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Abstract

Female art is splendid art scenery under the influence of gender
consciousness. By using the western feminist theory, this thesis attempts
to have an cultural understanding of the female art and female image in
the 20th century of China in terms of the connotation of “female and
mirror”. It aims to penetrate the gender utterance characteristics of female
art in the 20th century China, as well as the transference of female’s
self-consciousness and the development of feminist art in the context of
history. Furthermore, the significance of female art is explored in the
current field of art.

The image of the relationship between female and mirror created in
the female works is an important presentation of female’s
self-consciousness of cultural psychology. The thesis divides into three
parts: in the first part, expounded the female and mirror in art. Firstly,
cultural connotation of the mirror is combed. Human in the early time
realized their self-image from the water, and started to establish the
self-image. With the invention of bronze mirror, human’s self-image
consciousness became more socialized. The popularity of the western
glass mirror promoted this process. Both in China and the Western culture,
the mirror is not merely for reflecting image; it has become an important

reference in the artistic domain. In the western culture the image in the
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mirror is trueness. In the Eastern culture the mirror reflects a harmony
mood between the subject and the object. The image of mirror is illusory.
Secondly, the relationship between the female and the mirror explains
female’s social status and historical root of loving the mirror.
Relationship among art, female and the mirror expounded the female in
the early time and the mirror entering art is the result of the masculine
artist who considers the female as the landscape. At last the western
feminism and the significance of research technique are introduced.

The second part is to analyze the different creative connotations in
the description of female’s self-gaze image during different historical
period. In the beginning of 20th century "54" it reflects the cultural
psychology of female’ to go out of their private space and struggle for the
equality with man as well as the confidence of breaking off the tradition
desire for the future in the work of female artists. Female departed from
the mirror and female gender was sheltered by masculine under special
condition of the female and the male in the intermediate 20th century.
With the social open-up police and the impact of western culture in the
1980's China, females start to pay attention to self in the mirror, and give
prominence to gender characteristic of female. This is the historic
introspection and their yearning for new life role. In the 1990's female
artists started to self-examine and tease their social role in all kinds of

relations, In the middle of 1990s, feminist art began to enter into

v



LRI R R 2 L it S

mainstream culture, and played a noticeable part in it. In this historical
clue, the mirror image in their works revealed Chinese women’s
growing-up course and the cultural portrayal of their self-identification.

The third part is the conclusion, the mirror confirms and identifies
female’ self-image, however, as a means of vision and media, the mirror
is a must when woman realizes her self-recognition and self-identification
rather than the essence of self-realization. Women should breakthrough
the circle of mirror on the basis of self-identification, go out of the
“mirror city” and prove their ego in the construction of history and
culture in order to realize their ego and the equal dialogue with man.

The female artists still encounter a dilemma situation in modern
China society, so it is a rather complex problem for them that how to
survive and develop in the modern artistic context. Female art constrains
from multi-faceted factors in the angle of both theory and practice.

They should set up their own status in all kinds of roles and pursuit a

more wide space of development with a profound vision in the new era.

Key words: mirror; female art; self-gaze; Self-consciousness

Category number: J120.9
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