contact觚d l锄gIlage immersion in lallguage

l锄岫g，觚d tlle learne璐’con唧tion of me foclls of．me laIl母Iage ieanling task．
ResDonses to tl圮se i钯ms are shown in Table 6．
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Table 6，Responses to Ndtwe《Lan弘d鹃Le甜ning he雌lBALLI ite艄

l，2‘ 3 蚰s

Item5：En酉ish is stmcturcd in the s锄e way豳chincse．
Gmup HjgIl 113 9 0

Middle 129 5 O

LOw 12l 2 O

Item8： t is nec髂sary to l【fIow about EngJish-spcaking cuItures in order to spealc Endish well．

G∞up High 3 ll 113

MiddIe 2 12 120

L—Dw 4 10 109

I把ml l：It is bener to leam a foreign Ianguage．m tIle fbrcign counny．

Gmup Hi曲 3 8 lll

MiddIc 6 3 125

伽 l 4 117

Iteml6：Le帅ing a fbreigIl l卸guage is mostly amaner ofleaming a lot ofnew VocabuIary words．
G∞up H岫 116 6 5

M龇 118 8 5

LOw 110 lO 3

I锄n20：LeamiIlgaf0陀i印‰guageismostIyamatIerOfle帅ingaIotofg啪mar rules．
GⅫJp HiglI 12I 4 2

MiddIc 119 7 5

h 113 7 2

IteIIl25：Lc硼ing afore锄l锄guage is di船rent from learn．ng other∞ademic subjec侮．
GⅢ叩 High 23 34 70

Middlc 16 38 77

LOw 25 37 60

It锄也6 ‰ing Engljsh is mostly amanef oftranslating fTom Chinese．
Omup Hi曲 122 4 l

MiddIc 117 5 3

LOw 114 5 3

|Nm：l=stro鸭iy disn铲ee，2=disⅡ铲ee．3=neitfter n铲ee∞r d{船矿ee，4一n∥ee
s=蛐‘ong移nFee
Rg计es represeⅢn姗bers彰responde瞰s．

ReSuIts of itcm 5砌icatc ma主the v勰t m萄ority of tlle sfudents inVestig砷甜

(about 96 pe∞ent)，whether tbey、Ⅳere丘om me Kgh or low pmficiency group，did not

ag陀e to thc point tllat‘‘English is s协JctIlred in tlle s锄e way酗Chinese，’．What’s

most辄rprising is that lllerc w勰∞t a sin酉e stlldem who snDngly agreed or a缈ed to

tllis belie￡T1lismay bc explaincd bythe缸ttllatmost oftheCllincse EFLl船m啪

tel帕to a∞m圮tlleir slow progrcss or Iack of sIlccess in forei印larIg吼ge l∞ming to

36
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tlIe矧k吨di行efenc髂b吐w嘲ch址∞卸d English．As is kllo、vIl，mc English

l锄gIlage belongs to the IIldo·EuropcaIl f抽ily，whe∞雏chi∞∞bclongs t0 tlle

Sino_TiktaIl鼬liIy．so，in me IIlinds of Cllinc∞EFL le锄e璐，tI地sharp di行erer雠s

bc㈣ChiIle∞柚d English coIlstitute tl圮m萄or difficulties in l觚g∞ge Ieaming．
Findings劬m item 8 indi∞：ce mat morc th如89 pe瞄nt ofthe咖dents believed

that‘‘It is neces翰ry t0 l【IIow a：bolIt En甜ish一印eaking cultll托s in ordcr to spealc

EngIiSh welr’；删vef，even 88．6 percem of mc smdents舶m me low proficicIlcy
鲫up agreed t0 mis bclie￡11lis shows tllat most Chine辩EFL le姗ers havc already

reali始d the inlpo咖cc of‘‘cultll∞”in nle process of f-oreign l铀喀uage l韶mi玎g．To
pm it simply，Inost of th锄a阳cul饥呛·con∞io懈．Tllis is衄doubtI亭dIy o鹏of me

l削lts ofthe culT％¨船cJling mtj伽ale in 111e cl器sr∞m：cmcivating Chinese stlldeng

cuI咖I甜warcness．
1把m l l细|d：ica置es that aboIIt 92 Dercent Of the s机dents believed that“It is b嘣盯

to le锄a foreign l锄零lage in tlle如reign coumfy”，锄d 96 percent of tlle stIld明ts

f}om tlle low proficiency group艇乒捌to mis point．From stlJdems，background
inf曲瑚瞳ion’we how tIlal none of tlle investigated h豳ever had the ch弛ce of

仃avcling dbroad．nle—孤，most ofthem longed for having幽Ie opport吼ities t0 leanl

Ellglish in the English·speaking c0啪tries．TIlis is also explained by llle胁t tllat most

Chine∞EFL le椰efs complain me lack of English en“rollIIlem in tlle process“

le眦ling English．TIlis may lead t0 a觚hcr如smnption tllat Clline辩EFL snldenls，

espccially tllo∞砸th low prof|ciency，are l搬ely to砌bute tlleif slow pr0伊髓s or
l孔k of succc豁iIl forcign IangLlage leanling to me Iack of opp0叽uIlities to smdy

a_‰ad or to tIle lack of forci弘Ianguagc Ie锄ing envi∞nrnents．We c如also malce

∞other infbrcnce f如m ttle fesIllt Of i诧m ll t11at in fbreign l孤嗍e teachillg，school
越lnl硎ties or te∞hefS shollld proVide or cfeate more rcal or positiVe foreign language

leaming cnv的舯cnts illside Df outsjde￡he cJaSsroom s0鼬to incfea∞nle studen￡s’

Ie衲g intercsts柚d language proficiency．As for tlIe stI吲}en忸，llley should take an
髓tiVe part ill tlle姒l 0r simulated E】19lish acti“ties or games to角cilita：cc tIleif

English laIlguage l∞miIlg．As is shown in studen岔backgmund inf0髓ation and in

tIle intel嘶ews，t11e m面or difference be柳een the hi曲and low proficiency stIldents in
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mis studyistllat mefo蚴盯have b啪c，【po∞dmomf嘲uefInyto∞al or sjmulated

English learIling锄mromnef峨，such弱w鼬ching English movies，mingling、^，it王I

native speake髂，or taking part irI EngIish actiVities or g锄es，锄d so fornl．

I蜘ls 16，20觚d 26indicatetllatmorctllall90，92 aIld 9l percemofthc studen协

respectively did∞t档e m砒‘karning a forei印1aIlglIage is mostly a maltcr of
le枷illg a lot of new vocabIllafy words”，“LcarIling a foreigil l觚guage is mostly a

mattcr of le枷ing a lot of掣amm甜nll嚣”，锄d“Lt删ng E嘲ish is mostly a maner
of tra叽sIa：tiIlg舶m Clli雎∞"．ne∞findings盯e quite diffe咖t疗nm tlle仃adi60nal

comⅪ埘ons heId by Clline辩EFL l姗e辑柚d also sIlggest a couple of cll锄g鹳of
Chi∞∞EFL tcaching alld Ie锄liIlg dllring tlle past decade．The first ch觚ge is tk

由mmiti∞f如m ex锄-0riented to quality-oriemed cducation． As is hown’

僦Idmo越lty，Chine∞EFL te8cKng锄d l哪ing甜e based∞“passmg cxams，’，which
is mf撕ed t0躯‘‘ex锄帕rieI删education'’．In tIlis contc巩for most foIeigfl laIlguagc
tc∞hc培and lc锄ers，le锄i119 a f．oreign l锄guage is mostly a m8tter’of Ieanlillg a lot

of雌w vocabulaDr words觚d gr姗mar nlles，which re锄ltcd ill too m粕y d柳Ⅳbacks

iIl forei弘hngIlagc tc￡lclling锄d le删ng．Af}er yc螂of explomti彻柚d阳fb姗ing

e行ons，Chine∞EFL tcaching and learnjng h船tumed to strcssiIlg me imponance of

‘‘qmli锣”mther tll强‘‘e期ms，’，which is refb玎ed t0雒“qllality．0rien蟛d。ducation”．

Although；n弘a蕊ce髓ill a lot of t昀ch髓s and learners are舛扯ticing ex锄州ented

f．oreign l锄gIlage te∞址ng and lealTling，me con唧tion of“qualit)，-oriented，’te∞hing

and le踟ing h船bcc砌e deeply instilled in山e minds of Chinc∞smdeIIts．The

secoIld challgc me∞items suggest is the trallsition of te粒hing approach劬m

“gramm缸栅埘砒ion teaching，’to me黜m“con蚰lllIicat№I锄gIlage t铭ching，’
觚d‘‘Iask．b勰cd te∽hing竹．Tnditional印proach of teaching En鲥ish emph嬲izcd

F明珊∞t∞chirlg．No mancr wlmt t0 le锄，speakillg’writing or reading，tIley would

f醅璐∞whetl嵫也eir伊彻哪!雒w蹈c0僦ct of not．In addition，me basic te∞hing

prDc髓s w邪to tra璐la：【c丘om one l卸母lage to锄0ther．TIlis teaclling approach 11as

provcd t0 be ou池tcd觚d oflinle help for mc脚r0V锄咖of sttIde鹏’f0陀硒

l锄g∞ge proficiency，especia王ly me oral pmficiency．In tllat c解e，tlle emergence of

c0删舢nicativc IaIlg峪ge teaclling锄d task-based t％clling h嬲beoome ineVitable．
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The r鹤ults舶m tIle辩tlll佻items鲫ggesl the strong impact of Chi∞’s cducational

mf．o哪these ye盯s∞C量li眦∞stIlden博beliefs Of forcign l柚guage learIling．

3．3．1．3 L妇ming and Communication St憎tegi臼

The∞i锄ns addre路1e删ng and commllIlicati∞鲫ra_cegies胁d are鞠柑to be
most di嗽lly rclated to a stud铋ts，actllal l锄guage leaming pmctice．址恤s 17柚d 21

坤南r to lc扰lillg s昀舱gies，雒d沁ms 7，9，12，13，18彻d 19 conccm comm岫ic鲥0n

scra肥gies．StIIdents’respon∞s to the辩ilems are fomld ill T曲le 7．

Tabte 7，Re唧mes fo Lenrn堍nt证Com删mc口li嬲Str口tc静Aems(BALLl{te潲7．9。

l∥ 3 射5

Leaming S仃{魄ies
Itcml7 Itisi唧ort醐tto repeat粕d p删iceaIot．
Group HiglI 3 2 120

Middlc 3 6 12l

L㈣ 3 2 115

Itcm2l：It is impoftant to pfaI旺Ice wtm c蛳蚀％or Video tapes．
Gmup HigII ● lt 112

Mid棚c 3 14 113

LOw 2 23 98

C0mmunicatiOn Stratcgi髂

Item7：It is impon锄t t0 speak EnglIsh谢tll卸excellent acccnt．

GrouD Hi曲 23 30 74

Middle 24 34 76

I，0w ，3 26 64

Ite硼19：Y0u shouidnft say柚ything in English岫til you c勰say“correctIy．

O∞up Hjgh 110 6 ll

Middlc 7l 22 40

L0w 22 2 98

lteml2：Ifl heard s啪cone speaIcing English。1 would 90叩to tll锄so tIlal l could p怡cti∞speaking
t11e hnguage．

’

·

GⅫJp HiglI 27 22 79

MiddIc 45 62 ”

L，0w 92 19 12

lteml3：Irs O．K。to gu豁s ifyou don、know a word in EngIjsh．

Gmup HiglI 6 lO lll

MiddIc 7 24 lOI

Low 78 17 28

lteml8：I feel seIf_consciO璐spcaking English wjth other people．



GmuD HI曲 鼯 1l 23

M试dlc 18 39 75

LOw 17 10 96

Iteml9：lfyoua他a儿owedtomalce e“口rsintIIe begi帅ingjt wllI be hardt0 get删oftIIemlafer咖．

(孙m H讪 52 29 46

Mjddic 60 18 54

Low 引 24 48

4No证：l=s扣ongly d{sngree．2=d{sq黟e≈．3：Mi|№r 89r盹n。r disngr霉e．4=口铲ee．

5=slroH昏y口铲ee

Fig咿es represeⅢmtmbers巧respo件妇鹏，

111托gard t0仃adi石onaI le枷Ilg sh钺egies，botlI stlments of Iligh and Iow

proticiency印dorsed地pen60Ⅱand pr删∞．～togethcr morc tllan 92 pc职m 0f Ill。

咖dents bcIieVed that“n is确portarlt to repcal and practice a lor’．The∞resuI协may

mflect th缸tk c0唧t，“pral嘶∞makes鼬ct'’．悖deepIy footod．m studcnts’m-mds．
Hovvever，删ically，a g馆a鼢’删啪ber of high pmficien叫stllden协a佗w珊ing t0
speIld mo圮tinle On re“sion or pfacⅡcc∞th甜their proficiency may be betl盯血锄

nlo辩谢th low pr06ciency．

Accotding t0 tIlc rcsuh f砧m沁m 2I，mofe tllan 84 pcrcent of tIle蛐jde呲s

achlowIedged tIle importance of using c嬲船nes叫vidco tapes t0 practice Englisll．

This sugge啦me p0啊，cffhl illlpact of瑚diti∞甜1a119uage laboraIory on stLlde船’

l鳓iIIg of the ErI百ish larlguage．Such beliefs hcld by most stIl如Ⅱb a噶coⅡsistent
耐m thc gcneml sinlation of foreign l锄gL吼萨把扯hing锄d learning in mo啦are鼬of

Chi∞．IIl咧na'not alI collegcs or ufliVe埽ities啪pmVide tlleir stIIdcnts谢tll e∞ugIl

陀al劭91ish-spc描Ilg跎tc．mgs or envir0衄ents for nlem lo pmc“辩Eng玎sh；Most

stIldents 96ll lely∞c嬲se船of“de0 tap亡s叫ottIcr elcctronic fkilities(in tlle

cl酃sr∞m or∞吼d№，or at ho忸e)t0 pr卸ti∞IislcIling or speaI【in晷

As to iIcl咀7，we fifld血at only 20 pcrcent of the stLIdcllts disa伊eed甜strongIy

di鬣唱r耐to me bel-cf“It is ilIlpon觚t幻speak Englisll、vitll锄exceIl咖獬cnt'．．

Most stlldents put great ValIle on acc吼t，wllich su龆e啦that the tfadjtiOIlaJ硝蜘伽

for s∞ormⅢforei霉ⅡI赳培uagc s眦c舔s pr凯鼍妇in nle min幽of tlle种IldeIIts．

Thd“iona玎y，thc sccond or舶gn l甜培呻ge鲫ccess is me鹊ured aga抽st tlle枷Ve
s弦ak蹦TI哦is lo say，nIe 90al of胁i朗l阴g∞gc Ieanlc硌is to acMe"me
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profici锄cy of nativc speakers，or t0 acllieve na6ve-like proficiency．In order to be

able to spealc likc nativc sl煳ke稻，“is not sur州sing foI’snldents to anach great

inlportan∞t0 11le“staIldard．’or“excellent，’∽c％t．

1k VaIues of sIlch findings are勰foIIo粥．According to Peacock(1998：258)，

“锄y sn锄egy tllat directly promotcs l卸guagc lc蛐g shouId perh印s be taught to
smdefI协”and te∽he心shollld姆best‘‘to help stIldents u∞the more effective

s虹锄e百船in tIle l∞miI】g proccss，’(Fan，1999：76)．n is also advi∞d that a c啪fortable

越证pressure-丘ee∞、riroImlcnt of le删ng English sh叫d be p柑vided to reducc
触n协’觚xieties锄d make ttl锄haVe prog他ss iIl their oral profici锄cy．
33．1．4 Dimcul哪of L粕阴叠ge LeamiⅡg

n地∞“咖s co眦em t量圮di衔culty of le踟ing EngliSh舔a∞cond or forcigll

l锄舯ge．Items 24觚d 28 as∞ss the felativc di壤culty of di行erem language skills，
鼢d itcm 6跚rveys蛐础e呲s’雌ctations f醅succe豁．Re印撇s to t11e di缳cul母of
l锄guage learning∽displaycd iIl 1'able 8．

Tabie 8．RespoHses to D秭c越1)l《kng嘲ge Learning Ife粥(BALLl讹ms 3．4．6．14 724

l，23 3 鼬s

Item3：SOme languag髂甜e easier to Ieam than 0thers．

Gmup High 17 27 82

Middle 23 27 82

LOw 16 25 80

ltcm4：Englishis：1)aVerydi娲cultl锄guage，2)adi娲cultl∞guagc，3)aI卸g嗯gcofmedmm

di衔cuI母，4)锄e罄y I柚guage，5)a Vcfy e鹊y l觚gu咎
Gmllp Hi曲 10 73 “

Midd】c 14 “ 36

I，ow 9l 17 13

Item6： beljeveⅡ雠1 will leam to speak EngIish Vefy weII．

GⅫm HiglI 4 9 114

Middlc 3 16 lt4

Low 6 20 97

lteml4：Ifs咖eo嘴spcmo∞ho盯a dayleafrIingal柏gLIagc，howlongwould ntaket}lemt0 spealc
nlel锄guagcnu跚t妒1)l髑m锄aye虬2)1—2 ye躺，3)3—5心吣，4)5一10ye郴，5)y伽canftl啪
aIanguageln l hOufaday．

OmuD HjgII 3I 27 69

MiddJe 43 20 69

4
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LOw 44 28 5I

ltem24：It is e私．er to spcal‘m蛐undc搭taIId a fbrejgIl l锄guagc．

Gmu口 Hj曲 59 32 34

MiddIc 62 33 36

Lw 48 34 38

Iteln28：It is e舔ier t0陀ad衄d Milc English tll柚to speal【锄d understand(Iisten呦．1．

(加IIp Higll 46 24 57

Middle 42 24 “

L0w 52 26 44

lNote：l=strongly disngree，2=d话n铲ee．3

5=stro嚷lyn铲ee

Item 14部ked把spondents to estima把tlle length of tilIle necessary t0 l锄a
l锄guage．Omy 30 percent of tlle s伽dems beli“cd tllat om call le锄to speal【a

l趾guagc㈣Iy舭2 years if he or slIe卿。舱hour a day融Ir【ling恤
l锄glmge．Ttlis sugges抬tllat in t11e e”s of most Chine∞咖dents，tIle EngIish

l柚guage is not easy to le锄．T11is outcome is comistent晰m mat of沁m 4 in mal

altogetller oIlly 24 pefcent of stlld盯昭tIlink t11at English is an(Very)eaSy I锄g∞ge．

1Ks缸ding can accoum蠡M n壕overalllow proficiency of Chim鹋EFL kame嚣，

璐pccially thoSe n0鹏-English·m面ors．

According to i钯m 6，generally，morc tllaIl 84 pe氍ent of the scudents beIieved

tllat tlley诚lI le锄to speal【EngliSh vcfy weII-Most inte删ingly’altllougIl most low

profici％cy stlldedts也0ught Enghsh w嬲缸舶m easy to learn，they(78 p凹嘲n)stiU

chcrishcd a hi曲ex删ion of IearIling EngIish well．HoweV％We must be cle盯that
thc seemiIlgly same瞄uh may llave di疏rcnt illlplicatio粥：For the higll proficiency

snldents，tllis belief indicatcs meir s的ng∞lf．coIlljdcnce'where勰for me low

proficiency on船，it reflects nollling but也eir g时ong desire t0 be succcssfIll．m fo咒i口

l柚guage Iearlling 0f tlleif dete肿inalion move“ead iIl spite ofs0 mally di伍cuIties．

3．3．1．5 Motivations aⅡd Expectations

nese iteIns conc锄desires卸d opport吼ities tlIe smden协as∞ciate、vitIl tIle

le锄ingofEnglish．Respo蹴sto ale∞ne哪种即rtcd．mTable 9．
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％ble 9．Respotlses to Motivaliom n砌Expectatio船l衙璐(BALLl{le档23．27．30黼d

l∥ 3 4{s

l锄1123：IfI get to spealc English ve-y weIl，1 will have m舳y叩portunities to use“．

Gmup H神 4 lO 113

Middle 5 17 109

Law 3 ll 108

Item27：IfIlcamEn91．shvefyweII，I诵11 have betteropPonunitiesforagoodjob．

(舢p HigII l lO 116

Middlc 2 ll 119

Low 3 8 lll

Item30：Ma．nl矾d Chlne∞think th越h is import枷t0 spcak a f0他igIl 1狮guage．
Gmup HigII 7 16 104

Middlc 4 13 114

LOw 7 22 92

Item31：I、帕uldljketolea丌IEnglish sothat ’c锄gettol‘11aw船spcal‘eB b蛳％

G∞叩 Hi曲 65 43 18

MjddIe 77 33 2l

Low 67 39 14

INo诧：l=s打ongly出sn铲鹳，2=disQgree．3=mnher n铲ee∞r msn∥ee．4=ngree．
5=s打onglyagree

R鲁llres re∥esem眦mbers《res印ndems．

AccordingtoTable 9，81 pefcentofthc scudents也oughltItatitw笛importaIltfor

Chinese people to speak a forcign la】19uagc．T'Iis sIlggests tlIat tIle m勾ority of

CtliIlese stIldents}mve f∞lized tlle imponance of嗽st喇ng a foreigll langIlage in

(撕11a．This fcsults丘Dm n峙f如ts tllat Cllilla is now engaged‘m openin哥up and

mod印dz撕∞“Ve and is in need of talents who啪speak at le瓣one forei髓

language．

11lc m萄耐ty of snlden招a辎晒舢ed the ability t0 spea】(En舀ish witll better job

oppo竹llnities(90 perccnt)锄d mought they would have‘‘marly opponImitier’t0 IlSe

English(86 perccnD．III tlle删．s灯l】ctured intervicw，all tbe fespondents sIfes∞d that
“w豁e舔y for pcoplc who∞En百ish pr0丘ciency w勰good to fhld ajob and t0 get

promotcd．m additio玛according t0 tlle resuIt of iteIIl 3l，omy 14 pe托ent of tlle

students expresscd a s仃ong desirc for筋e11dships with people who Speak English．Ill

me∞mi-stnlcttlI蜘．mterview鹪well，few students said that mey would 1ike to le锄

English so也at mey could get to know i协speakers ben盯．
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1nhis findillg is qu沁吼ique aIld reflects most Chinese EFL studen留motivation

of Ieaming a foreigrI language．As we l【llow，锄iIIlport锄t distinction、Ⅳitllin

motivadon can be drawn bctw咖iIl砸f塔ic锄d extrinsic motivation．The fomIer is

tllought of躺‘愧ing埘ttlin t11e拓呔itself．a姗1∞of acbievement，∞If_estctIm，州de

in∞lving tlle problem，e巧oymem of tlle cI勰s，being able to usc吐le language嬲

d韶ired’：w11ile the I甜盯is‘‘therefore extemaI to the task itsel￡usually other

coflseq啪ces of success on me task：prize for doiIlg well，gening thc job of one’s

choice，a lligher position，gaining∞me certificate on a test sco陀”(J0llnson&JotlIlso|l’

200l：220)．For most Cllin黜EFL le锄ers，meir motiV砒ion to le枷a forei萨

lallg∞ge is ex仃i11sic：passing ex锄inaIions，ge砸ng∞me usefIll cenificates，job

懈nlJnjties，promotion possibilities，and∞咖．For∞me ome陪，meir motivation
may bcbonli枷IlSic雏d e)【triIls沁．

According to K咖(1995：81)，sccond l缸guage lear鹏体have“ins帆嘲髓taI锄d

inte伊aliVe mo帆atioIl”锄d“gtIldents wm bc矗啦舡眦ed if dassfoom methods do not

ma：cch their expect砒ions”．Th盯eforc，‘．rnorc teachers should be seeking their l鲫ers’
opinions on how廿leylealll and on wIlattllcy、Ⅳi啦to doin cla鼹，’(Peacocl【，1998：

2601．

Almough tlle respon∞s show tllat some stIldems}lave a strong willingn船s t0 talk

谢m锄d to gec to know peopIe who speaJc EngIish，merc is a lack ofevideIlce thal

t11e辩stl坩铷临∞tIlally know how to estabIish such contacts．In fact，in CIline辩

con锄【t'mere a∞∞t∞maIly oppom“ties for smdents to make衔ends wim people

缸眦触i弘co衄tries and itl粒I【s a rich En班ish-speal【ing∞vim哪em for咖d锄ts．
neref0豫schooI autllorities觚d teach粥should help ilI“s reg甜d by crcating a

langlIage．rich饥vim哪ent趾d pf0Viding greater oppornmmes for purposc^Il use of

E抛lish∞恤t me smdems’inteI弘tive or in翻鸺ic motivation c锄be devcloped

fIlrt慨

3．3．2 A聃J)，sis of V曩ri叠nce of the Th憎e Pro丘cienc，，Gmups

ln tllis scction，rcsults ofANOVAare pre湖tcd to check iftllefe were si印ificafIt

di氐reIlces among tlle thI∞proficie眦y笋oups on the BALLl items．

¨
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As can be se∞ill TabIe lO，a 0nc．way ANoVA test shows that a si鲥ficam

di彘rence e】【ists锄ong tlle proficiency grolJps for it啪4(p80．670，萨0．OOO)，item

9(辟106．779，p=o．ooO)，item“(产3．39l，p=o．035)，it锄12(辟63．95l，尸O．Ooo)，

item 13俨140．026，p=o．ooO)，item 15(冈9．067，旷町．OOO)，觚d item 18(F-76．893，
p=o．Ooo)'but not矗”otller items∞圮de嘶Icd ANOVA results are outlined in ule

Appendix D．

1Il order t0 examine me spccific diffcrences，p∞t-hoc multiple compafis∞tests

(Sche疗c)wcre pe廊册ed．T1lc msul招are ounined m Table 11．Thc rc轴lts of也e

comparison f研itcr璐4 and 13 3how tllat tlle snJden招iIl low pfoficiency group arc

signifi锄tly di伍∞呲丘om mo∞in Kgh proficiency group A(旷吣．00∞觚d middle

p∞ficiency gr01巾舻：o．Ooo)．Fbf items 9，12锄d l 5，Sche虢indic半【cs that mere is a

si嘶ficant dif锄eme砒吐坨p<0．001leVel◇=o．000)bctwcen me tllr℃e proficiency

gmups．As t0 item ll，tI他low proficiency group is signiflcantly diffbrent右rom也c

high pr06ciency gr01lp垆0．035)，but si鲥ficam difference does not e，cist between

tlle Iow and tlle middle proficiency group(矿O．498)or k卿肾朗tlle middle锄d tIle

11igll profici髓cy鲫up铲铂343)．As for item 18，也e higll group is si弘ificantly
di行e姗t at me p<O．001level疔0m me omer柳o groups，but me low proficiency

gmup is di僚勰nt舶m thc middle proficiency伊oup at nle p<O．05 Ievel p=o．088)．

For othcr BALLI items，∞sigrImcant di豌rcnccs are found beMeeIl tlle nlrec

pro{iciency groups，也e s僦stical details ofwl矗chm listed in也e Appendix lI．

Sum of Mean
df F S均．

Sauafes Sauare

Item4 Be椭een GrouOs 61 728 2 30 864 80．670 ．O∞

Wnhin Grou鹋 145．∞5 379 ．383

TolaI 2∞733 381

Item9 Between Groups 124．110 2 娩．055 1∞779 ．000

W．帅．n GrouDs 220．257 379 ．581

1bbI 3“．3∞ 381

Itemll Beh帕en G∞uDs 1．222 2 ．6” 3．391 ．035

W．曲ln Grou∞ 68．4∞ 380 ．1∞

T啪I 89．713 382

lteml2 Between GrouDs 69178 2 34 589 63 951 ．000



山东大学硕士学位论文

、^『ithin GrouDs 206．069 381 541

Tofal 275．247 383

ffeml3 Between GrouDs 115 958 2 57．979 140029 000

With．n GrouDs 156．924 379 414

TOlaI 272．882 381

Iteml5 Between GrouDs 62．667 2 31 333 49 067 ．000

Wnh矾G∞uDs 241．386 378 639

Tolal 304．052 380

Iteml8 BetWeen GrouDs 88．580 2 44．29n 76 893 ．000

Wim．n GrouDs 218 300 379 576

}Tola『 306 880 381

％bk H．Post—hoc Mtllt{pte Comp哪isons可Pr够cie眦y Gro印s by BALLI
|tems

Sche怕

M∞n

(1) (J) Di髓rence

0eDendent Va^abIe GrouD GrouD (1·J) Std Error Sig

}lem4 LOw Middle ．80881(‘) ．07757 ．000

High -91234n 07858 000

MiddIe Law ．80881(‘) 07757 000

High 一10354 。07鲫 ．402

H|gh L0w 91234(‘) 07858 000

M．ddIe 。10354 ．07660 、402

Item9 L0w Middle 85603(’ 09557 ．000

High 1 40248n 09664 ．000

MiddIe Ldw 一．85603(。) 09557 000

High 546“(．) ．09458 OOO

High LOw ．1 40248(’) 09864 ．000

MiddIe -删n 09458 000

Ilem” Law M；ddle ．06276 ．05313 498

Hjgh ．13980(’) ．05382 035

MiddIe LOw —06276 ．05313 ．498

High 07704 05258 343

High LoW -．13980(1) ．05382 035

MIddIe —07704 ．05258 343

Ileml2 LOw MiddIe 一．51608r) ．09183 000

High 一1．05198(’ ．09304 ．000

MiddIe LOw 51608(。) 09183 000

H目h 一53590(。) ．09108 ．000

High Low 1．05198(’) ．09304 ．000

MiddJe ．53590(。) 09108 000

1leml3 Law M}ddIe -1 11863(+) 08064 ．000
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Hjgh 一1 23328(t) 081柏 000

MiddIe Law 1．"863(， 08064 000

Hjgh 一11465 07998 359

High Low 1 23328r) ．08140 ．000

Midd{e ．’1465 07998 359

Iteml5 Law MlddIe 一59294(’) 10015 ．000

High 一99806(’ ．10129 000

Middle L0w ．59294(’ ．10015 000

High 一．40512(．) 09953 000

High Law 99806c．) 10129 ．000

M}ddIe 40512(‘) 09953 000

Ileml8 LOw Middle 21046 ．095’1 088

High 1．”472(’ 09601 000

MjddIe LOw ．21046 09511 088

H}gh 90426r) 09433 000

High Low 一1．"472(．) 09601 000

MiddIe -．90426(’ 09433 ，000

’ The medn d主圭细ence is si蓉n承c矾f口t me．05 l删e1．

3．3．3 Correlations be押e如LeamiⅡg BeIiefs and LangIIage Proficiencv

It was found tbat mere were positiVe con_elations between proficiency and five

learIling beliefs，a11d negatiVe correlations between pmficiency arld three other

1e帆ing beliefs．The leaming beliefS锄d the summary of the con．elation results for

the BALLI items are presented in Table l 0．hl addition，of me BALLI items which

showed s叫stically significam association with lallguage proficiency，two fell imo

dimculty of language(items 4，and 6)，onc iilto the nature of langIlage leaming(item

11)，one int0 foreign laIlguage aptitllde(item 1 5)，锄d fouf imo 1e黜ing and

cornmll|：1ication s缸吼egies(9，12，13 andl 8)．

PmcIency
1lem4

Test ScO陀s

IIem4 PearsOn Cornelation 1 41'(¨)

Sig．(2一Ia¨ed) 000

N 384 382

Pr嘶ciency Test Scores Pearson COrreIaliOn 鬻㈤ 1

Sig．(2-Iailed) 000

N 382 382

47
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P刚ciency
I悟m6

T∞￡Scom
Item6 Pears∞CO盯eIat．on 1 ．152(．．)

Sig．(2怕Iled) ．003

N 384 383

P椭ciency Tesl S∞∞8 PearsOn COrrelaaOn ，t敬㈡ 1

Sjg．(2·埝iled) ，003

N 383 383

P咖dency
llem9

Te砒Scor骼

I幢m9 P明隋∞CO鹏Iation 1 -．537㈢
S．咐(2·tailed) ．∞0

N 384 382

P椭ciency Te科s‘)啉0 Pearson Oom耐at幻．n 鞠蝴 1

S幻(2-协iIed)’ ．O∞

N 382 382

Proficiency
Itemll

Te甜Sco悖s

I伯m11 F’ea啪n COrreIation 1 -．114(．)

S．g．(2-协iled) ．026

N 384 383

P咖ci∞cy Test S∞r∞ PearsOn COrreIation 辫'罐固 1

Sig．(2由№d) ．026

N 383 383

Pronciency
It∞'2

TeslS∞r髓

Iteml2 Pea噶on COneIat啪 1 ．473(．．)

Si口．(2·协“ed) ．O∞

N 铷洱 384

P∞6den甜Te确S∞嘴 pear80n COrr科alIOn 灌删 1

sig．(2一IaIIed) ．000

N 384 384

Pr椰dency
I惦m13

Te射S∞ms

Ileml3 P∞r∞n Co孵Iatbn 1 ．480(．．)

Sig．伫-协ffed) 0∞

N 384 382

P瑚ciency Te吼S∞瞄 Pea隅On Co鹏lation 演酬 1

S毡．(2-tajIed) ．000

N 382 382

Pr嘶ciency
lteml5

Test Scores
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Iteml5 PearsOn CO丌刊ation 1 489(’’

Sig．(2怕iIed) ．000

N 384 381

P栅ciency h斌S∞res Pea鸭On co丌eIaUon 豢喇 1

S．g(2一taned) ．∞0

N 381 381

P珊dency
№m18

TeslSc口㈣
Iteml8 F'ea隋On CO删ati∞ 1 -．490{．．)

Sia．(2-纽¨ed) ．0∞

N 384 382

Pr06dency Te蜕S∞帕s Pea他on COneIa舡On 翻删 1

S．o(2也jled) ．000

N 382 382

’correlnlion is signi仳nm nt the o．05 tevel(2一tnited)．
’’Correl口lton is sig昀％dm n“he o．oI le、，el(2-tniled)．

3．3．3．1 Foreign Language Aptitude

OfⅡ圮9 items(1，2，10，15，22，29，32，33 and 34)m the船pect of 6呲i驴

l越lguage aptimde，a11ly item 15(I have forcign l柚gIlage础itude．)h嬲a positive

corrclation砌l吐le l弛guage pfoficiellcy，、^，ittI tlle Correlation Coefficiem being
O．489，Ⅵ幅ch is s诅tisticalIy si鲥{ic跚t at n忙0．Ollevcl_This me勰s that tlle stIIdents

who beIieVcd mey tlIemselves possessed the fo”ign l粕guage aptinlde are likeIy t0 be

morc proficiem in EngIish，锄d“ce Versa．11lis finding clearly suggests that stude吣’

co娟dence in l孤gIlage le删ng can add to t11eir Succcss，and mis，in tum，may well
lead t0 tlleir sel二confidencc，tlllls making the foreign language leanling process much

easicr． 一

3．3．3．2 Dimculty of Lan驴叠ge Leaming

0f all n呛it锄s(3，4，6，14，24，and 28)呲eming吐他di伍culty of laflguage
I鲫rning’∞ly items 4(，=o．41l，p；0．Ooo)and 6(间．152，尸O．003)werc found to

hve a positive correlation、Ⅳitll lang∞ge proficiency．

stIlden忸舶m me higll proficiency舯up overv妇lmingly(92 p盯cent)believed

tlmt English w躺of avcrage di墒cu崎锄d锄e鹊y language．Ho、ⅣeV盯，73 percent of

tlle咖dems f如m me low proficiency group repor￡ed tllat EngIish w髂a(very)

difficuh language．1nlese suggest tllat the more difncult a student“nks of a language，
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thel韶s proficiemh“sheislikelyto be觚d“ce Versa．11lismay bc expIaincd byt}峙

鹊s岫叩tion t11at stIldents’diffb陀m硒sessments of languagc dimculty c趾lead to

di疗erent le锄ing枷tIldes觚d leanling e觞ns，t置l懈causing d豫renllevels of

pmficiency．According to Ho州tz(1987：123)，“students’jlldgIl懈1协about tl把

dimculty of langllage leanling are cfitical to me development of studems’expcc硼∞

for甜ld conHni细1印t to l锄guagc leaming”．If the snldents t11iIlk one t舾k is too

dimcult to learn，llley afe 1ikely to become fmstr砒ed锄d less positive、^fh％mey do

not make pmgress豁quickly嬲tIley expect．A“cioIls cycle may印pc牡孤d

consequenlly tlley fo瑚龇bdief nlat English is di硒cuIt to IearIl，锄d merefo∞，mey

are uneIIm嘣astic锄d坞lllc：tant t0 leam．T11is re锄lts in poor English proficiency．In

佗t啪，this s咖ngly de印e璐thcir behef tllat English is difficult to leam or good oral

profici朋cy is llard t0溅eve．
nem 6 indicat酷mat more咖den扭矗嘶the high or lIliddle pro矗ciency伊唧
tll锄mo∞舶m nlc low beli“cd t}lal mey woIlld le锄to speal【English Very well，

‰lgh across me groups m研e协锄84 percent w钉e conlident of如eir EngliSh
l韶rIling pro印e眈

333．3 N时ure of L矗ngu叠ge L翰rning

hl tllis categofy’oIlIy itcm ll w舾foIlrId to be I蝣g甜Vely corrcIated with

l柚guage舯fici％cy(产_o．1 14，p=o．026)．1Ks finding is meresting in mat almDugh

t11e vast喇ority of tlle respondcnts(91．9 perccIlt)a粤弦cd or scl．0ngly agrecd t0 this

bdie￡街o∞呶ldeI临f}om the low and middle pfoficiency gfoup也an f吣m me high

at扭ched伊eat imp0咄mcc t0 lc锄ing a forcign IaIlgIlage in吐le foreign country．T11is

might bc explained by the f融也at也o∞less pro＆ieIYt呶lden协are mo咒iikly to

砌b眦thcir ml舢_cccssfIllness m leamirIg a forcign langllage t0 me lack of

豫tive—Iike蜘viro础嘲如．n嘲镀m，they exp糟ssed a s仃ong留desire to l锄a
foreign l锄guage in the foreign com帕f)r．

，

3．3．3．4 L吩rning and Commu珏i髓tion Strate酉髂

Wi也ref妇髓to thc鹊pem of leanling髓d co咖衄ic撕on s仃砒egies，4 itel璐

(“ems 9，12，13吼d 18)we∞矗Ⅶnd to be e油船positively or negatiVeIy c0玎el魄蛆

诵m lallguage profici∞cy，Ⅵ，hich is s诅tiStically si鲥fic龃t al吐地O．0llevel．A few

50
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。也ers ill mis船pect pfovide implicatio璐for l锄guage teaclIing锄d leaming．

Respon∞s t0 item 9 indicale妇tllere is a negative correlation betwccll tllis

belief(Y∞sho山“t say柚y吐lillg iIl English u嘶l you c粗say“con优ny)锄d

language proficiellcy，、vitll thc correlation coe伍cient up to—O．537(p：o．ooO)．

MoreoV盯，tlle me粗∞or龉of high，middle and low proficieIlcy groups arc 1．2205，

1．7669卸d 2．6230 reSpectiveIy．All the∞sIlggest that tlle more呻ficienl a stIld舳t is，
tl垃less likely he 0r she is to be a舶id of mal(ing“s协kes．11lis may show蜘
stIldents wimhigll pmficiency arc谢lling to fnal【e attcmpt to l㈣s咖etlling tI坨y do
not haw and feel posi吐vcly a_bom spe幽ng En舀ish．similar t0 M删e·Bro“ey’s
(1995)smdy，Sn埘伽临witll low pro{iciency who are托lllctant to speal(befo咒m部tery

may cau∞uIlproductive inllibitiom in me I甜lgtIage cl懿sroom．

An矾l仃吼e that is ncgatively correlated wi也laIlguagc proficiency is沁m 18(I

f＆l∞lf-con∞ioIls speal【ing Englisll、Ⅳitll other pcoplc)，thc co仃elation coefficient of

Ⅵ柚ch is—O．490 p=0．000)．Leame硌who tlIought吐mt they feh∞lf．con辩iolls

speaking En四ish诵tll otller pcople were significaIltIy le豁proficiem tIl舳tllo辩who

lhought onler丽∞．11lis圮sult is qui钯diff舐m矗Dm tllo∞of otller咒∞arch(FaIl，

1999；Horwitz，1987；P∞cock，1998／1999；Y锄g，1999)．111is may be caused by tIle

PossibiI时ttlat most of tlle stlldents investigalcd mis吼derst00d the pIlmse

“self-coIlscio璐”船‘‘une嬲y'’．Tllis pr0Ves mat f．or most stIldents，tIley are not aware of

血e conc印tion of‘‘tlle lallguage．rclated a肚iety”，m1格beillg∞able t0 judge whetllcr

tIley f砖l∞l鼻conscio吣wIlen spe越ng English诵m otller people．

Asis shownintable 10，i钯m 12(IfI heard∞meo∞speal【ingEnglisll，1 would

gollpto(hemsot}latIcouldpfactice spcal【ingtllel柚guage．)觚ditcm 13(n’sO．K．to

gI|ess if you don、l【rIow a word in English．)are closely related to l锄guagc

protici％cy iIl a positive way诵恤thc co玎clation coe衔cient being O．473(矽：o．ooo)

锄d O．480(矿O．000)respcctively．

Respon辩s t0 itcm 12陀V髓l t量lat more血柏6l percent ofme stIldems疗om high

proficiency group would take cvery chaIlcc possible to practice speal(ing Englisll’

州le less tll姐lO percem舶m龇low proficiency group would do岫．nis

explains tlle pmficiency diffbrcnce between the ttlree groups in terms Of the
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ilIlponance ofpmctice ill me proccss of fofe洒lallguage le枷ing．

Responses to沁m 13 indicale纰t at least 87 percent ofthe咖den乜矗om也c

high prof|cicncy group、votlld mal【e u∞ofthe sm她gy ofguessing when encolmtering

a new wofd，柚d only 23 percem of ttlo∞fbm thc low proficicncy group woIlld d0

ttl砒．h1 0ttler、Ⅳords，mc l锄ers wrho agreed t11at“w鲫acceptable to guess ifmey did
not lmow a word iIl EngIish we他sigIlificantly mo陀proficient than le黝e格who did

I蹦．

3．3．4 Ch叠ncteristics of Chin铭e EFL sIlId蚰ts’Leaming BeIie缸

Thc dbovc llas a11．eady discllssed in detail n培relationships‰ell fiVe aspccts
Of beHefs about English lcaming and t圭lcir pmficiellcy in accord卸ce witIl血e re鲫lts

of statistical procedll托s．Tllis辩ction is to s硼咖ari∞aIld present(he ch甜actcf主stics

of Cm舱∞EFL snIdcnts’l∞ming beliefs in t、Ⅳo dirnensioIls：1)1k IeaHliIlg bclie6

tllat c舳predict le黜c瑙’l强g眦ge proficie眦y；2)1k le锄ing beliefs t}lal Chillese

EFL l髓me堪mOst a缈e or di鞠掣ee．

3．3．4．1 TheLeaming BeIie自Th曩t Can Predict L蚀me惜’L柚驴age Pm6cienq

IIl tlIe category offorei弘l锄guage印titude，item 15 is positively co盯elated winl

l锄guage profici％cy(间．489，p卸．000)，which indicates tllat mc smdents who
believe 111at they havc forei凹l锄gtlagc apti饥de a∞more pmficient in English tIlan

t110∞wh0 don’t．11lis c锄al∞be illterpreted in觚other w幻k』nle mo佗confident

oneis，me删)repmticient hc of sllcisIikclyt0 be．

In也e c如90ryof也edi瓶cultyofIaIlguagcle椰i唱，itcms4(，=O．41l，p=O．000)

and 6(r=o．152，p=O．003)a∞positiveIy corrcla自cd、Ⅳit}l l锄guage proficiency．nem 4

suggests tllat me Inore proflcient onc is iII a fo陀ign lalIguage，tlle l船s di】琦clIlt he or

st圮tIliIll(s abom it姐d、，icc vers乱It哪6 shows mat the more proficiem one is，the

mo陀co娟dent ofsucce船in for咄弘l卸guage le锄ing he of she wouId be．

As t0 the calegofy of learIIiIlg卸d co舢unication s劬把gies，i协ns 12(，=O．473，

p卸．000)眦d 13【r=o．480，p=o．OOo)arc positively correlated wi也Ianguage

prof{ciency．In addition，items 9(r=·O．537，p=o．000)aIld l 8(r=·0．490，J口=o．000)is

negatively felated、vitll l勰gIlage proficieIlcy．F甜more itcms in tllis category‰
52
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other c蹴gories arc咒latcd to lallgl|age pfoficiency，wtIich sugge啦that f．of most

Chine∞EFL leame硌，leanIillg and co姗l】Ilicati∞straI置eg．es play a very import孤t
mlc iIl prcdicling laIlguage profici锄cy．

Fillally，i11 tlle categofy of tIle m曲re of l柚gIlage le锄ing，itcm ll(F．O．114，

p=o．026)is negatiVely co骶l锄甜谢th l锄guage pfoficicIlcy．It is likely mat the

stIld即ts of low proficiency删bute tlleir uIlsuccess血lness to the lack of native．1ike
cn“啪ments oflearIling English in Ch娥

33·4·2 The Le叠ming BeUeb That Chinese EFL L髑me礴Mo“Agne or Disagr∞

Tllis∞ction briefly s哪mari2es the Ie卸ming belie谯tht Chi∞se EFL Le锄哪
most agree or disa黜on恤e b勰is ofmcfmdingsinⅡ硷prcsent stIldy．The purp0∞
ofttIis is to gcl a鲫eml picn】re of what Cllincse EFL stIldents’Ie枷ing beliefs a佗

1¨【e，∞鹪to pave nle way for comparing llle re∞甜曲oIItcom船台om di缗jrent

cultll】ral co“lexts．The邬mmaries are pre∞nted in 1'abl韶13 and 14．

Table l 3．k凹讲ng Ben咖T妇t Chi他弛EFL Lenrners M吲A譬ree
Item l：n is e砸ier for child他n ttl卸adu恼to le栅a forej掣1I锄guage．
I把m 2：Som pe叩le a∞bom、vitll a spcc谢abil时whichhe幛them leam a fore．gn I∞guage．
Item6：I believetlI砒I们¨leamt0 speakEngIish verywelI．

Itcm 8：It is ne瞄saly to l【Il删aboIlt English·spcalcing cunu瞄讯order to speak Englisb well．
№m ll：lt is bc越廿t0 leamafb陀ign I明guage inthef．orei印coumfy．
Item 13：Irs O．K．to gu船s ifyou d锄¨-mow a word in EngIish．

n咖17：ItisimporIaIltto他pc砸锄dpmc6cc aIot．
Ite|叭2l：n is impor雠ttO practi∞with cassc札舔0r video tap酷．
nem23：IfI getto speak Engl曲vcfywell，l埘llhavem锄yopponllnjtiesto吣eiI．
Item27：IfIlcam EngIishvcfy骶ll，I埘llhavebetterop脚mes矗”agoodjob．
nem 30：Mainl锄d Chin髂e t}1il'l【tIlat it is import卸t to spcak a foreigll IangIlage，

孙bte t4．＆nrn{ng Belie，3 T}lm C孙lese EFL Lenr眦rs Most Dis口盯ee

Itcm 5：Engljsh js s讯JctIIred in me s锄e、vay勰Chin韶e．
mm 16：Leaming a fbreign I锄guage js mostly a man盯ofI锄jng a Iol ofnew vocabuIary wofds．
Itcm 20：Le砌j119 afb他咖I锄g峪geismostIy amancr ofI∞mingalm ofg彻marrul髂．
1tem 26：Leaming English is mosny a matter oftranslating from Chine∞．
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3．3．5 SimiIariti荡●nd Di仃e肿nc姻of Lan印a龄L魄ming BeIiefs in Di仃e他nt

R髑e-比h Contex括

As is sho啪in me lite掰tIlre review section ofthe present research，m锄y similar

stIIdies have been conducted in di船rem cultural contexts during the past decades；柏d

．mⅡ圮abovc∞ction，characteristics of Chine∞EFL students’leaming beliefs l肌
b嘲鲫mm撕zed ill accordaIlce with the statis￡ic“fImdillgs of tlle pre辩m study．

Thercfo聘，this scction is devoted to comparing tlle ou昀fnes of tll韶e stlldi髓

corIducted ill di丘宅rent cultIlral contexts∞as to find out ttle similarities aIld con灯asts

offoreign lallgIlage Ie帅ing beIiefs t圯ld by sttIdents f酗m diflbrent地search settings．

However，it is very di伍cult and even impossible t0 compafe me res谢ts厅om all

cultIl】叫coIl钯xts dI圮to liIrIi枷ons ofmis陀s朗rch．F0f c0Ilvelliencc’s sake，tllis study

011ly驼lects a few contexts mat are c0Ilsidered t0 be砷re∞matiVe enough，and theIl

nla：kcs a briefcomparison谢1ll tlle outcomes oftlle pre∞nt snmy．

The comparis0璐a∞to be made in铆o dimensio眦：1)to compare the g铋eral

仃eIlds ofl啪ing bcliefs hcId by mc l髓rncrs劬m Mainl趾d chiIla'锄d龇U．s．
(Sieben，2003)；2)to comparc how le锄ing beli蕊held by le枷efs舶m Chinese觚d

Chine∞Hong Kong(PeacocI【，1998)afe rel驰甜to l锄guage proficiency．

3．3．S．1 The GeⅡeHl T件nds 0f L翰ming BeKeb：Chi呐VS the U．S．

‘11lis section is t0 make a comp撕son of tt"generaI trends of learnmg beliefs

hcld by leanl郇筋m Chine辩alld nle U．S．contexts on me basis of the gtati鲥cal

outcom舒of tllis stIIdy and tllo∞of Siebcn(2003)．S诅tisticaI figures are to be

co曲锻ted in 1’ables 15-19 in t锄_Ils of tlle fivc aspccts of BALLI aIld disc邺sed

aflen删s．

FoKign Langu叠ge Aptitude

nems l尼‘ 3 4，5

IteInl：ltis e勰ierforchildr胁tll加adu临tole栅afb陀；印l卸gLlage． China 12 9 79

U．S． 8 11 82

ltem2：some pcople a陀bom witII a spccⅫ曲．1时wbich hclps them China 6 ll ∞

leam a fbreign I卸guage． U．S． 6 22 7I
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lteInlO：It is e雒ier f研som∞眦who“ready speal(s a fbreigIl l锄guage to China 3l 34 35

lc枷anOmer伽c． U．S． 22 26 5l

Itcml5：I havc f0他咖l锄guage印titIlde(a speci al ability for le枷．ng China 42 20 38
fo犯ign I龃g∞ges)． U．S． 29 52 19

I僦n22：Womcn a陀be牡盯tll卸men al leamiJlg forei班IangIlag豁． Chi∞ 30 3l 39

U．S． 39 33 28

ncIIl：29：Peoplewho a舱good砒mathemalics 0r science a坤notgood al China 74 16 lO

le枷ing fomi鲫1柚guag舔． U．S． 59 23 16

Item32：P℃ople who speal(mofe tll卸伽e I锄g眦ge、wll a陀very China 33 32 35

jntellig朗t． U．S． 17 3l 50

Itc帕3：Mainl钿d Chin雠瓣900d at Ieaming fo∞细1种guagcs． China 33 48 19

U．S． 23 40 38

Item34：Every∞e c锄Ie锄to spcal【a fo他igll l卸guagc well． China 26 26 48

U．S． 20 22 56

4Note；l=slrongly disn伊ee。2=disngree．3=nemIer口铲ee船r disngree．4=ngree，
5=stronglyngree

Ft黟lres re秽tse硪percenl母ges．

Simnari“髑

1)Wi伍ref打ence to tl地age fhctor iIl BALLI It哪l，79 pcrcem of thc

托sponderl忸in tIlis stludy ei吐l盯agreed or s证ongly a舒eed wim tlle stat锄∞t t11at“n is

e部ier fof children th觚adults t0 le蛐a f．orei辨l她g眦ge”，陀flecting a popul缸belief
t}Iat chiIdrcn撇b酏cr latlguage learners th锄adults．nis finding is simil甜t0 mat of

Sieben’s study(82 percenI)．

2)The respondents in this study also endorsed the concept of the existencc of

special abilities fof forci印l觚guage leaming．In Icem 2，83 perc踊t indicated that

some people have a spccial abil时fbr learIling foreign l锄gllages，thougll，in Itcm 15，

oIlly 38 pefoent agreed that f^秒have this special ability．111is is comparativcly

simil缸to Siebcn’s findings埘tll 7l percem and 19 pe删fespc蛾ively．
3)Item 34 sho、船tll砒48 percem believed mat删E，)JD”P can leanl to speak a

细ei弘l柚g岫ge，硼tll 56 pel雠nt rel’oned by Siebcrt．

4)As to whether 1anguage aptitIlde is gender specific，39 percent of le枷ers

belieVed tIlat females are bettcr maIl males砒le拥1ing forei趴lallgllages，which is

comparatiVely similar to tIlat ofSieben’s(28 percent)．

5)74非撒nt of the resporldents did not believe that being good at mamematics

or science meant tllat one wouId not be 900d at le锄ing forei印languagcs，suggesting

55
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●

mat the majority of me respondents do not make a dis垃nction be“把∞a11印t渤de fof

t11e∞i锄ces ve硌us aIl aptitIlde for tlle h啪锄ity-type subjects．Ttlis finding is much

mc samc鹊Sicben’s of 59 percent．

Differenc髓

1)hI t11e current study 38 pcrc∞t of le锄e陪belieVed tllat mcy posses∞d a

spccial aptitude for foreign l锄g∞ge Ieaming，compared witlI oIlly 19 pefcent in

Sicbert’s study；

2)IIl te彻s of whetl肼laIlgllage aptitllde is cIliturc spec瓶c(Item 33)，only 1 9

牟蝴t ofre印_0ndents either sm)n西y a掣ecd or agr∞d tllat people丘um tIleir counny
we∞gI∞d a士leanliIIg foreign IanguagBs(Siebc：rc’s sctIdy repor￡ed 38 percent)．This

吼lgges协mat most Chine∞EFL咖dents a嵋not optimistic a_b0幢nle prospect Oftlleir

forci弘IangIlage Iearnjng．

3)W‰托触ncc to恤e虢cts of inlelligence on language Iearning(Itcm 32)，
me respondents werc divided．Hefc，35 pefccnt of rcspondents believed that‘印ople

who speak more than one lang吡ge a托very intelligent’’，howeV盯32 percem were

uncenain of n圮e虢cts of one’s IQ on acquiring additional l锄g∞ges．On tllis issue

Siebcrt’s study吣d qu沁di行ere呲findings wilh 50 percem believing t量lis beIie￡

Natll坤of L叠nguage Learning

nems l／21 3 4|S

Itcm8：It is n∞e跖ary t0 l【Ilow about Ehglish-speal【ing cuItu陀s in order t0 Chifm 2 9 89

speal【En91．sh wcll． U．S． 10 24 65

China 4 4 92

Itcmll：It is bcner to leam aforei印l柚guage in the fore．gn co帅仃y． U．S． 10 6 83

Itcml6：L％mjnga foreign Ianguage is mostly a m如r ofleaming a Iot China 90 6 4

ofnew Vo∞bulary wor出． U．S． 13 29 57

Itcm20：Lcaminga foreign l锄guage is mostly a m嘶r oflearning a lot China 92 5 3

ofgmmm种nll酷． U．S． 25 35 39

ItcI【125：I棚ningafo心咖larIguagcis d．仃c嘲tfrom leanlhlgmher China 17 28 55

acadcmic subjec忸． U．S， 20 26 54

China 92 4 4

I研1126：Lc枷ing English is m吣ny a md吮r of臼孤sl鲥ng nDm Chinese． U．S． 52 25 23
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INote：l=slrongty dis口铲ee．2=disdgree，3=，leither d∥ee∞r dtsn铲ee，4=4铲ee．
5=s廿。雌ly口gree
Fig|lres represem perc删tnge＆

SimiIarin髓

1)In“s咖dy 89 p盯ce咄∞mp缸cd witll Sieben’s 65 perceIIt of rcspondentS，

believt通tIlat it is n∞essary t0 know the clllm咒of也e foreign l觚guage啪der smdy in

ord盱to spe出the l觚g∞ge，fcflectillg an岫ders锄．mg of llle．姗pclm瞳lce of gaining
a IiIlj咖stic pragma髓c awareness f研eflbctiVe咖munication．
2)Sirnilar to Siebert’s findin铲of 83 perce峨92 percent of respondenls agrced

埘m tlle stalcmentⅡ1al“It is ben耵tD le锄English in arI English-spea“ng country”，

fe(Io弘i五ng tlle inherent砌lJe of lcanling language in狮illl呲efsion．tyl圮sening，

where tIlele is a greater exposure to me foreign l锄gllage'its cIlltIIre锄d its p∞pIe．

3)It锄25 detelmines if n托leamer Views l甜gtIage Ie锄ing as di髓嘲t fbm

other咖of leaming．Agaill’qu洫simil越findiIlgs arc rqponed ill bom stlldies．55
pe嘴nt of嘲卿dents he聆，alld 54 pe煳lt iIl Sieben’s stIldy，agrecd tllat“Leanling a

forei印l鲫gIlage is dif触m舶m leafning othcr∞ademic锄bjcctS”；and，28 pefccnt
锄d 26 pcrcent respectively，ne油er a伊eed nor disag阳。d on tlle m醐[cr．

Di仃brenc∞

1)Item 16 relatcd to tlIe impofcance of vocabular)，leamingⅥmen舵qu衔ng a

new I锄guage．OnIy 4 p骶nt“fespondents in this咖dy belieVcd mat le8rning new

words is the珊D盯f唧D砌椰pan of laIlgIlage leanling，锄d 90 percent did not beIievcd

nIis belief，whc坞嬲57 perccm in Sieben，s agreed or mngIy agreed'arId only 13

percem disagrecd诵m tIle st砷跚1em，The results锄ong俺spondents ill botll studi鼯

se咖to bc quite骶oppositc．SiIllil孤findings眦notedill nem 20．确c∞findings，

may likely bc due to a reoent s11ift in lallguage tc∞hing metlIodologies in China'鹤

o∞of tlle心鲫Its of cdIIcationaI refo衄e脑ns these years．IIlfl粥nccd by tlle challge

of仃i狙itional te∞hiIlg metllods ilI classroom，most Cllinese leanle幅may haVe already

enlbraced卵pmachcs、vim a les∞r foclls on fo哪觚d nlle le啪ing．

2)Item 26 asks le帅ers whether t11ey believe the m∞f咖D，埘Hf parc of leaming

English is learning 10仃anslate fmm the leanlers’own mother tongue．Responses

57
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砌icate that 92 perctmt of le锄∞do∞t believe仃anslating to be a highly valucd

le甜Iling蛐gy，tlllls rcnectiIlg adep枷re fbm tlle grammar_仃a眦Iation menlods in
forei印l觚guage leanling．This di侬：rs considerably舶m Sieben's findings埘th 52

peIcent托珊毗ed．F嘶er’a small minority ill tllis stIldy(4 percem)，but almost a
quanef ofrespondents in sigbcrrs(23 perc锄t)had in fact emphasizcd臼锄slation勰a

vcry imp删粕t part ofl锄guage lea兀ling．

L翰rning and Communication StI'tegi酷

Ite哪 l，2‘ 3 4|s

chiM 2 3 鲐

Itcml7：ItisimpcIn卸tto rcpeat锄d p豫ctice alot． U．S． 5 5 89

Clli∞ 2 13 85

Item2l：Itisimp‘，nantto practi∞withc私sencs or“deotapes． U．S． 14 30 "

Chim 2I 23 56

I自em7：n is．蚰pommt t0 speak English耐tIl硼cxce¨ent acc朗t． U．S． 9 14 77

lteI帆9：You shouldn’t say锄”hjng in English咖tn you c拍say It Cbina 53 8 39

cormctly． U．S． 73 13 13

Ilcml2：If Ih船rd so盯leonc s础ing EnglisIl'1 wouId go up t0伽em so China 43 27 30
t11at I could pfacnce spe柚‘iIlg【he l∞guage． U．S． 7 7 86

china “ 13 63

lteml3：Jrs 0．K．to gIlcss ifyou don¨mow a word in English． U．S． 13 13 74

Ch；na 32 16 52

I忙m18：I feel selfcollSciouS sp∞king EngIish w．th ocher peopIe． U．S． 46 28 26

Iteml9：Ify伽are anowedtomal【e e玎。幅iIltlle bcgi肋ingitw．1I behard China 42 ll 47

to get ridofltl锄la钯rm U．S． 46 3I 22

4Note：l=s"ongly d{sd铲ee，2=disnFee．3=舶nher n∥ee舯r disn妒ee'4=d铲ee．

5=strongiyn∥ee
F诤l阳s心p陀senf percenfqge曼

Sim姐ariHe5

1)wim re矗玳nce to traditional le锄ing strate西es(Item 17锄d 21)，thc m勾ority

of殉Jden忸，95 percent觚d 85 pe∞eIlt resp印tively(89 perccnt and 55 percent in

Sigben’s stIldy)，bcIieVcd the imponaIlce of r印etition or pr∞tice a11d endorsed

reI把tm∞or pr∞tice、vitII cassctte趴apes．111is finding higIlligllts吐le le锄ers’

percI：ption of tlle imp0咖ce of self-∞cess l咖ing锄d the belief a_bom autonomo峭
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learIliIIg．

2)As t0 It锄7，the m面。订ty of咖d伽临lbm both∞ttings(56 percem Vs 77

perc‘Int)bclieved“n is irIlpo舳t to speal【English埘tll锄cxcellent acceIIr’．The∞
fmdillgS seefIl t0 suggest mat Ie锄ers View“mofe imponam to spea王【、】vitll孤

excelknt pl饼luncigtm ramer th越witll蓼鲫删cal corfec协e髂．
3)lt is encomging to flnd tllat 63 pe∞ent(柚d 74 percem ill siebe—s stIldy)

bclievcd tIl融“It is OK t0 g∞ss if y伽don’t l【Ilow a word En掣ish"，which likcly

meam tllat IeaHle培feel c0瓶dent tll砒they咖work out tl：屺me孤ing of岫famili盯

Ⅵ，ords f．om me context of me uttafancc of written text．卸d∞t f醅I anxious about

hav证g to吼de璐c缸d e∞h individual word．

Di疵renc船

1)hl Item 2l，more Chine∞learne巧(85 perc既t)tII觚tllo辩of tlle u．S．(55

perc蛐t)endo硌ed pmctice谢tlI c船辩ttcs／tapes，which sugg鹤ts tllat for most ClIine∞

EFL s刚ents，tlle lack ofotller舱tive—like enviro姗ents or 0pponllIlities leads to meir

over．depel讨enoe讲l casse骶鲥【apes in practicing English．

2)As f缸鹳Item 7 is conc料ned，al也ough most students fbm bo也senings

beIievcd tIle impor锄cc of‘‘excell跚t accent”in speak访g a fomign l粕guage，栅

mo∞Chinese(21 perc锄t)m锄Am喇caIls(onJy 9 per∞哟disagrccd Mth this point．

11lis c∞be explaincd byⅡ圮晰tlmt，nowadays in Chi峨嬲one rcsuIt ofCtIiIla’s

ed眦ation ref01啪，new deveiopm鲫‘s试En酉ish l强g豫ge pedagogy have se铋a shift

硒m a foclls on“excellem pron舶ciat．on"屯0 intclligibil时缸d comm吼icative

compt舰l脱．

3)Alnlougll in Item 17，moSt students丘om bom sc钍ings∞l【Ilowledged吐le

iIIlporcance of pr；lcticc in tlle pmcess of forei盟laIlgIlage learning，only 30 percem of

Chjlle∞咖dents admi啦ed n城“If I he盯d跏eone speal【ing En舀ish，1 would go up
t0 t11em∞tllat I could删ice spcal【ing thc laIlg岫ge”(It锄12)’43 percent didn’t
ag玎∞w弛this statcme蝇aIld 27 pcj∽nt H，e】re船utral．IIl comp耐son，a greater

po蹦on of le锄erS刨oyed practicing EngIish、Ⅳitll flative speakers in Siebert’s uS

study(86 percem)，a11d si驴ificantly less(7 percem)were ne咖l about il．Apan行om
cont删fhctors(Bernat，2006)(such嬲the degree of Willin鲈ess of舶tive speal(ers
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to engage in conVersation with practicing foreigll language leamefs，and／or their

social ope曲ess to c鹤uaI conve嘲tions with slrangers in general)，le咖ers’inhibition

to speak a forei印I锄guage瑚y be explaincd by tlle Ieame心feeling of shyncss

(Item 18)in such situatio璐．In觚，52 pe∞em of C11ine∞respondents(26 pcTcem in

Sieb积’s咖dy)rcl)0rtcd f的lillg辩lfconscio懈or shy iIl tIlis situation．

4)It锄19船s鹤sed tlle le锄e璐’belief on whem盯one caIl‘uIll锄’incorfectly
acquircd I托罂1age fo姗s．To t量le s诅懒mcnt“Ifyou are allowed to mal(e errors in thc

begiming“、^，ill be hard to get耐of th咖later on’：42 percem resp眦lded in

di鞠掣咖朋t，howeV盯47 percent believcd mat if meir mistakes we∞not con．ectcd

immediafely，t}ley might become‘fossilized’．In me Americall stIldy，t量le figurcs are

quite di侬：嘲也埘tll 46 perc饥t卸d 22 pefc∞t rcspectively．

Di硒cuny ofL叠n班a伊Le4ming

Items l，2。 3 4／5

Chi∞ 15 2I 64

IteIn3：S伽e l锄guag髂a陀翩sier to leam t11触omers． U．S， 17 17 65

It哪4：English is：1)a vcry di筇cuh lang旧ge，2)a di伍cuh l鲫guage，3) China 2530 45

?I彻删age of medim di仿cu蚍4)锄casy language，5)a Vcry哪y U．S．
13 49 ，7

Ianguagc

lteml4：lf some0雌spem o∞hour a day Iearning a Ianguage，how 10ng China
3l 20 49

w叫Id．t幽tIlcmt0 speal(t}lcIanguage n∽ntly?1)l幅sth粕aye甄2)
l·2 yea硌，3)3—5 yea搭，4)5·lO yea巧，5)you c∞、l咖alang岫ge．m l U．S．

25 29 40

hOuraday．

China “ 26 30

ltcm24：It is e私icf to speal【tIl彻understarId a f0陀igIl l锄guage． U．S． 45 3l 24

Item28：It is e雏ier to把ad柚d write English man t0 spcal(甜d China 36 19 45

啪dcB伽帕(1isten t0)it U．S． 32 28 38

5=s打onglyo铲ee

Fi秽es represem percemnges．

SimiIariti酷

1)In I劬3，64 percem of respondents bcli“ed tIlat∞me lang∞ges a1．e e勰i盯

tll趾ome巧，tllough 15 pefccnt did not make such a distinction．This outcome is Very

∞
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much the s帅e勰tllat of Sieben’s、Ⅳitll 65 pefccnt aIId l 7 pcrcent respectivcly．

2)b tcll嘟oftlIe di塌cuhy oftl岵EngHsh l觚guage in Item 4，45 percem

糟g鲫ded English雒a I锄guage of珊斌um di箍cuhy．1Ks finding is simil缸to

Sicbe∥s砸th 49 pe嗽mt rcgarding English勰‘．medi咖dimcult’'．

3)As to me lcngtll oftim one∞eds to stl】dy a f0把硒I锄gIlage，if someonc

sp锄t 1 ho啊pcr day learlling a I锄guage，3l肼撒m beIieⅥ}d it would take ol砖t0 two

yea巧tol锄地20 pt玳．崩吡belieVeditwomdtake 3-5 yearstolc锄it，趾d49perccnt
believedmat“wouldta：ke a士least 4一lO yt；arstole锄it瓤dmat one c姗tle锄a
new l雠霉垃gc by ghldying it for one ho埘a day．The di印鲥t)，of r唧onses could

1ikc．1y bc explained by tlle矾埘cctive nan鹏ofthe questioIl’n锄ely，tllat the qllestion

gives∞otll盯cIllcs嬲tD t量Ie le黜e娼’exposure to tlle laTlgIlage outside the‘1-ho珊

block，’wllich could likely a虢ct the mte ofacquisition(Bem矾2006)．Siebert’s stIldy

坞pc雠ed锄almoSt eqIlal dis伍bution of respollses埘m r船pcm t0 t11e lengch of ti芏l艟

h聃V∞n‘less man a ye越’to‘3-5 ye艇s’勰me c1】rrcnt smdy．

4)IIlbDIll∞mngs，坞spon∞stoltcm24觚d28we∞equallydividedill咖ch恤

same way．Wim respect to tlle dimculty of ofal productive锄d a哪l f∞印tive sl(ilIs

(n嘲24)，“percent of rcspondents believed that it is e撼ier to speak m趾to

瑚derstalld a内rei凹IangIlage，howeV％30 pcrcent disagreed柚d 26 percent were

mIu嗡l；也e pe托en协ges in Siebert’s曲晡y we坨24 percem。45 pcrcent and 3l percem

respectivcly．Similany，in ltem 28，45 percem of responderIts agreed mat it is e∞ier to

read廿壕n write iIl a fofei印language，hoHrever'36 percem disa掣eed．A舢胁汀19

per嘲t neitller agreed nor disagreed witIl tllis statement．Respon∞s to nlis question

(38 percent'32眦m and 28 pc瓣mt)we坞also similar to tllo∞聆pcIrted by Sieben．
Diffe托nc伪

1)IIlIt锄4，more chine∞(30percent)tll触mcU．S．(omyl3 percenl)students

船portcdⅡlal English is(ve忉di街cIdt．T1Iis is co略劬ent、^，itll the f；地t tIlat mally EFL

le枷c培iIl Chi阻a∞always complailling也at English is dimcult to le舯．

2)Wim refcrence t0 n咖14，49 percent of Chinese students reportcd tIlat one

l婚ed atleast 5—10 years or也at one c锄’tleanl alanguagein l l沁ur aday，whichis

contmsted谢th 40 percem m tlle US context．This finding is cOnsistent嘶tll that of

6I
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It哪4，蛳ggcstiIIg mal most Chi∞瞻EFL l龃mers are quite pessimistic籼ut their

prospccts ofle甜ning English．

Mo晰a啪n¨nd Expectationo

Item0 1，2‘ 3 4|s

Itclll27：lfI l绷EllgIish vcry weIl，1 wm Ilavc bet【cr叩pornInities fbr a Chi∞ 2 7 9I

900djob． U．S． 6 7 艏

№m30：MainlarId Chin髂e tIlink tllat“is imp0咖t to spcak a fo他igIl China 5 13 82

l柚guagc． U．S． 8 14 78

Itc|113l：I Wouldliketole啪English sotIIatI啪gettol【110wI协 China 54 30 16

s雕日ke璐b嘣嚣．
‘

U．S． 8 18 73

INo钯：l=s打。on西y msd铲ee，2=disn铲ee．3=ne“kr口gree№r disagree．4=口Fee
5=stronglyn缈ee

F殛撑es represem perc州nges．

SimiI■rities

h Item 27，9l percem ofresponden协(锄d 85 perc蜘t reponcdby Sieben)agrecd

that tlley would haVe better opImrhmmes f研a 900djob ifthey le锄English very

wclI．T量lis shOws tllat咖d％ts’ill!；虮吼eIltal modVation ofl鲫rIIing a fo豫i弘l勰guage

p}evails ill batll cuItuml c伽她)【ts．

s砌Iady，It锄30 i11dicates thal mc删。岫of studen协劬m bom cuIn砌

∞ttir哂agreed that“is ve巧ilIlp0删to speak a foreign langIlage iII their coumries．
11Iis砌ing may renectⅡIe elevated stat吣ofEngIish鹊a Iing憾锄nca鲫吣ndⅡ圮
world．winl illcr龃sing globaIiza6∞in co姗ercc，scieI肼觚d tecl|nolog)，，illcrc雒ed
moVem饥t of capitaI，Iablor，and to嘶sm，觚d its wideSp删u∞in media粕d
锄tc|瓴hn∞t’English h勰become tl虻vehicle f缸inte=nlational com肌micatiOn．

Hence，English is now锄inte玎lational l锄gIlage in much d蜘瑚ld gIobally．111is also

suggcsts nlal吐1e r0Ie of En—ish lang砸ge嬲彻in觚alioIlal lallguage h鼬甜ready
bcefI dc印ly rootcd in吐塘stIldeII忸’minds，especially for CKne∞EFL leam∞．111is

is o∞ofⅡ他始sults ofC量lim’s p哪it ofopeIling—up policy．
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Diffenn喇

The oflly m萄or diffbrences ofrespon∞s beMe∞the铆o∞ttings in tllis category

lk．mkm 3linthat 54 percemofClline∞snldellts didnot a铲eemat“1wouldlikcto

le锄E喇ishsotlla_tI啪gettoknowits咖bettcf，'，while 73雕_ccm舶mtlle
US蚓：ting ag他ed．狮lat’s morc，30 peraent of C蚰1ese scIldents(oIIly l 8 percem in

雠Us辩tting)heId也e蛳ln司position．Tllisis∞t su叫sing sinceinI钯m27，most

aline∞咖dcnts’motivgtion t0 le踟a forcign l姐g∞幛蓐is托po删t0 be maillly
i鸿虮lmental．This finding al∞眦ggestSⅡlat咖dellts of EFL疳om tt伦US scttirIg黜

mo犯幻le掣ativemlotiV锄ed than出ose胁n Clline∞咖ltcxt．This is perhaps dw lo

circ啪staIlc髑of me k戤ne搭’c毗豫nt si恤tion．As int锄ational stlJd锄ts living

abroad，tIle∽ed t0 intel弘te州tll pcers and become parl ofme 10cal commuIlity is a

鹏cessary飘lrvi砌蛐tcgy for mc dur砒ion of也eir study abm砜While le椰ing EFL

．m one’s home coufI臼y、№uId 110t make this舔pcct of any rel“ant importallce(Bem她

20061．

3．3．5．2 Correlatio哪be押∞n L豫ming Be吐e矗and Pmfici蚰哕：Mainland China

VS Chinese Hong Kong

11lis section is t0 compare how le锄jng beJjefs bcld by le姗e措疗c粕MainI粕d

China and ChineSc Hong Kong relatc t0 lalIgllagc proficiency'∞t}Ie b鹪is of nlc

clln铷t fcsearch findings锄d those ofPeacock(1998)．hl a similar study condu睐m in

Chine∞Hong K0ng setcing，Peacock investigaled 202 smdents in tcn EFL classes by

mea衄of BALLl，in ordcr t0 find out t11e links betⅥ雠n leaming beliefs and EFL

profici衄cy aIld to‘‘deveiop hypot王Ie∞s abo眦tIle origins of Hong l(ong le锄盯

beliefs about l锄guage kaflling，’．

Ill tems of corrcI砒io∞bc附懿Ie锄ing bcliefs觚d pro矗ciency，she rel砌他d

tll砒‘‘a sta_fisticaJly sj鲥最咖t嬲socjation w淞found bc脚怕cn tllrce stlld锄￡belje蠡

abo眦1细gIlage le锄ing(Itcms 9，14觚d 20)and proficiency'’．HoweVer，．m tlle

current study，s协tisticany sigIlific觚t船sociatioIIs we把found bctwoen eight leamirIg

bcliefs(Itcms 4，6，9，11，12，13，15，aIld 18，也e de切jls ofwIlich were prcsentcd in

T'able lO)锄d pr娟cieIlcy．

Peacock’s痂1dings of nan 9 indicate that the students who disagreed with“You

63
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shotlldIl’t鞠甲柚ything in English岫til you can鞠y“con|ectly”we陀morc proficiem

tll觚mo∞who agreed．In otller words，Ⅱ圮bcliefofI啪9 h嬲a ncgativc∞latio部hip
wim la蛐gIlage proficiency’whjch is tlle锄e嬲the outcomc ill me p陀sent锄my．
TIlis“proVidcs some indication of a c鹤ual lirIl【betw∞n ttle邺e of one I锄guage

l黜ing蚰．ategy越ld proficieIlcy’’，跚ggestcd by Peacock，觚d“iftlle link exiscs，the坨
a他implica虹。璐fof leamer协|ining～鲫y s船舱gy tllal directly promotes Iang∞ge

leanIing shotlId pefIlaps bc tallgllt t0 stllden留’．

Pe∞ock’s findings of It嘲14 indicace mat in Hong Kong∞me地the stud锄ts

who蛐defestimatcd me di硒culty of leamiI唱a foreign l锄guage wefe less proficiem

th雅tho∞诵m a mo陀托alistic view锄d tlle dif‰cc w勰stalistically signific肌t．
&妇l statis6calIy significam cofrela60潞wefe not{b髓d试诂圮current study．

Peacock’8 findings of It啪20 show that me stIldents who agrecd mat“Lc锄ing

a南reign l锄gIlage is mostly a maa烈of le锄ing a 10t of gr锄nm盯nlles"we他kss

prof|cient th锄lllo∞wh0 di鞠greed锄d tIle diff．钌e!lce w嬲sⅢstically signific触L

However'证Chinese contcxt’no such con．elation w鸽found betv忙en mis belief趾ld

l删gllage pr0Iic硫cy．Accordillg to Table 14，tlle Vast删。哪of chinesc EFL

le锄ers，high or low pmfici咖，disaI；fecd wim tllis beIie￡

hl additioII，iIl Clline∞context，tlle beliefsin nems 4，12，13锄d 15 were found

to bc positively correlated毗h l龇guagc pro矗ciency，粕d tlle belief in Item 18 w继

mg砒ively rclated耐廿l it．Howev％∞such co眦latio璐we托fbIuld ill Peacock’s

s“ldy．

3．4 Semi．strHctⅡred Intenriews

hl tlle∞mi·shlJctufed imerviews，9 stI珂ents(3矗om each proficiency group，)撇

asked questio邮coIlcenling follr topics：1)Do you like Ie撇il】g En醇ish?why or why

∞t；2)From where did you get your beliefs ab叩t I锄guage Iearning；3)Wh砒do you

tllillI【is吐lc bcstwaytole锄English；4)Do youtllinkthereis afelationship be铆een

what you bclieve翘d yow l锄gtlage proficiency?

啪∞aSl(ed me first qllcstion“Do you likc Ie锄ing En鲥i姗”，tw0 stIIden协
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f两thc hi曲脚ci％cy擎oup r印orted也at they w盯e im盯ested in 1eaming EnglisIl’
eight stIIdents晰n tlle three groups agreed tllat lcaming English well c锄hclp them

细d goodjobsintllefh鹏，锄dt、Ⅳo细mtllelowproficieIlcy group cl锄edtIlattIley

had no interest ill Ieaming English柚d tlley had t0 le啪f．or tlle purpose of fhcu他

careI=r or for p鹤siIlg exams．

As fIor tlle qucStion“FfomⅥ帆船did you get yoW bcliefs about laIlguage

learIIing’’，蜘Jdents’陀spo艘s躺rm袖me s锄e嬲m0辩ofdle study in Hong Kong
conlI既t inVeSti眺d by Pcacock(1998)．Most smden协，especially stIld锄ts、vith low
I龃g吼gc proficiency，did not seem to hlow，or we糟unsu坞oe the origilI of tlleir

bclie蠡．Afb盯re邮ing tlle qucstion，some咖d∞ts said tllat mey got the beliefs
f如m pareI】惦，∞latives，蝴e堪，or othcr ch蛳els iIl society；0lIle stI埘ents埘tll low
pr0&iency said hc w器neV盯awarc ofⅡ圮c∞c印t of langIlage leaming beliefs觚d

hejust knew theseide勰f如m ms personal expe酊ence．

Wh吼嬲kcd“what do youthifll‘is n坨bestwaytoleanl En西ish?’，all oftllem

a轳eed on me import粕ce ofpmcticing rIlore，如ch勰陀ading alld lisⅫling extc惦ively，

锄gaging fkqueIlny in English·speaking actiVities，or ime删’ting wilh native speal【ers．

But thc stlldems f}Om tlle low proficiency group reponed tllat tlley simply l∞k such

删ices dlle t0 Various reasons 0ersonaI or锄Viro哪ental)．
AsforⅡlclast question“Do youthiI】l【nlereis a rel砒ionship betwceIlwhat you

believe锄d yol|r lallguage proficiency?”，most of the mIdems reponcd曲ere wefe

rnore or less some relations，positiVe or negative；only two(one丘Dm tllc middle

profIcie眦y group锄d one f．mm tlle lo、Ⅳ)said mat such felatio璐Mp did not exist at a11．

hI this secdoll，geneml p栅of English learrIing bcliefs held by students、Ⅳi也
di觑玎∞t 1eVels ofEnglish l锄guage proficiency had bcen found．It、v嬲also folmd tIl砒

tlle∞we陀positive co玎clations b幽Ⅳc∞proficiency alld fiVe le锄ing belie6，and

耻g缸～e correlatio璐be咐∞n pro矗ci％cy锄d nⅡ∞learning bdief3，卸d all the∞

correIatio璐we托s协tistically si印ificaIlt at血e 0．Ol levcl．

3．5 Summary
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TIIis chapt盱h酗pfescnted锄d discussed the maill fhldings of the present study．

What de靶rves撇施onillthis partisthe resu瓶ofmcBALUitcms becau∞血cy

may provide pcdagogical implicatio越．The dcscriptiVe a玎_alysis of tlle mr∞

proficiency g嗽lps by tlle BALLI itclns shows me general tfend of Chinese EFL

舳ldents’le锄i119 beliefs．The ANOVA anaJy萄s suggests 1)l，heⅡ1ef me n船e

pm6ci锄cy groups si卿疗caIlny dif蜀lrfbm龆ch other ill tcrllls ofeach lcarnjng beJief

and how吐峙di脑rences w豇l bc．Cor陀lation雏alysis indicates how thc stud髓ts’

leamiflg beIie6 are related谢tIl tIleir I锄g啪喀e proficiency．Moreov盯，tIIe

d墙豫ctefistics of廿le snIdents’leanIing beliefs a坞smmmlrizcd on me b部is of mc

fiIldings of the presem rcseafcIl，觚d then c0唧arcd谢m tllo∞疳啪111c U．8．锄d

Chinese Hong K0ng setcings．
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Conclusion

’nlis辩ction is dcdic舯ed to p∞scntiIlg吐摇Irl2Iin findings of tllis research by

a璐wefing tlIe坨se盯ch questio璐briefly one by∞e，觚d t0 pointing out thc

pcdagogical impJicatio煅oftIle pres蛐t sfIldy f．of EFL le{枷ng a11d lea】1ling访clli腿．

ThcIl’Iimi忉tio璐ofthe presem stIldy a托to be point棚out．FilIaIIy'the dis辩rt砒ion is

t0 be conclllded by puning forward suggestio船for缸rthcr rcse眦h．

SummaI了of Main Findings

1)Wht arc the generaI仃廿lds肌d cllaracteristics of l锄舀lagc Ie咖ing beliefs

held by CtIine∞EFL learners?

W油rc危咖ce to如f{ei弘latlguagc印titude，tlIe m旬ority of ClIi北se EFL

leamers beIieVcd lllat it wollld be e∞ief f曲childrcn m觚admts t0 lc锄a forcign

l锄guage，鲫dthat some pcople are bom、^7im a special abilit)，whichmay hclptll咖

leam a foreigIl I锄gIlagc．But、】I】ben t}ley we陀勰ked whetIlcr they po蟠es辩d that kind

of“spccial abili妒’，opinions、】l僻e equally divided across pmficiency groups．

Wim ref．盯encc to出e natufe of language】eaming，most Chinese EFL le撇ers

believe mat it is necessary t0 know a_bout English·speaking culturcs in order to speak

Englishwen，andtll砒“is bett盯toleaIn afbfei黟l柚guageillthef．oreigll co咖try．

Mosc oftlIem d0 not think tIlat English is咖眦d in t11e s锄e way幽CIlineSe．
Mo∞oVer’most Chine∞咖dcnts inVestigated in tlle prc∞nt s吣do not也ink lllal
l韶miIlg Vocabulaty of伊锄姗【盯is曲le most imp0胁It par￡of learning a如reign

l锄guage．n al∞辩ems tllat tlle notion mat leaming En西ish is mostly a man嚣of

衄塔la土ing舶mClline∞is∞morefavoredbymostofChilleseEFLle籼ers．

As fh鼬Ie锄ing and commulIication s昀tegies are concemed，tIle vast maj丽ty
of Chinese EFL leamers endo璁甜me impon纽ce of p删：tice and repetition，锄d me

∞le of cassett韶or Video tapes，in the p肼ess of foreigIl 1anguage l韶mjng；wh砒’s

mo∞，most of mem arc likely t0 reson to the strategy of guessing whcn thcy

67
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锄courlter new Mrords．

h姗s of tIIc di瓶culty of laIIgtlage，althoug}I m姐y scudents believcd tIIat
English laIIgIlagc is not e蠲y矗”Chine∞to le踟，most of mem were comparatiVely

optimistic about their prospect ofEn垂ish 1觚guage 1eamin辱

FimIly’丛for motiva：cioIls and expectatioIIs of l锄guage le砌ng，tl圮m面ority of

Maillland c11i船辩lcamefs嬲soci删English l删gllage l髓ming witll job
oppommities，and agreed to the importancc of mastering a foreign lallgIlagc f．or

Mainland ICⅫnese people．

2)Ⅵlal leveIs“correlation exist be撕cen lallguagc learIling beIiefs of Cllinese

EFL le啪ers柚d tlleir Engljsh l皿g岫ge profjcjellcy?

n掂cu饿呲study h鹤found that ei g：ht beIiefs of langl】age learning are Telaled

willl la啦；IIage pr06ciency．

O∞beIief(itcm 15)ill加陀i翻肠，则昭P印巧，础，two(items 4矾d 6)in咖

砘护钯“砂矿胁增删驴比4肼i峰and two(i衄ns 12 and 13)m如洲枷g刎

蝴州姗加豳玎肋懈t曙诧s are positivcIy嬲sociated、Ⅳith I蛆gIlage proficiency．One
bclief(it哪“)h f抛玎口加℃矿胁，倒口暑P z唧’nf，l岛two(items 9狮d 18)in如册f昭

口，d∞聊小堋加f如"sr，讼魄珈s are negativeIy asSociatcd wim laIlguage proficiency．

”How do their beliefs difR：r矗啪1llose held b，Ie锄ers in蜘k撇ing
grollps or甜ler cultIlraI contexts?

In t蛳s of也c general仃en如ofl锄guage lcaming beIicfs，moSt of龇beliefs

hcId bv Cllil瞻辩EFL Ie枷e幅a佗simil孤to tho∞held by leamers ill me U．S．辩砸ng；

咖崎a fc’Ⅳbcliefs proved to bc di虢删across culm豫l s矾ings·
hl自e咖s of lcvcis of conPlacion be“wcn bcliefs锄d proficiency’di脆fer研s

o吣ⅣeiglI similarnies，comp眦d丽也吐le findiIlgs in Chinese Hong K姗g sc位ing．

4)What耐a90舀cal implicatio船僦l tllc p诧∞nt rese批h proV女de fh EFL

tcaching and Ie锄ing in Chi脚

1k s“Idy of le锄ing beliefs call lead t0 mo诧eff-ec“ve instnlctional pl枷ing

柚d implemcHtalion of t∞ch盯s，hclp removc咖de鹏’misconceptioIls by proViding

王【llow】edgc Or iH咖tio璐con潮ing me眦tu陀and process of南rcjgll l锄guage
acquisitioII，舭d act够a componem of poIic)，锄d pro鲈锄cval僦ion．But most

嘏
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impofta咀t of all，f砸le啪e培，nle process of cxploring tlleif own beliefs may lead to

moI；c e仃&6ve l螂age l∞miIlg behavio幅，越well as grcater∞lf-knowledge a11d
砒mmomy．

Pedagogical Implications for EFL 1'eaching and Learning in China

Investigatillg stI】dents’beliefs h鹅a grcat Valuc aIld fhr．re∽bing iIllplicatioIls，

釉d whal’s moI岛one of the plllpO∞s of t11e curr即t蜘lldy i8 t0 pro“de pedagogical

irnplicatio璐矗)f EFL teactIing and 1鲫rniIIg in Cllim．11lis∞ction is t0 discu豁what

pedagogical i邮ights tlle pre∞m鲫4dy caIl llavc for Chille∞forcign l锄guagc teacIling

舭dle删flg．
Re辩archefs who haVe inVestiga￡ed le帅crs’beliefs llave repc龇edly emph龉ized

tlle value of iIlSights gained．When sttIdents come to也e cl弱srooms，tIIey will llavc

tll商’own beliefs tow甜s le甜ning．If teachcrs c柚1【llow more ab(Ⅲt what鲫Lldents

tllinI【and ne吐南r ex锄ple，what c锄motiVatc stI疵nts to Ie锄EngIish，how d0

stlld锄船髂∞ss the di蚯ctllties ofle啪iIIg En西ish and what st陷tegies stIldents use in

t11e pmce鹞of le枷jng E嘲ish，they can pay morc altention to thcir daijy teaching in

te珈[1s of preparing sIlitabIe teac撕ng赳ld learrIing materiaIs，carrying out印propriate

pedagogy，aIld llsiIlg relevant雒sessrnen童s．In oⅡler words，the iIlsights gaincd by

inVe鲥ga缅g smdents’beliefs abom l觚guage l∞ming c矩l∞d to morc e丘如tiVe

insmlctioIlal pl锄ling觚d ilIlpl锄entation．h is beIieVed th砒sttlden如’Ianguage

pmficicllcy晰n als0 be iIIlproVcd accor凼ndy．

T龆cbe措啪also dmw∞me I．csearch findin擎tD fbcilitate more ef艳ctjve

teaching pl锄ing aIld implerncn诅tion，蛐ch硒：grcatcr consideration for“oice of

teaclling mettlods狮d maII试als，lesson c0眦cnt锄d∞q啪ce．MOrcoVer，tlle
l(110wIedge of student belie矗will mal(e it possible f．of te∞he馏t0 c嘲te a mode of

ins眦tion m砌ch studen协，nceds柚d goals are钳fisfied(Sakui&Gaies，1999)．
For ex姗ple，30 pcrcem of the fespondents in this su“ey(st∞ngly)endorsed

tllat E心ish is a(vcJ叻di髓cuJt l锄gtlage'and 49 pcrc彻t of￡l埘n be】ieVcd t11at it

wouId协ke th锄at least 5·10 years to le椰t0 speal【EngliSh；泌addition，me less



山东大学硕士学位论文

pm矗cient iIl English one js，tIle more di施cult hc or shc tllilll(s English is．Accoming

t0 Peacock(1998)，le帅ers who unde卜estimated me diffi“lty of l卸guagc leaming

wouId be l∞s proficient in English；simil卵ly，le啪ers’0ver．estimation of the

di墒c川t)r of Eng】ish would also r韶ult ill吐le蹦lu陀of胁guage Ieanlillg in m甜

learIle墙、Ⅳ0uId feeI mlst】嘶ed、Ⅳith themsclves．on tllis regard，tcachers’inte_Ⅳ曲tion

of encoumgemclll乜are of铭sential inlp∞t弛ce．

F0r粕otller exam棚c，in锄ms of tlle naturc of l柏guage l删ng，111e vas|
majofity ofC量Iine阮stIldents did not endor辩tIlat“L啪ing English is mostIy a ma：tter
of leaming a 10t of∞w vocabulary wor出”，‘‘L锄ning EngIish is mostly a m舭r of

learIling a lot of萨afrlmaf刚es”缸d“Leanling English is mostly a蝴船r of

柏nslating如m Cllincse幻En群ish”．nIe辩suggest the necent shm of Chine∞

laIlgtlage teaching metllodologics疗Dm tlle仃aditional“鲈踟ar-仃anslation''t0 n他
a删‘‘amlmulli洲Ve l孤l殍扭ge teachjng'’，谢tb thc l砒∞being generally acc印ted
by me s刚ents．The modcrIl tcaching methods p∞vide for a more le釉er-ccn捌

approach to l锄guage t∞cIling，whc=fe differem learIling styles are accommodated趾d

me cllrricIllt聪is ne90tiatcd．Equipped wim mis knowledge，teacIlcrs of tllis cla鹳

comd即sure mat t11e curriclIl啪and lesson pl锄ifIg meet t王le畔iVed n黯ds and
cxpec协tio螂of me leamers．Omer嘶se，when lan母lagc cl嬲ses f瓠l to m∞t stIldem

峭协tiO瞄，咖dents c雏lo辩confidence iIl the ins臼uctional印proach and tlleir
ulti瑚fc驸1iev鼬ent c锄be linlitcd(Ho州杞1987；Kem 1995)．

Ill addition，incorrect Ie帅er beliefS negatively am娥I觚gIlage l锄ing(Peacocl【，
1998)，Which calls fof tcache心inten，ention in tlle EFL cl嬲sfoom．1lI other words，

ifincon_cct bclie6 am如砸m曲tal to lallguage l银rning，perhaps s螂)S sh叫ld be lal【en

to corr∞t tllose belie6．ConsequentIy'the time觚d e竹brt spent iIl_Vestigating锄d

f．os衄ing positivc beliefs tlIat lead to e虢ctive learrIing s眦egy llse锄d嘶njmizing

negatjve beljefs也at illllibit leallling will be lime we”spent(Bemat&GVozdelll(o'

2005)．Teache鸺can femove咖dents，misconceptio璐by providing knowledge or

ill懈仃{撕ons co玳嘲TIing tlIe彻加re觚d process of foreign laIlguage teachiIlg．

Pcfs删Ve communicati∞or group discusSion can be conducted lo raj踞stIldenls’

南e诅啪鲥tive awarcness(愀mden，199l；Yang 1999)．
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on thc b嬲is of thc presem托seafch，it is aIso suggested that re辩arch on

stIld曲ts’beliefs about l雏gIlage l洲ng c孤act鸽a compIDnem of poIky锄d
prog胁eval嘶on，by删ding．msight iIIto tllc dc黟∞of鲫忸reIless of锄d
commi协1cnt of龇educatiofIaI inlloVation by l朗me塔．Tllis c觚greatly help tcache曙

Ⅲlderst眦d，become comfor协ble、Ⅳith，趴d im锄alize the proposcd changes．

S瑚眦鲫Ieously，tlle ch锄ces of beiIlg success矗ll of勰y illIloValio璐will be grealcr

with me suppom oftc∞h铘．

n is important血at tc∽he体’tc∽hing metllodologies are compatmle witIl le枷ef

beli出．As Ho州tz(1988：283)put“，“kIlowledge of the坨lationship of leanlers’

bdiefs abom J锄guage le鼬ing锄d s蛔tegy u鼯should proVide把ache憎州d1 bcnef

埘dcrslanding of t11e stIld∞协，ex删ion o￡c0咖i伽删1t to，success in’锄d
sa【is饥吐on谢tll曲eir l锄gIlage cl酗ses”．

Thc协fo】蛳ation of衔ed in锄s gtudy might also llelp Chine辩adm．miste鹅，

t懿tbook剐陆lo俗，in蛐nJcto姆鹞wcIl鹊teache塔t0 develop propcr progr锄s，趴d to

desi髓betc盯cIlrricIll啪s or syllabi，∞勰to meet tlIe e】【pect；ltio∞of lcame陪in

China．In shon'lhe l【110wlcdge of sfudcnt beliefs谢ll greally bellem tlle decision

makers ofme c嘶cuI啪．

Finally，for lear眦rs，me process of exploring t11eir own beliefS c髓lead to mo陀

c髓ctive language lea功ing beha“ors'嬲we】】as gr髓tef self-knowledge a11d

锄Jtonomy(Honvitz 1987，1988；Victori aIld Locl【Ilan 1995；Wenden 199I)．Wend肌

(1986)also sll鹳ested mat cI舔sroom activmes in which le锄e体cx锄ine锄d

ev81l蛐thcir awn bcliefs may 1ead to incrc嬲ed a啪瑚e豁卸d modi6cation of lheir

e)【pect砒io璐c伽ccn血g I锄g∞ge leaming．

Limitations 0f the Stlldy

IIl i11tc掣铺ng me fmdin簪，we should keep i|t mind seveml Iimi诅lioIls of clIis

stIld孔altllough山e methodology of tlle present stt珂y h嬲been carefully designed．

First of all，tlIis study w船b硒ed on a s锄ple of 384 Chinc鸵college students leaming

En羽ish in only t}粥e unjVefsjties in Shandong ProViflce．Although nle s砌ple of this
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咖dy is comparatively not small，the subjec协for mis mldy may be not Dcpre∞ntative

锄ouglI of Cllinc∞snldents Iearning English鹪a forei弘l锄guage in China鹤a

cultI|ral group．Therefore，it is que960nable th砒the findings of mis study carI be

statistically ge删izablc嬲t0 thc Ie棚illg clla均cteristics of all students leaming
English in Chiflat

Secondly，One of the research imtmments uscd in ttlis stud弘the BeliefS AboIIt

踟gIlagc Leaming Inventory圆ALLI)，w∞not研marily or specmcally designed for

Clli舱辩s乜Iden：ts l∞ming English勰a forei弘langllage blIt adaptcd，wim slight

ch觚ges to跚it ChiIle辩conte)ct，肋m tllat of Honvitz(1985)wIlich w嬲dcsi印ed

pfimarily fbr咖珂ents le锄jIlg commoIlly诅ught f研eign languag鼯in tlle U．S．

Ho刑i杞’s BALLl w鹤chosen for this sttldy becau∞“w船tt圮mOst suitable

i璐帆船em available al thc吐me when t11is stIIdy was desigIIcd．

11lirdly，邪∞gards the qualitative讹colle曲ed mrough辩mi·s细】ctllfed
imerviews，it is dimclllt t0 dmw觚y fi哪conclusions for teaching English be咖se

the n啪b盯of snldents w勰too small to ma王【e舳y at胁pt at genemlising resul乜t0

other cl船sr咖s觚d conccx协．nle∞d如此main for interested feadc硌t0 compare
wilh shmen拓ide勰锄d suggestiorIs witllin tlleir own cl鹊sro咖s．

加tb盯liIIlitation of tIlc presem snldy is the seriously itIlbalallced proponion of
male to龟male pa撕cipants(58 to 326)．Such imbalance∞锄s to bc allllost

impossible t0 be avoidcd siIIce this is the stan塔quo of f．orcigll l卸guage classes iIl

舱arly all龇Chine∞collegcs or砌vers“ies．DI|e t0 tIlis Iimi枷咀龇snldy did not

investigatc how males alld females dif断WitIl rcfcrence to laIlgIlage le枷ing beIiefs

锄d profici％cy．

Recommenda“ons fbr Further Studies

Therc are∞veraI rccomm髓妇io∞f．or f嘶er research．

First，coIlsidering tlle laFgc po叫ation of students stud)，ing En酉iSh鼬a forei弘

language in Clli睢but me锄all saIIIple available in tllb stIldy，tlIis stlldy only cho∞

Ⅱ圮stLldents in tllree ullivers“ies of ShaIldong Province，州ch is f缸行om being
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tepreseI她tivc cnougll of mc wholc chine∞se埘ng．Future rese孤ch“也large

sampl鄂may i11cIude me stIldents f如m uIliV—ties across China．

Second，m峙to tile limi协虹。璐of space aIld time，tllis study did not disc璐s t}Ie

fact螂t11at are l赫ly to account for me characteristics of MainlaTld Chine鸵EFL

le甜ne塔’belie蠡．F咖studies may舔、Ⅳell touch upon ttIis issue．
T1li吐this study h勰found out Vafio吣l觚guage learIling beliefs held by Ctlim∞

础ts锄d bas sho帅the importaIlce of jnvestigating stIld如ts’be】ie6 i11廿leir
l∞miIIg．In a lcanIing prjDcess，tcachc培’role is alS0“吼．Thefefore，l suggcst tllat

tcach嘲’belicfs can al∞be ex锄讧ned，panicularly whet}lcr畦ley di仃er significantly

f}0m g叫en乜'ide鹬．F袖er investigatiotls may粕swer t11e questions of how fh
gtlldent锄d te北her belicfs dive}g岛why mey diverge，讲lat the eff＆ts of幽e

diVerg鞠ce∞Jeaming are，柚d how 111cse d强融_ences c锄be瑚noVed，e￡c．

Four，since in tllis瓯udy the sample of sttIdents who took paft iII tIle

seIIli—s讥lcnlrcd inten，iews is too sIIlaIl，me qualitativc da土a colk曲ed afe重h fbm

bcing reliable to draw fimI conclusions．h tlle如t11∞∞search，more s“bjects afe

su即osed to bc involved to collect quali饿Ve‰to back up tlle q啪ti诅tive咖．
Flna)ly，this st【ldy has shown tlle relatio珊hip be柳∞n studell西beliefs atld me．r

laIlgllage proficiency．I suggcSt m砒filnh钟studies chcck tIle correlation between me

studeⅡ心beliefs锄d othcr English laIlguage skills，e’g．speaking'writing，reading，

lis衄dIlgand∞on．
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Appendices

Appendix l

ANoVAof Pmnciency Groups by BALLI Items

Sum of Mean
df F Sig．

{Ⅺuar韩 Saua他

I咖1 Beh嘲n GrouDs 1．788 2 ．894 f．944 ．145

v、r瞳h．n GrouDs 175．210 381 ．460

To协l 176．997 383

Item2 B刚w∞n GrouDs ．158 2 ． ．079 ．264 ．768

WMIn GrouDs 114．214 381 ．3∞

To捃l "4，372 388

Item3 Be№n Grou∞ ．498 2 ．249 ．454 ．635

W孙in G∞uDs 2∞．246 376 549

To协l 2∞．744 378

Item4 Between Grouos 61．728 2 30．864 80．670 ．000

、^mh．n G∞u嘴 145．∞5 379 ，383

ToIaI 2∞．733 381

Item5 Betw∞n GrouDs 190 2 095 2．393 ．∞3

W．曲in Grou∞ 15．'43 381 ．040

TolaI 15．333 383

Item6 Between G∞u口s 1．078 2 ．539 2．475 ．086

W阶．n GrOu嘴 82 760 380 ．218

ToIal 83838 ∞2

ffem7 8etween GrouDs 1．712 2 ．856 1．328 ．2∞

W曲．n GrouDs 245．528 381 644

TotaI 247．240 383

llem8 Beh帕en GrouDs ．047 2 ．023 ．143 ．867

V哪加Grou嘴 睨．180 381 ．163

To臼I 62227 383

Ilem9 BehⅣeen GrOuDs 124．110 2 62 055 1∞．779 ．000

W曲_nGrou略 220．257 379 ．581

TOtaI 3“．366 ∞1

Ileml0 Beh懈n Grou∞ ．068 2 ．034 ．051 ．950

WminGrou∞ 251．421 380 ．∞2

TotaI 251 488 382

Ilemll Between GrouD3 1．222 2 ．611 3 391 ．035

Wm．nGrou∞ 68．490 380 ．180
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Tolal ∞．713 382

lteml2 BebⅣeen GfDuDs ∞．178 2 34．589 63 951 ．000

W阶m GrouDs 206．∞9 381 ．541

ToIal 275．247 383

Iteml3 E}etween GrouDs 115958 2 57 979 140 029 ．000

Wi价．n Grou∞ 156．924 379 ．414

Tat棚 272．聃2 381

Iteml4 BetweenGrouDs 3．693 2 1 847 2 412 ．091

Ⅵr胁iflGrou∞ 290．110 379 765

To协l 293．804 381

I把m15 8et峨en G∞uDs 62．∞7 2 31．333 49．067 ．000

矾棚1in Grou∞ 241 386 378 ．639

TO妇} 304．052 380

lfeml6 Between G删Ds ．009 2 ．004 024 ．977

W_胁；nG舢Ds ∞430 378 ．184

T呦J ∞．438 3∞

lleml7 Belw∞n Grou聃 ．D62 2 ．031 ．265 ．7∞

W_曲jr’Gro邺 43，847 372 ．"8

To协l 43，909 374

Ileml8 BeMeen Gmuos 鹋．580 2 “，290 76．893 ．000

WmIn Groups 218．300 379 ．576

Tot剐 306 880 381

IIeml9 Beh帕enGmuDs ．040 2 ．020 ．025 ．976

W№in G∞uDs 310．371 379 ．819

TOtaI 310411 381

Item20 Be“帕en GrouDs ．291 ．146 1．092 ．337

W阶m GrouD8 50．298 377 133

Tat剐 50 589 379

Ilem21 Between GrouOs ．383 2 ．192 1．001 ．369

Wmin GrouDs 72154 377 ．191

TOIal 72．537 379

llem22 Between GrouDs ．486 2 ．243 ．3“ ．702

W阶-n GrouDs 255．717 373 ．髓6

TOⅫ 256202 375

llem23 Be¨een GrouD每 ．369 2 ．185 ．921 ．399

W柏．n GrouDs 75．515 377 ．200

Total 75．884 379

lIem24 8e№n Grou∞ 1．∞7 2 ．549 ．7∞ ．464

W卧in GrOu∞ 2∞．006 373 ．713

ToⅧ 267104 375

Item25 Beh坩en GrouDs 2．026 2 1．013 1．775 ．171

Wilhm GrouDs 21516’ 377 ．571
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TOIaI 217187 379

llem26 Between Grouas ．858 2 ．429 2．812 ，06’

W-胁In GrouDs 57．332 37B ．152

ToIal ∞190 378

Hem27 Belween Gro啪 ．033 2 ，016 ．128 880

W胁inGrou∞ 48．555 378 ．128

TotaI 柏．588 380

llem28 Belwe鲫Grouns 3．551 2 1．776 2227 ．，09

WminGrou∞ 2∞．800 376 ．797

TOIaI 303．351 378

ltem29 8e{w∞n G舢∞ ．079 2 ．O柏 ．103 ．90口

Wm．n GrouDs 1“．897 375 ．386

TolaI 1“976 377

}lem30 Between Grou口s 1．193 2 596 2．202 112

W帅in Grou∞ 10'．836 376
‘

．271

To扭I 103，029 378

flem31 Between GrouDs ．327 2 ．164 ．310 ．733

W．胁jnGrou∞ 197121 374 ．527

TO悟I 197．448 376

Ilem32 B创we朗GrouDs ．207 2 ．103 ．'52 ．859

WmInGrou∞ 255．∞8 376 ．680

Total 255．905 378

Item33 Belmen GrouDs 787 2 ．393 ．802 ．449

W．曲InGrou∞ 184．395 376 ．490

TO例 185伯2 378

№m34 Between GrouDs ．591 2 ，295 ．424 ．655

W胁．n GrouDs 262．807 377 ．∞7

圳 263．397 379
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AppendixⅡ

Post．h仳MumpIe compa凼om of Pro矗ci蛐cy Gmups by BALLl Items

M∞n

(IJ ∽ D№mn∞

0e∞ndem Vana¨e G∞uD Gmu口 ‘卜J) S埘Er∞r 踟．
fleml LOw MiddIe -．12705 ．084鼬 ．326

High ．02785 ∞579 ．949

MiddIe Low ．12705 ．∞4髓 ．326

H啪 ．15帖9 ，∞8鲫 ．184

Hj9h Lw -．02785 ．∞579 ．949

Middfe ．．15489 ．∞3蚰 ．184

llem2 LOw Middle ，035∞ ．06837 ．874

High ．O鹌72 ．∞926 ．781

MiddIe Law ．．03555 ．∞837 ．874

Hjgh ．01316 ．∞781 ．∞1

High L鲫 ．0柏72 ．06926 ．78，

Middle ．，01316 ．06781 ．∞’

Ilefn3 ㈨ M，ddle ．∞1∞ ．∞321 ．髓0

High ．013∞ ．09427 ．990

Middle h ．．∞1∞ ．09321 ．翩0

High ．．068∞ ．092“ ．757

High ㈧ -．01305 ．09427 ．990

Middle ．068∞ ．09224 ．757

nef，'4 Lw MiddIe ·．80881n ．07757 ．000

H啪 ·．91234(．) 07858 ．000

MⅪdIe 咖 ．8∞81n ．07757 ．O∞

High 一．10354 ．a76∞ ．402

H；oh LOw ．9'234n ．07858 ．O∞

MiddIe ．10354 ，o_Ⅷ ．402

№m5 L讲v MiddIe -．02105 ．0“∞ ．7∞

High ．．05怕1 ．02522 ．∞7

Middle h ．021∞ ．02489 ．700

HIgh ．．03355 ，02469 ．398

High h ．05461 ．02522 ∞7

MiddIe ．03355 ．02469 ．398

Ilem6 LOw MiddIe ．．09475 ．05838 ．269

High 一．12630 ．05904 ．103

MiddIe ¨ ．09475 ．058鹅 ．269

High ．．03156 05790 ．862

High Lw ．12630 ．05904 ，103
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MiddIe ．031弱 ．057∞ 862

Item7 Ldw MlddIe ．．13603 ．10024 ．399

Hiah -．14954 ．10156 ．339

MiddIe LOw ．13603 ．1咄 ，3∞

H嘧h ．．0'352 ．09942 ∞，

High Low ．14954 101∞ 339

MiddIe ．O'352 ．09942 盼1

Item8 Low Middle ．02694 ．05045 ．867

H．gh 一01248 ．05111 ．口71

MiddIe 咖 ．026舛 ．05045 ．867

High ．01446 ．05003 ．959

High Lw ．01248 ．051” ．971

Middb ．．014柏 ．O目∞B ．959

№m9 Law MiddIe ．85603n ．∞557 ．∞0

High 1．40孔8n ．09664 ．0∞

MiddIe Low ·．85603n ．∞557 ．O∞

High ．546“(．) ．094弱 ．∞0

Hi9h Law ·1．40248n ．09664 ，000

MiddIe ·．546“(．) ．09458 ．ooO

Ifem'0 h 脚ddk ．．oo锄 ．10175 ．998

High ．．03073 ．102∞ ．956

Middle 咖 ．00568 ．10175 ．998

H；口h ．．02504 ．10092 ．970

Hj。h Law ．03073 ．102∞ ．956

Middle 02504 ．10092 ．970

Itemll h MiddIe ．06276 05313 ，498

High ，13980n ．05382 ．035

MiddIe LOw ．．06276 ．05313 ．4驰

High 07704 ．05258 ．343

High Lw 一．139800 ．05382 ．035

MjddIe 一．07704 ．052船 ，343

I伯m12 Law MiddIe ·．516∞(’ ．∞183 ．000

High ·1．05198(．) 09304 ．000

MlddIe Law ，51808n 09183 o()0

High -535∞(-) 091∞ o()0

High 咖 ．1．05198n ．09304 ．000

Mjddle ．53590(’ ．∞1∞ ．000

Iteml3
’ 岫 Middle -1．11踮3n ．08064 ．000

Hi口h 一．23328n ．O引柏 ．o()o

MiddIe Law 1．11863(．) 08064 ．000

HIgh ．．11465 ．079∞ 359

High Lw 1．23328n ．081加 ．000

Middle ．11465 ．079∞ ．359

Iieml4 LOw Middle ．．1加06 ．10965 ．443
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High ．．24230 11068 092

MiddIe 咖 ．14006 10965 ，443

H毡h -．1022‘ ．10875 643

H呐 LM ．24230 ．"068 Ⅸ}2

Middle ．10224 ．10875 ．643

f￡eml5 h 洲dd蛔 ·，∞294(．) ．10015 。000

HJgh ·．螂06n ．10129 ．000

Mid删e Low ．∞294(’ ．10015 ，000

High ·．柏512n ．09953 ，000

Hi9h 咖 ．∞8∞(．) ．10129 ．000

Middle ．40512n ．09953 ，O∞

Jlem'6 LOw Mid删e ．．∞732 ．0538， ．99'

Hjgh ．00410 ．05422 ．997

Mid删e Lw ．00732 ．05381 ．∞1

High ．01142 ．05337 977

High Lw ．．00410 ．05422 ．997

MiddIe ．．01142 ．05337 ．977

Ileml7 Lw MiddIe ，02564 ，04348 ，840

H幻h ．00267 ．043黯 ．9∞

M耐dle LOw ．．02564 ．04346 ．840

H．gh ．．02831 ．04301 ．805

High LM ．00267 ．043嗨 ．998

MiddIe ．02831 ．04301 ．805

lkml8 咖 MjddIe ．2104B ．∞511 ．088

Hjgh 1．11472n 09601 ．000

M；ddIe LOw 一．21046 ．095" 088

High ．90426(．) ．09433 ．ooO

High 咖 ，1．11472n ．09601 ．000

Middle -．90426n ．09433 ．Ooo

Ileml9 Low Middle ．021∞ ．11341 ∞3

High ．02285 ．”448 ．980

MjddIe LOw -．02，∞ ．"3¨ ．鲫3

Hjgh ．O们79 ．1'248 1 Ooo

High ㈣ ．．02285 ．'1448 ．980

MiddIe ．．00179 ．”248 1，000

Item20 Law M埘dIe 一．03∞1 ．04596 690

High ．02717 ．04830 ．842

MiddIe LOw ．03961 ．04596 ．6∞

Hj口h ．∞678 ．04549 ．341

Hj口h LM -．02717 ．04630 ．842

MiddIe ．．∞678 ．04549 ．341

Ilem21 ㈨ M|ddIe ．．06567 ．05503 ．491

High —06991 ．05534 ．451

MiddIe LOw ，06567 ．05503 ．491
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High ．．00424 ．05458 ．997

HIgh Low 06991 ．05534 ．451

Middle ．00424 ．05458 ．∞7

ltem22 LOw Mfddfe ．．07636 ．1D501 ．768

High ．．07782 ．10541 ．762

MiddIe LaⅣ ．07636 ．10∞1 ．768

High ．．00146 ．10350 1．000

High Low ．07782 ．'0541 ．762

Mjdd培 ∞146 ．103∞ 1 0∞

I培m23 Law Middb ．06676 ．05631 ．4∞

High 00239 ．05674 ．999

MiddJe h ．．∞676 05631 ．496

High ．．06437 ．05573 ．514

High Law ．．00239 05674 ．999

M—dIe ．06437 ．05573 ．514

I悟m24 LOw Mjd删e ．11514 ．10671 ．559

High ．11667 ．10793 ．558

Midd把 Law ．．11514 ．1∞7' 559

High ．∞153 ．10559 '．000

High h ．．11667 ．10793 ．558

MiddIe ．．001∞ ．10559 1．0∞

ltem25 Law MIddIe ．．17878 ，09505 ．172

High ．．∞3’9 ．09577 ．6∞

MIddIe Law ．17876 ．09505 ．172

Hjgh ．∞557 ．094∞ ．597

High Low ．08319 ．09577 ．686

MidcHe ．伪557 ．09408 ．597

l协m26 咖 MjddIe ．．07137 ．04睨2 ．3∞

High ，04292 ．04950 ．687

Middle Ldw ．07137 ．04922 ．350

High ．114约 ．04872 ．065

High Law ．．04292 ．04950 ．687

Middle ．，11429 ．04872 ．∞5

IIem27 Law MiddIe ．．00112 ．04501 1．000

H啪 ．，02027 ．04543 ．905

MiddJe LOw ．00”2 ．04501 '000

H_gh ．．01915 ．O“S5 ．912

High h ．02027 ．045柏 ∞5

Middle ．01915 ．04455 ．912

nem28 Lw MiddIe 一．23‘蝈0 ．112弱 ．115

High ．．15219 ，11320 ．406

MiddIe 咖 ．23柏0 ，112驺 ．115

Hlgh ．08282 ．”141 ．760

Hjgh Lw ．15219 ．”320 ．4∞
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Middk ·．∞262 ．11141 ．7∞

Ilem29 LaⅣ Middle ．．02246 07838 ．驰0

High -．03548 ．07912 洲
MiddIe LOw ．02246 ．07838 ．咖

Hjgh ·．01303 ．077∞ 9∞

H．gh ㈧ -03{；48 ．07912 ．904

MiddIe ．01303 ．077弱 ，986

Ilem30 LmⅣ 枷dcHe 一．13722 ．06562 ．114

HIgh 一．∞130 ．∞611 ．651

MiddIe LOw ．13722 ．∞∞2 ．114

High ．a7592 ．06481 ．504

High 咖 ．∞130 ．∞611 ．851

Middk -．075睨 ．06船1 ．504

nem31 Law MiddIe ．．01419 ．∞174 ．∞8

High ·．∞865 ．∞260 ．7∞

M砌dle ㈨ ．01419 ．∞174 ．∞8

High ·．05．147 ．09059 ，835

High L口w ．∞865 ．∞260 ．760

Middb 05447 ．09059 ．835

llem32 伽 M；ddJe ·．01583 ．10378 ．988

High ．．05582 ．10474 ．868

MjddIe Law ．01583 ．10376 ．9的

Hbh -．03999 ．102∞ ．927

High Low ．05弱2 ．10474 ．868

州d删e ．03999 ．'029D ．927

IIem33 LOw MiddIe ．04981 ．08811 ．852

Hi9h ．．∞076 ，08895 ．792

MjddIe 咖 -．04981 ．08811 ．852

High ．．11057 ．08738 ．450

High 咖 ．∞076 ．08895 ．792

MiddIe ．11057 ．08738 ．4∞

Ilem34 h MiddIe ．，∞617 ，10505 ．658

High ．．04111 ．10584 ．927

MⅪdIe LOw ．09617 ．10505 ．658

High ．05铋 ．10397 ．869

Hlgh Lw ．04111 ．10584 ．927

Mj批 一．055∞ ．10397 ．889

’The mean di胁n∞皓8igniIic麓nt at the．∞kvel．

8I
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Appendix III

snmmary ofCorrel叠tj蚰Bet’I，een PrD矗cient)r And AU The BAI，I—I L姻rne瞄’
Bdie蠡Ilems

救

CO晰Ia廿Or喀

№m1
Profic}ency

Te酣S∞瞄
托eml Pea侣On Co鹏Iatlon ' ，005

S昭．(2．协iled) ．921

．
N 384 3斟

Proflcief'cy T醯t S∞他s Pearson C吖胁U∞ ．005 1

野g．《2-tailed) ．铊1

N 384 384

Pr硼ciencv
Ife啦 。

T∞l S∞res

I协m2 Pear∞n CO删a60n 1 ．006

S皤．(2-tailed) ．∞7

N 3¨384

Pmfic：ien州Te吼Scafes P∞rson Con嘲aticm ．006 1

S，g弘扭iI鲥) ．907

N 384 384

P刚c醅ncv
l协m3

。

Tl培tS∞嘲
l培m3 p∞嘲C删a廿on ' ．027

si口(2-协№d) ．602
。

N 384 379

P∞6ciency Te懿S∞障s P∞r$∞C∞蝴n ．027 1

S，叼．偿船iIed) ．∞2

N 379 379

P∞再ciencv
Jlem4

。

Test S∞res

№m4 Pea噔∞Co仃eIaI；on 1 ．411n
s蛔．(2-协．1ed) ．000

N 384 382

P∞Rd帅斜Te吼sc饼髓 Pears∞comeIat．啪簧缀禽镶 1

S嘧．(2．协ik∞ ．O∞

N ， 382 382

Pro日画}ncv
“e帕

。

Test SoO嘲
№m5 pear湖CO盯eIa【ion ' 070

Sig．偿妇iled) ．仃1

N 384 3“
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Pm再ciency 1-髓t S∞res Pea侣硼Co删ation ，070 1

髫g(2柏iIed) ．171

N 384 384

Hem Pr08de啊
T∞tS∞m

I蛔T16 P∞啪n co鹏Iali∞ 1 ．152(．．)

锑g(2抽ned) ∞3
N 384 383

P『绷ciEmcyT髓tsco，舒凡煳c鲫吲aIior’臻喇 1

S哂．(2．乜i-ed) ．∞3

N 383 383

Pro自ciency
I忙m7

。

Te3tScom
I把m7 P明rs∞COm}妇墩蚋 ' ．∞8

S幻．(2柏"e由 ，184

N 384 384

P彤nd帅cy Te硝S∞嘲 P∞rs∞C饼悖I矗tion ．∞8 1

SIg．但-协iIed) ．184

N 384 384

Pr椰cjencv
Item8

。

Test S∞res

№m8 P∞rs彻Co州at啪 ' ．053

s．g(2’协iIed) ．300

N 384 384

P懒∞y Tesl S∞糟搴 pea懵on CO鹏Ia鼢 ．053 1

S’g(2·la¨e田 ．300

N 384 3“

Hm9
Pmnciency

TestSco他s

Item9 Pea嘲m Co毗lion 1 一。537(．．)

。S．崎．(2扫iIed) ．O∞

N 384 382

Pfolicie啊Test S∞嗍 Pea鸭∞co删at嘶赣蔓孽茎髓 1

S毡．(2·协}Ied) ．O∞

N 382 382

P咖ciencv
ItemlO

’

1协t S∞reB
ItemlO Pea隋on CO仃elatiOn 1 ．033

S．g(2怕；kd) ．515

N 384 383

P删协ency Test Sco啪Pea嘲n COn吲越jon ．033 1

S嘧．(2怕iIed) ．515

N 383 383

Item” Pr砷aency
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Test Scoms

Ikm”Pearson CorreIation 1 ·"4(．)

Sig．(2由iI哪 ．O∞

N 384 ∞3

Pr嘶cIency Tesl sco怕8 PearBon cofreI越bn翻}霪碡淄 1

S蛔．(2抽¨ed) ．嘲
N 383 383

I协m12
P咖aency
Te8t S∞res

I把m12^瞄r∞n溉蛳bn 1．47烈’
Sig．C2．biled) ．0∞

N 3¨384

P嗍dency TesI s∞悖s P∞r6彻co吣IalIcm鬻礴@爨 1

S皤(2怕iIed) ．000

N
．
3鲥 3“

neml3
P刚ciency

T鲫Sco∞B
lkml3 P∞懵叩Co盯elali∞ ' ．480(．．)

S毡．伫·tailed) ，∞0

N 3“ ∞2

Profici．}ncy Te吼s∞陀s P船rB∞co舱laIi∞潮§霹嚆 1

Si9．p妇l把d) ．000

N 382 382

·

Ilem，4
P嘲咖ncy
TestS∞m

№m14 Pea嘲ComIation 1 ．∞3

囟g(2．协“ed) ∞9

N 384 382

P∞行dency Tb甜s‘，哪P明删CO仃吲aCiol’ ．∞3 1

S均(2-协i州) ．∞9

N 382 382

Pmficiency
lleml5

。

TestSco啪
Iteml5 Pearson C删ati∞ 1 ．489(‘．)

Si口，(2·妇iIed) ．0∞

N 3鲥38，

P嘶ciency Test s∞障s P髓r∞n co仃剖a舡∞辫B§￡嘲 1

Sig．(2也iled) ．000

N ，381 381

Pr06den甜
Ileml6

’

Te科S∞馆s

№m16 Pe剐∞n C甜旭lglion 1 ．．045

Sig(2-妇}Ied) ．382

N 384 381
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。P咖cien印T嘲t sc鹏● P髓rs∞CO№Iatj∞ ．．045 1

Sig．(2捆iIed) ．∞2

N ∞1 381

№m17
Pr06∞ncy
Te龇Scores

l悟m17 P∞鸭On COn吲ation 1 022

S电．(2捌‘Bd) ．667

N 384 375

P—妇en爿Test S洲 P明嘲C帆Ia咖 ．022 1

S码．(2帼i州) ．∞7

N 375 375

Pr06dencv
tteml8

。

Test Scores

¨eml8 P∞俜∞Co№bⅡ伽 1 -．4∞n
sig．f2．协糖由 ．000

N 384 382

P刚dency Test s∞嘻毫 P翰舯co盯剖aljon鬻绷溺 1

S蛔．(她jIed) ．O∞

N 382 382

P∞nciency
№m伯

。

Te蜕scor∞

Ileml9 P的，80n C叫旭怕艋∞ ' ．．008

Sig．(2乜iIed) 870

N 384 382

p∞龀呻Tes￡sc对嘲Pea愕∞Com耐a峙∞ ．．O∞ 1

S崦(2怕iIed) ．870

N 382 382

Pr酮dencv
I协m20

。

T∞tScor∞

ltem20 Pea鸭∞Com嘲aUOn 1 ．．∞2

Si口．(2曲iIed) ．230

N 3“380

P—确e啊Test S∞嘲p∞r鼻∞COm科ation 一．∞2 1

s．g(2抽iled) ．230

N 380 380

ltem21
P刚晰Icy
Te甜S∞r酷

I培m21 Pea隋on COm嘲aUOn 1 ．078

Slg(2_协lIed) ．'27

N 384 380

Pr嘶ci鲫cy Te蜕S∞怕o Pearson Cor帕I atlon ．078 1

Sig，(2．协iled) ．127

N 380 380
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Pronci∞cv
Ikm22

。

Te吼Scor∞

他em22 p翰rs∞Com醴宣lion 1 ．015

Sio．(2-协iled) ．770

N 384 376

P嘲ciency Test Sco悖s P的瞎∞COn吲矾bn ．015 1

Sig．(2捆iled) ．770

N 376 37B

Pf06ciencv
Ilem23

。

T∞tS∞r档

Item23 Pe射son Co鹏怕tion ， ．033

S．g(2．乜iIed) ．525

N 384 380

Profidencv Te毗Scor髓 Pea瞎∞Com蚋猷bn ．033 1

S-g(2怕iled) ．

．525

N 380 380

Proficiencv
nem24

。

TestS∞res

Item24 Pears∞COH—a蛀On 1 ·．053

S蛔．(2-乜Hed} ．306

N 3髀 378

p|叫妇ency T船t S∞啪P∞舢C钟reIalion -053 ，

S．嘧．(2·协舱田 ．3∞

N 378 376

P丽dencv
nem25

’

TenS∞r∞

ltem25 Pea鸭∞Com蝴iOn 1 ．002

S．岣．(2．协ibd) ．∞5

N 3H钓0

Pfo'汹哪Test S∞懈 P∞哺On CO盯dati∞ ．∞2 1

Sig．(2-biM} ．∞5

N 380 380

Pr晰ciencv
№m∞

。

T∞lS∞m
Item26 P∞rson C饼砌．肼 1 ，045

S培，(2—taib柳 ．387

N 384 379

Pr嘶dency Te猷S∞悖s P∞rsOn Co丌dati∞ -．045 1

Sig．(2-协IIed) ．∞7

N 379 379

IIe帕7 Pmncie恻
Te砒S∞瞄

Item27 Pears帅C饼他I鲥on 1 ．044

Si口．(2怕iIed) ．3∞
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N∞4 拈1

P彤忭ciency瑚S∞嘲 P髓rs∞CO鹏I甜∞ ．O¨ 1

S．g．(2妇¨ed) ．390

N 381 381

Pro靠ciencv
m}m晓8

。

TestScor∞

}捃m28 Pea隋on Co竹eI翻i∞ ， ．06，

Sjg(2一协ilem ，235

N 384 379

ProfIcien甜T刨^Scor髂Pea啪n C创佗衄的n ．061 '

S．嘧．(2．协iIed' ．235

N 379 379

P瑚dency
Ile_|Tt筠

。

Te搴tScor∞

Item29 PearsOn COm醴冒ti∞ 1 ，013

Sig，《2-laj蛔田 ．798

N 384 378

P嗍酿Incy Te甜Sco他毫 P∞rs∞Co鹏I鲥∞ ．013 1

Sig．(2-Iailed) ．7∞

N 378 378

P『06cien甜
Ilem∞

。

TestSco鹇
舱m30 Pear§On C删atic小 1 ．∞8

Sig．(2-协iIed) ．∞7

N 384 379

Pl嘶denay Te醴Score● Pear80n Con嘲atbn ．0铋 1

Si口．(2-协I㈣ ．∞7

N 379 379

PmfIdency
l怡m31

’

T醐Sco惜
Item31 ． P∞rsOn COm萌a“On ' ．044

Sig．《2-协i州) ．3鹪

N 3“377

P巾f妇ency Test S∞r∞ Pears∞Cor吲甜∞ ．044 1

sjg，(2-埘Ied) ．3舳

N 377 377

Pro矗dency
lIem32

。

TestS∞r∞

№m32 Pea俜∞COn℃IaIiOn 1 ．057

Si口．(2怕i培d) ．2∞

N 384 379

P∞6dencyTest Scores Pear3∞Co舱l ati∞ ．057 1

Si口．《2蛔舱d) ．2∞

N 379 379
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船

P啪ciencv
什em33

。

Te砒Scom
I协m33 PearsonC删ation 1 ．054

囟g．(2帕iled) ．2舛

N 38‘ 379

晰cienw Te蜕S∞悖● P∞rsOn COm斟at；on 054 1

Sig．(2_协IIed) ．294

N 379 379

P咖ciencv
ltem34

。

Te蜕S∞r∞

ltem34 P∞删Co¨尊Iati∞ 1 ．．004

Sig．(2_协jM) ．舛1

N 384∞0

Profi咖ncv Test S∞悖8 Pea瞎on Con吲a村on -．o(M 1

Sig．(2抽lIed)． ．941

N∞0 380

’ correlQlion is si肼诉∞nl nl the o，05 leWt(2一tdiled，．
’’CorreIntion is stg啦ficnm nt f}le o．ol lewt(2一缸iled)
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AppendixⅣ

&ud蚰b’Bacl‘g如岫d qu伪6蚰姗jni绛粼卿哆踟捌鼬魄牌髟删譬‘溶镪嫩咧吣妇溉
请如实回答下列问题或在相应选项的横线上划勾V。

1．Sex：——Male

2．Age：——years 0ld

3．TEM 4 scof璐(本次专四成绩)

Female

4．Howm觚yyea巧胁you枷djedEnglish?——撺璐

5．How m锄y yea稻have you tlad a mliVe-spealcing Etlglish te∞her?

6．Howo船ndoyou哪Englishoutside sch∞I?

——∞V口——辩Idom——∞metim韶——of咖

7．Have you ev盯n甜el酣to orljVcd in柚English．spcaking coumfy?

——协——NO
(a)Ify嚣，谢埘cou“时(ics)7．

(b)Howlong we∞youtherc?

s．}王ow m部甲natfvc English-speaking m翩出or mlatiV嚣量Iave you kno嘲?——
lfl ormore，howoftendidy叫spealcEnglishw．mtIlis pe幅伽?

——neV盯——辩ld咖——sometim铭——ofkn

9．Howoften do y鲫walchTv or脚Vi部or ns忱ntotIle radio．n English(、】vitlloutlook．ngtllc
Chin鹤e subtmesW

——帆r
l t03 tim嚣am彻t}l

moretII锄∞ceaweck

——lesstIIall∞∞amonth
——伽∞aweek

10．what was y叫r score∞the fi∞l English ex帅in撕∞ofthe p憎Vious academic tetm?

——o．29——3m59——60_79 80·100

11．What sco嘲do you exPcct t0 re∞ivc jn the first EngIish examinati∞this academic year?
——O-29——30·59——60-79——80-100
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Appendix V

BeIie缸About L粕g岫ge L魄ming I吖entory(BALLI)
语言学习信念调查问卷

Ptea辨叫nq讯theboxⅣ∞l如dto shawyow pr啦rence．请在逸巾的方格内韵q，
No钯s：l=smmgIydi蛆gr∞；2=dI鞠g暇；3=ncittIeragrcc∞rdi钳gr∞；4=aF∞；5=sn口nglyagr∞

洼：l=坚决不同意；2=不同意；3=既不同意也不反对；4=同意；5=完全同意

Item项目 1 2 3 4 5

1．It is e雒ier斯。ch们d托n tll锄adul乜to l锄English．儿童比成人更容易习
得英语．

2．some people a地bom with aspcc瑚曲il时which helps them l啪English．
有些人具有学习英语的天赋。

3-SOme l卸guages are e丛ier t0 le枷than酬he培．
．

有些语青比起其它语言来更加容易习得．

4．English is：(1)a Vefy di衢cuIt l锄gllagc；(2)a dimcult I柏guage；(3)a

l狮guagc ofmedium di们“ny；(4)锄e如y lMguage；(5)a vefy easy l∞guage．

英语：(1)非常难学：(2)难学：(3)中等难度；(4)易学：(5)比较容

易。

5．English is shucnIred．n tl碡湖e way船Chin嚣e．
英语语言结构与汉语语言结构是一样的。

6．I believctlIa士1w．1ll啪t0 speaI【Engnsh Vcry wcll．
我相信我能够学好、说好英语。

7．n is impomm to speaI【野喀Iish witll锄exceIlent accem．

说英语，重要的是一流的、标准的语音语调。

8．It is nec韶sary to know曲out Engnsh·speaI【ing cultIlr％in order t0 speak

English啪11．

要说好英语，有必要了解英语国家的文化。

9．I say noIhinginEnglish岫枷I c柏sayncor|_cctIy．

我一般不开口讲英语，除非我已能够说得很好。

IO．It is e笛ier fof som∞鹏who aIready speaJ【s a fbreigll l卸guage to le枷
∞oⅡmo∞．

一个人若已经掌握一门外语，就更容易习得另一门外语。

11．1tis bcttcrlolea兀I Englishin mefore咖coun时．
在国外学英语会更加容易．

12．IfI}啪fd∞me∞e speakingEnglisIl'1w叫Id 90 uptotIlem sothatI could

pmctice spea“Ilg mc language．

若发现有人说英语，我就会走上前去练习英语口语。

13．"sO．K．togu髂sIfl don’tlcIlow awordinE吲ish．
碰剑英语生词，我会去猜测它的意思。

14．Ifs鲫e0鹏spent∞e hour aday Ieaming EngIish，how long would it tal(e
tll锄to speaIctIIeI卸guagefI佻mly：(I)I髂stII绷ay髓巧(2)l-2 years：(3)3-5
yeaB；(4)5一lO years；(5)youc锄、leam al锄guagcin l IIoura day．

90
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假设一个人每天花一小时学习英语，那么你认为这个人需要多长时间才能

说好英语：(1)一年以内；(2)l·2年：(3)3一s年；(4)5一lo年：(5)

一天只花一小时是学不好一门外语的。

15．I havc English apti砌e(a spec瑚曲il时fbf le舭nng觚i鲫lang∞ges)．
我具有英语学能(一种学习外语的特殊能力)．

16．蛔ing En舀ish is mostIy a malter of le帅ing a Iot ofmw vocabuIary
wofds．

学习英语不过是学习一些新的词汇而已．

17．n is importam to州)e{帅nd Practice a lot多重复，多练习(对英语学习)

很重要。

18．I锄l∞Iko咕cio惦spealcing EngIish w酏甜ler pcopIe．
同别人用英语交谈时，我感到胆怯．

19．1f1锄allowcdtomakcen媚intllebeginningitwill be hardt0 gct rid of
tIlem№r∞．
我认为如果一开始就允许犯(语言)错误，那么以后要想改止就会很附难。

20．“臻ming English is m∞ny a mat‘盯ofIeaming a lot ofg馆咖ar nIles．
学习英语不过是学习一些语法规则而已．

21．n is impo彻nl to p瞄cti∞wim∞ssettes钟Video tap髂．
用磁带或者录像带辅助练习英语很重要．

22．W蚴en辨bcnertll柚men砒Ie拼dng English．
在英语学习方萄，女人要比男人强．

23．1fIgettD speal【Englishvcrywen。I、villhavef呦yoppommitjesto惦eit．
如果我英语说得很好。我会有许多使用它的机会。

24．Itis e私i盱to speal【tllmunderstandEngJish．说英语比懂英语容易。

25．Le锄ing English is di仃ercnt f阳m I锄ing ot}ler∽ademic subjec侄．
英语学习跟其它学科的学习不同．

26．Le栅ing EngIish is mostIy a matter 0ftranslatjng f如m Chine∞．
英语学习不过是从汉语到英语的翻译过程而己。

27．IfIleamEngI曲vcIy啪ll，1w．1Ihave咖eroppo咖nitiesfora900djob．
我认为如果我学好英语，将会更有机会找到一份理想的工作．

28．Itis e∞iefto诧ad粕d埘舱Er瞄ishm锄to spcak鲫dunde撂talld(ns锄to)
n．

英语读、写比说、理解(听)英语更容易．

29．P∞plewhoarc酬atm灿ematics or scj翎∞a砖not900d砒leaming
EngJisk

擅长数学或理科的人不擅长学习英语。

30．Mainland Chine∞t11ink l量lat缸is impor咖t to speak a forcign l鲫guagc．
中国大陆人认为会说一门外语是非常重要的。

3l-1wouIdlikct0Ic绷En91．sh sothatl c舭gettoknawb speakcrsbctter．
我学英语是为了更好地了解讲英语的人．

32．people wlIo speal【mo诧th柚咖e l柚guage weIl a地very in捌ligem

会讲多种语言的人更聪明。

33．MainIand Chi∽se am good砒IeanIing forcigll languagcs．

中国大陆人擅长学习外语。

9l
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AppendixⅥ

Tr蚰scrip啪ns of幽e InteⅣiew wim one S钿dent from High Pm6ciency Gmup

T：Doyouln∞l鲫illgEngIish?WhyHwhynot?
S：Il-kel锄ingEngli啦bec椰eifll船mE嘲ish州LI锄曲letofindagoodjobinthcfht哦．
Y叫know，Iam锄EngIishm萄眠锄d疵crgraduat．帆，1w粕ttobc钟in蛔_pl蛳r钟ate∽h盯．So
I tllink’IeamiIlg EngIish IIard naw will hclp me t0删i∞my d他锄．
T：Y硼miIll【Ⅱlal l锄itlg EfIglisb伽lhcIp your care乩【，o y∞lil【e lc帅ing Engljshjust bccause
ofa900djob．mthcfmu坤甜b∞a璐e ofyowo啪iI啦fest骶we¨?Ify伽d∞、ncedtota|lce
E|lgl{she煳inalio僻，w伽ldyoul设e协l鼬mEn幽s∽
s：Er⋯，IⅡlinkI埘ll stinleamEnglish beca峭e，Ilovele锄ingEngIish，andIenjoyleamingn．I
mjIl-【tllal should be∞dlcd“il他陀∥．1n 0t}ler wofds，I锄inte把sted in I啪ing it．
T：Asyoujust sajd，IeamingEngljsh wen c卸help y∞行nd agoodjobinthefllnJ陀．whydoyou

h删e s∞h tlli心ng?
S：B∞au∞English is锄im晰哪i∞al l锄g∞ge．It is w；dely u∞d a11 ovef the world．Nowadays，

China is opening to tt忙伽协ide worId，蛐d⋯，柚d t}lc衅is卸inc他雏ing delll卸d f研the taIcfl协

who啪speak EngIish、】I砖11
T：F咖whe增did you g毗s∽h bel．e蠡about l锄guage le踟ing?Afc the把卸y pe叩lc tc扯hing
you tllis c伽∞pt?of you have s琳h belicfwh％y叫wo他bom?or me ann∞phe他ofthe socicly

a触you?
S：My pa∞n拓and an my te=砒ers s仃e猖me impo咖∞ofleaming English．And at∞h∞I，
E洫gljsh is删oftIle m潞“mportalIt cou瑙髂．I also he酊lllat wh蛐y佃look fbr ajob，the
啪ployerswillch00∞tho∞wh0 a他fImntinEngIisILnatist0 say，tIIcwhole soc．e哆is，cr⋯，is
a船ching great i唧。舳∞to I∞ming English．
T：since y叫a∞very in懈℃咖d in l啪ing Englisll'跏d your English is vcry fIu即t⋯
S：Th∞k you very much．(L¨gIIing)

T：⋯WhatdoyoutIlinkistlle bcst啪y ofleamingEnglish?
S：nis sa．dtIl砒p豫cti∞mal(船pe疗缸t．Soltllinkthe bestway ofIeamjngEngIishist0 pm甜辩

mo∞and ofterL

T：Yo邯粕懈竹is very湖ci∞．(L卸gl')How do you惜岫lIy p珀ctise English?
S：Fi吼I辨t叩Vcry wly in the momin舀锄d I lis咖to mc VoA or BBC∞懈饼a(her

p键阳ms∞励io．AIld I al∞pmcti∞Iistclljng by listening to the tapcs．1 ofIcn协lce pan in

English啪c撂or o畦咐activiti部to p仡州se my oml En茸ish．I aIso 1ikc他ading English b00l【s．m
mcl．b捌fy．

T：Let me鼬k y舢tllc疗nal qu船n∞．Do you tIIink me圮is a『eIalionship betw∞n what you

beIievc狮d yotlr lan昼Iage p∞ficIency?

S：Pard彻?-。oh，I s∞．ofcOur∞，me他is s饼nc relationsh-p．

T：c粕you sp∞毋wIlat kind of佗lationship it is，positive or眦gative?
S：It is hard to say．S鲫e belicfs or thougll协a把nol good for l龆ming Eng“sh．And some a陀

helpfIll．

T：For emmple?
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S：For ex锄ple，ef⋯，mmm⋯，ifyou tIIink l锄ing English is IlscIcss，”u、vi¨not spend明ougII
time∞n：So y帆wiII眦vcr lcam English wcll，J邺t I．ke∞mc ofmy cI站smdces．That is∞gativc．

AIldjf”m叫jcVe廿1al Je踟jng刚jshw叫c朋helpyou矗nd agoodjob，youwill spa『emucb
nmcl蜘m(ing)．t；锄d youwilllc锄itwcIl_
T：Th孤k you Very much．1 thiIII【y鲫r a璐wcrs a他Very winy，锄d yo叫Eng¨sh is Vcry gOod．

S：Thalllcyou foryom删∞．
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AppendixⅥl

Tnnscriptions ofthe Interview with o砒Stud蛐t fhm Midme Pr嘶ci蚰cy
Gmup

T：Doyoulikel∞mingEngIish?why倪why n日胛

S：IJjkc Jc枷jng D到jsh．螂J tIljnk no删a拇eVc，ybody should bc曲lc lo speaIc EngJish．I
admifett嵋pcoplewhoc蜘spealcE坞IIshwcll．
T：Anym．mg cIs酣

S：Iminlc，I啪fmda900djobjfI啪speal【a触；印l舯g∞ge．
T：Youtllink廿I砒l础ingE心ish c姐helpyo哪c撇L D0 youIikcle舯ingEn毋ishjIlstb嘲峭c
ofagoodjobinmef弧Jre讲bcc绷seofyo盯owni蛳懈t私wen?lfyoud咖、n∞dtotakc
EngIish艇锄in越io啮，w伽Jd y叫ljb lo Je枷Engljsh?
S：Tobcfr锄kif她懵缸∞Englishex锄s，maybcl wiIlnmleam English，becm玲enis‰hard．
T：Asyoujust said，l∞m加gEngl曲帆llc孤hclpyoufinda酗dj曲intl忙矗咖∞．Why doy帆
l豫ve slIcIl thjnking?

s：11le慨ntyislil【etllis．1m∞II，lfmd’∞，I h哪wh朗y∞lookforajob，啦y win scc youf
B粕d 4 and B硼d 8∞rI墒cates．Ifyou haⅧ'’t you、vi¨l∞c mej曲．
t F舢whe把did y叫gd s琳h bcliefs 8bout l鲫凹189e I髓ming?A偿mc聘鲫y p∞pIe 0e档hing
youmisconcept?OryoutIa_Ve sIIch bclIcf、vtlcnyouwe陀b0棚?Ofthe atmosphe偿oftIle sociely

a觚byou?
S：I学ecthis疔ommy衔曲ds柏dfny钯觚hc俗．ncy aIl emph罄i瑟协eimp0渤nccofEnglish．伯cy

sayifyoudo not study h盯d，youwilI notnnd aj曲inthefIlnJ他．Sowe a心fmcdtole舯it．
T：AnoIh盯questi∞⋯Wh砒do you mink is the b∞t way of l洲ing EngIish?
S：I don’t l【Ilow'you辩my English is so poor．Bm f tllinlc，t}Ie best way is g“ing)lo
En目ish啪peal‘ing)cmm研es，锄d sttIdy the他．

T：舢ydoy伽th址贼
S：Bec鲫∞，材⋯，you c姐诅lk砒h fo佗i印e聪．11lis way c粕help you pr∞tise English．I have a
fr|c耐，s吣ing讯c锄ada，kr豇嚼ishimp删镐Veryqui曲．soI也敞theb吼way ofleamhlg
English is霉《ing)to English c伽n嘶．
T：Ybu me锄EngIisI卜spcaI【ing co岫仃i船．

S：Y髂．Y酷．

T：Ln mc鹤k you tllc fillal q嶙ti∞．DO you tllink tlle∞is a fel鲥onship b酣Ⅳeen wh砒you
believe鲫d yo哪Ianguage pr06ciency?

S：Wllalyou bcliew?Whatdoy娜me柚?

T：Yow lc鲫伽g bcIiefs．of yo叫Opini∞s about I锄guage leamng．Do you tIlink they}Ia_ve柚y

陀l砒i∞ship witII your EngIish profici跚cy?

S：l donot幽jlll‘舰

T：m妒
S：You mean me auestionmi∞last time．

T：Y嚣，thal qI螂b彻na№is ab0眦language l船ming bel；e矗．Db you mink tIlc items a侬埘删r
l锄gllage proficiellcy?



S：Notmuch．

T：WtD，?

S：wh朋Il咖EnlgjskI donotminkaboll【tllalquesti咖s．soth砒qIIcstiom donot a仃cctme-
T：Bm y叫m州b彻ed you a他∞∞u哗cdtolc啪ing EngIish bcca嘴c you、vilI be曲letofind a

goodjob iil lIIe futu∞．1 mink thc bellefof“leanIing English well call help y叫find a goodjob”

撖ty叭lfEnglishl髓m．ng．1踟’t御
S：Y髂．So I ttIink nm much．Most of tllo∞bclieB do not affect me．only some，I lhink have

s啪砒iIlg埘th my English p∞ficicncy．
T：n啪kyouverymuch．
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